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Sir, 

I have the honor to submit herewith the Report of Mr. 
J. R. Ward, Dacoity Commissioner, dated the 31st ultimo, No. 31, with 
enclosures, for the past year 1855. 

2. You will have observed that Mr. Jackson’s last Report included 
the first three months of the past year, but that arrangement seems so 
inconvenient, and the preparation of a Report for each calendar year so 
far preferable, that Mr. Ward has adopted the latter plan, clearly dis- 
tinguishing, however, the work of the first three from that of the last 
nine months. 

3. The decrease of Dacoity in this District, from eleven in 1852 to five 

in the past year, is very satisfactory. There has* 

nevertheless, been an increase of three upon the 
preceding year, which is accounted for by the fact of three separate 
Dacoities having been committed in one night on some boats in a creek 
near Saugor Island. Those cases happily were well worked up by 
Ilaneef Khan, Darogah of Kaleeghat, and the conviction of thirty-two 
men proved the success of his labor. In another case the Police 
behaved remarkably well and obtained thirteen convictions. In the fifth 
case the Police were unsuccessful. 

4. The decrease in this District is very remarkable. In 1852, thirty- 

nine Dacoities occurred ; in 1853, twenty-three 

Baraset. . . 

cases ; in 1854, nine cases ; and m 185o, only three 
cases occurred. The chief gangs of Dacoits in this District seem to have 
been completely broken up ; but it is to be lamented that one of their 
chief supporters, Warris Turrufdar, though his misdeeds seem to be well 
known, has not fallen within Mr. Ward s grasp. 
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Howrah. 


The decrease of cases in this District from thirty-seven in 1852 
to five in the past year is very satisfactory. 
Mr. Elphinstone Jackson expressed a fear, that 
the release of the Sulkea Gang by the Sudder Court in February last 
would prove a serious evil, and in four Thannahs of the Howrah and 
Hooghly Districts, where all was quiet whilst they were in prison, ten 
Dacoities have occurred since their release, and not one of those ten lias 
been traced. 

6. The history of Muclhoo Chung, given in Mr. Ward's 13th para., 
affords a fair specimeu of the difficulty of convicting a Dacoit. He con- 
fesses to having committed twenty-four Dacoities in ten years, on account 
of which he has been arrested eleven times and committed five times, 
on four of which occasions he was released by the Sessions Judge. Once 
he was convicted in the Sessions Court, and on that occasion the Sudder 
Court ordered him to be discharged. 

7. In this District, the Dacoities have decreased from a hundred and 
twenty-eight in 1852 to thirty-three in 1855 ; but 
the numerous acquittals mentioned by Mr. Ward 

may well give the Dacoits fresh courage. The present Officiating Magis- 
trate is doing his utmost to improve the Police, but they certainly 
arc very inferior workmen to those of 
Howrah. 


Hooghly. 


the 24-Pergunnalis and 


8. In this District, also, a marked decrease, 

Hurd wan. . . 

from sixty-rivc to twenty-seven cases, during the 

last four years, is observable. 

The Lieutenant-Governor may remember that 1 commented last year 
upon the acquittal of J adoo Dome and others by the Officiating Sessions 
Judge and the escape of Sona Faquer, the celebrated leader of that 
gang ; and His Honor will regret to sec, that several Dacoities, clearly 
traceable to that man, lamentably attest his daring recklessness. Several 
men are personally interested in liis re-capture, and 1 hope it will not be 
long delayed. 

9. The history contained in Mr. Ward's 20th para., of the career of 
Sonatun Ghose, will not escape His Honor’s attention. 

10. A diminution of two-thirds of the crime formerly committed in 

this District proves, that here also Mr. Wards 

Nuddea. 

operations have been, in a great measure, success- 
ful ; but they are as yet very incomplete. 
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11. This District happily affords the only instance yet known by 
Mr. Ward, of Police Officers united with Dacoit gangs. Unfortunately, 
dismissal from the Service is all the punishment yet meted out for an 
offence so flagrant. 

12. Mr. Ward's 26th para, shows the impunity with which a Land- 
holder in Bengal may boldly defy the Authorities and openly support a pro- 
claimed criminal. I regret to say, that 1 have this day heard of another 
ineffectual attempt to arrest a Dacoit alluded to in the para, just cited. 

13. Mr. Ward hopes River Dacoity in this part of Bengal is nearly 
extinct, and I am inclined to believe that it is not frequent. 

14. Mr. Ward is aided in this District by an experienced and zealous 

co-adiutor, Captain Keighly, and the reduction of 

Mulnapoor. . . ? J 

Dacoities from twenty-nine to fifteen shows that 

he is doing great good. 

15. In Jessore alone, of the eight Districts under Mr. Ward, crime 

ha.s greatly increased, having quadrupled itself in 
three years, rising from sixteen to sixty-eight ; but 
ho cannot be blamed for this, as he has not yet been — and cannot say 
when he will bo — able to take that District in hand. 

1(5. Mr, Jackson and Mr. Ward have both remarked very justly, that 
it is not in the year in which operations arc carried on, but in the next 
year or two, that their result will be felt, and between the difficulty of getting 
his cases tried at the Sessions, and the constant fear of acquittals 
in the Sudder, Mr. Ward has much to make him anxious. On the first 
point he observes, that he cannot work on now as lie fain would, because 
he has already supplied the Sessions Court with work for six or eight 
months. On the second he shows that lie can hope for conviction of 
only about 12 per cent, of the whole number of known Daeoits. 

17. In para. 36 Mr. Ward complains of the very serious insinuations 
made against his proceedings by the Sudder Judges, and with all my 
respect for the indepen deuce of the Bench, which no one would advocate 
more warmly than I, I do think that such remarks as Mr. Ward 
mentions are calculated to do most serious injury to the cause in which 
he is engaged, as well as to inflict pain, very needlessly and very unjusti- 
fiably, on the individual Officers ; and 1 fear that, as a special Magistrate 
has been appointed, independent of the District Magistrate, to arrest 
Daeoits, so a special Court, independent of the Sudder, will be found 
absolutely necessary to the efficiency of the system. 
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IS. Of Hie thirty-seven Districts named in Mr. Ward's Appendix H., 
the Returns of eleven have not boon received; in eleven others no 
Dacoiti.es have been reported ; in the remaining fifteen Districts one 
hundred -and ninety-six Dacoitics have been committed, and above 
68,000 Rupees worth of property plundered. The number of persons 
supposed to have been concerned is not mentioned, but it cannot be 
short of 2,000, and of those only seventy-seven have been convicted at 
the Sessions. Even of these few, some have been acquitted by the 
Sudder. 

19. Mr. Wards endeavors to teach his approvers trades, and to 
induce them to employ themselves usefully, have commenced well, and 
will, I hope, prove successful. 

20. He speaks favorably of one Darogah and one Mohurrir of the 
Burdwan District, whose names I have mentioned to the Officiating 
Magistrate. It is lamentable to find that, in the eight Districts under 
Mr. Ward, he has been able to praise only three Police Officers. 

21. The high character of Baboo Chunder Sekur Roy seems to 
have been fully maintained by him during the past year, and I gladly 
bear testimony to the zeal and ability which have uniformly distin- 
guished Mr. Ward's proceedings. 

I have, &c\, 

(Signed) W. H. ELLIOT, 
Officiating Commissioner of Circuit 


To 


No. 31. 


The COMMISSIONER ok CIRCUIT, 

BURDWAN DIVISION, 

Burdwan. 


Dated JToogh.lt/, 31st January \ 856. 

Sm, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the following Report on the 
operations against Dacoity for the year 1855, and to solicit the favor of 
your forwarding it for the information of the Hon’ble the Lieuteuaut-Go- 
vernor of Bengal 
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2. Mr. Jackson having received charge of this Office in March 1853, 
submitted a Report on the result of his proceedings for the year ending 
with March 1854, and again, last April, he submitted a similar Report on 
the operations of the twelve previous months. Although the continuance 
of this Office indefinitely has not yet been sanctioned, I apprehend there 
can be little doubt of its being continued for a few years to come, and 
it appears to me desirable that our Reports should comprehend the same 
period as all other Criminal Statements. While, therefore, I shall, in the 
following remarks, confine myself to the operations of this Office since I 
took charge of it at the beginning of April last to the end of the past 
year, I will, in the Tables of the Appendix, include also the results of the 
whole year, distinguishing, however, between those already reported on by 
my predecessor and those since obtained. 

I shall take up the several Districts in the order laid down in former 
Reports. 

3. There have been five Dacoitics during the year in the 24-Pergun- 

nalis, being an increase of three over 
the preceding year. In the month 
of May, three Dacoities were com* 
mitted in one night on some boats 
in a khal close to Saugor Island. 
One of the sharpest Darogahs of 
Police, Hancef Khan, of Thannah 
Kaleeghat, was sent down to conduct 

the enquiry, which he did most admirably, and eventually thirty-two 
prisoners were convicted. 

4. The Dacoity committed in July was a daring and impudent 
attack on the house of Tarachand Khara, in the suburbs of Cal- 
cutta, at Eutally. There, again, the Police behaved remarkably well 
No sooner was the noise and uproar heard, than every gully and 
lane, from the mohulla in which the house is situated, was secured, 
and three of the offenders were taken on the spot, covered with 
thorns and scratches, having been forced to seek refuge in a rose 
plantation near the .house. The leader in this affair turned out to be 
Teetoo Gazee, member, and more lately the leader, of a gang which has 
long carried on Dacoity in the Thannahs now included in the Sub-division 
’of Kolaroa, but which was disorganized on the incarceration of the two 
Sirdars, Dulloo and Sona, in 1851, as I shall presently notice in speaking 


In the 24-Pergunnahs. 


• Yeah. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

Dacoity and ) 
Attempt . . S 

11 

7 

2 

5 


Vide Appendix B. No. 1. 
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of Nuddea and Baraset. His comrades in this instance were also members 
of known gangs. They had travelled fifty miles to commit the Dacoity, 
and warrants had actually been issued by me for the arrest of some of them. 
Eight men were committed for trial, Tetoo was transported for life, and 
seven others sentenced to fourteen years’ imprisonment, and thus the 
whole gang, consisting of nine men, was punished, one having been 
admitted approver. The removal of Tetoo, Goray andSookoor was a great 
service to this Office. The former had once been arrested by my pre- 
decessor, but released, and I do not know that we could have made sure 
of his conviction. Against Goray and Sookoor I had no evidence, but 
that of the approvers. 

5. In these four Dacoities forty- five men were arrested, of whom forty 
were convicted, three acquitted by the Sessions Judge and two by the 
Magistrate. These figures speak for themselves. If the Police of other 
Districts could work with the same success Dacoity would soon disappear. 
The only Dacoity in which the 24-Pergunnahs Police were unsuccessful 
was that at Neemtah in December, not a clue having as yet been got of any 
sort and kind. 1 have reason to believe this Dacoity was the work of Cal- 
cutta men, i. c. residents of that town and its neighbourhood, whoso sole 
profession is Dacoity, and men who have taken refuge from our warrants 
in the Capital. Indeed Calcutta swarms with Dacoits. We have informa- 
tion regarding three distinct gangs now in that City, but I have little 
hope of prosecuting them to conviction. We know that they committed 
Dacoity in the 24-Pergunnahs, Howrah, Baraset, Hooghly, and Burdwan, 
and that they travelled sometimes for days together ; but the Mofussil 
Police had no chance with them, they were therefore never even suspected, 
and there being in'consequence no evidence corroborative of our approvers’ 
testimony, such as is now required of us, especially, on the point of 
identity, I fear they must continue to carry on the lucrative profession 
of burglars and thieves, which they have lately adopted. 

6. Thirteen prisoners, belonging to the Calcutta Mootya Gang, were 
sent up for trial during the year, and ten were transported, the others 
were acquitted. On the result of the next Sessions, in which several 
more of this gang are to be brought to trial, must depend the 
increase or suppression of Dacoity around Calcutta. We also conti- 
nually trace to Calcutta Dacoits from every part of the country, but 
we are singularly unfortunate in effecting their arrest, for to obtain the 
countersignature of one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, through the 
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Attorney General^is the business of a couple of days, and by the time the 
long process has been gone through, the parties have got notice of us. 

7. Dacoity has almost ceased in this District. The gangs of Gour and 

Keratndee Shikaree, of Rajoo 
Byragee, of Mobaruck Mundul, 
and of Nepal and Gopaul 
Dome, were completely destroy- 
ed in 1853 and 1854. In his 
Report for the former year, Mr. 
Jackson remarked at para. 18, 
that he had obtained information 
of another gang settled in the 
middle of the Baraset District, under the protection of a rich Mus_ 
sulman. I have the satisfaction to report that, with very few 
exceptions,* all the members of this gang have been brought to trial. 

The influential Mussulman is and his sons, of Kazoordhana. On 

his estate lived some twelve or fifteen biuhnashes, whom lie employed to 
commit Burglary, and occasionally Dacoity, ho himself taking a ten-anna 
share of the proceeds, and of course exercising his influence and expending 
his money when they got into trouble. About 1849, however, Koorshed 
Shikaree quarrelled with his brother-in-law, Koramdee, and was turned 
out of that celebrated Sirdars gang. He then came to Chandpoor, close 
to Kazoordhana, and with his brother, KalJachand, formed a new gang, 

which most of —'s proteges joined. These two gangs — for although 

they frequently joined, they still were quite distinct — from 1849 to 1853, 
committed twenty-three Dacoities. (Vide Appendix D.) 

8. In February last, Kallachand was arrested, he made a full con- 
fession, and was admitted an approver, and soon after another member 
of the gang also turned against his fellows. On these two men’s infor- 
mation, I have collected evidence, on which thirty-six men of this gang 
have been committed ; but the trials are still pending, either before the 
Sessions or Nizamut Court. There ought not to be a doubt on the 
result.* 

9, The 7 — — are oven here doing what they can to obtain the 

release of the prisoners. I was informed not long ago, by the Jailor 
of the Hooghly Jail, where the prisoners arc now confined, that some 

*■ I grieve to say, that seven out of seventeen of these prisoners have since writing the 
above been acquitted by the Suddef Nizamut. 


Baraset, 


Year. 

1852. | 

1853. 

1854. 

1855 

Dacoity and A \ 

tempt.. .. S 

39 

23 

9 

3 


Vide Appendix B. No. 2. 
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persons had offered him a handsome gratuity to Obtain admittance 
to see the prisoners, the practice being not to allow persons into 
the Jail without a Pass from me. I made enquiry and found that the 
parties in question were two Howrah Mooktyars, who had come on behalf 

of to see what could be done. One of these Mooktyars 

I had dismissed from the Howrah Court, when Magistrate of that 
District, and the other bore a very bad character He had formerly been 
a Zemindar's Gomashta, then in the 24-Pergunnahs Police, but was 
summarily dismissed some four years ago, thus verifying what I wrote 
last year, that, when a man had become too bad for any thing else, lie 
took to practising as Mooktyar at Howrah. 

10. We have also, during the year, arrested the celebrated Jadoo 
Mussulman. This worthy began Dacoity under Gour Shikaree some- 
where about 1846, and was present inmost of this Sirdar s heaviest 
Dacoities. In 1849, he appears to have made the acquaintance of Nepal, 
and Gopanl Dome, the two heads of the Calcutta Gangs, and with them 
joined in crime. On one occasion he came with Nopal to Chandernagore 
to plan a Dacoity with Satcowree Doolley, a Sirdar residing in that Settle- 
ment, and the Dacoity was committed ; but Jadoo could not go. Having, 
however, been introduced to Satcowree, he soon made his way back to 
Chandernagore, and frequently joined his gang in Dacoity. Jadoo was 
thus continually engaged in crime with one of these three gangs. In 
1853, our operations commenced in Barasot, Chandernagore,’ and around 
Calcutta. Jadoo then fled to Burdwan, and had scarcely been there a 
month, when he fell in with Kangalee Mussulman, the head of the 
Faqueer Gang, and with him committed some twenty-five Dacoities before 
we arrested him in Nuddea, whither he had gone seeking for refuge, 
when we began arresting the Faqueers. J adoo has nine times been 
arrested for Dacoity, but came out of every trial an injured man. On one 
occasion, indeed, a Darogah was severely reproved for arresting him. 
This man committed some fifty Dacoities that we can trace, and probably 
he was engaged in as many more. He is named by approvers from 
Baraset, Chandernagore, Calcutta, the 24-Pergunnahs, Howrah, Hooghly, 
and Burdwan ; but I am by no means sure of the result of his trial. 
He entertains great hopes of release, and when informed that he was 
committed to the Sessions, remarked that he had been in the habit of 
appealing with great success. 
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11. The Baraset District is now very nearly cleared of Dacoits. To 
the North of Thannah Nyehatee, or properly to the South of 
Thaunahs Ranaghaut and Sooksaugor in Nuddea, my Deputy has 
lately discovered a new gang, against which he will shortly commence 
operations, and to the North-east, Thannah Lubsha is in dangerous 
proximity to the Jessore Gangs ; but I do not know of any Dacoits now 
in the District capable of forming a gang for the piirpose of committing 
crime, and shall be surprised if the two Dacoities committed in Thannah 
Lubsha, during the nine months now under review, as well as any 
others that may again occur in that District, are not some day found 
to have been the work of gangs from other Zillalis. 

12. There is a decrease in the Returns of this Zillah, as shown in the 

margin. Our proceedings were 
put a stop to by the acquittal 
of the Sulkea Gang by the Sad- 
der Court in February. My pre- 
decessor feared an increaso in 
the crime from the release of 
these prisoners, and I am sorry 
to say his fears have proved well 

founded. There were no Dacoities in Thannah Sulkea during the times 
the gang was under trial, ami on their release, they were looked after 
in a manner which prevented their even leaving their homes day or 
night without its being known ; but as the watch over thorn relaxed, 
they again began, and in May and June two Dacoities occurred in 
Thannah Sulkea, and we have since had eight in the neighbourhood 
(Thannalis Doomjoor and Kajapoor in llowrali and Bydiabatec in 
llooghly), the scene of their former depredations, which had been free 
from the crime while they wore out of the way. In not one of these 
Dacoities -were the perpetrators traced. 

13. The decrease in the other Thannahs of this District — Rajapoor, 
Omptah — may fairly be attributed to the operations of this Office, and 
to the arrest in February last of a number of bad characters concerned 
in the Dacoity committed on the 1 9th of that month in Sonatollah, 
Thannah Omptah, in which, though the judicial proceedings before 
the Deputy Magistrate appear to have been very indifferently conducted, 

■ seven prisoners were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment.* 
In August last I apprehended Mudhoo Chung, well known to me as a 

c 


Howrah. 


Year. 

1852. J 

i — I — 

1 1853. 1854.1 1855. 

Dacoity and At- > 
tempt • - $ 

37 

27 

9 

5 


Vide alno Appendix B. No. 3. 
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notorious Dacoit, whom I could not manage to arrest white Magistrate 4 
of Howrah. This individual when brought to me made a full confession to 
tweiity-four Dacoities committed in Thannahs Omptah and Rajapoor, 
Zillah Howrah, and Rajbulhaut and Hurripaul, Zillah Hooghly. Miidhoo 
Chung began Dacoity so far back as 1 841 , and has been systematically 
engaged in crime ever since, except from 1847 to 1851, during which 
time lie was absent, serving as a Lattial in Burdwan. In December 
1849, however, he came home for a short visit and took the opportunity 
to commit a Dacoity, in which he got a very large booty, but he lost it 
in crossing a khal which he swam with the Police at his heels, very 
narrowly escaping being drowned. From the effect of this cold bath 
in the middle of the night in January, Mudhoo still suffers. He has 
eleven times been taken up for Dacoity and five times been committed 
to the Sessions. The only time he was punished he appealed to the 
Sudder, and was released. The mere arrest of Mudhoo Chung and some 
of his associates has had a beneficial effect. Only one Dacoity has occurred 
in the Thannahs in which he carried on his lawless pursuits, and I have 
reason to believe that this Dacoity was committed by another gang. I 
have not as yet been able to send up any Howrah Dacoits for trial, 
but hope before long to commence active proceedings in that direction. 
I annex a list* of the Dacoities committed by this gang, the head-quarters 
of which are close to Rajapoor. The Darogah of this Thannah is a very 
good Officer and is well acquainted with the gang. He will, no doubt, be 
very useful. Captain Keiglily's operations in Midnapoor have also 
had their effect in checking Dacoity in the Southern portion of this 
District* 


Hooglily. 


Yeak. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

Dacoities . . . 

128 

93 

59 

33 


Vide also Appendix B. No. 4. 

f Rajbulhaut... 
Sub-division Seram- ^ Hurripaul _ 

^ Bydiabatoc 
Dliunyak bally 


14. The results of the 
year are shown in the 
margin. The twenty Da- 
coitics committed in this 
District since March are 
distributed over the seve- 
ral Thannahs as below. 

2 

1 

4 

4 


Appendix K. 
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Sub-division J ahana- 
bad . ... 


Hooghly 
Pundooah . . . 
Bansberriah 

Chunderkonah 


2 

3 

2 

2 


The very considerable reduction in Rajbulhaut and Hurripaul I attri- 
bute to the arrest of several Dacoits of Mudhoo Chung’s Gang, and I look 
to see the crime entirely disappear, if our commitments are successful ; 
but I am by no means sanguine on this point. In Bydiabatee I expect 
to see more Dacoities this year than there have been during 1855. The 
jurisdiction of this Thannah runs down to Sulkea and is wit) tin easy 
reach of Calcutta. There are, as I have already said, several gangs in 
the latter town, and in Sulkea there are white-washed Dacoits, which 
is worse. These three Thannahs are in the Sub-division of Serampoor. 
In Dhunyakhally we have done very little. I am anxiously waiting for 
the result of the trial of Madhub Tautee and six others* beforo I pro- 
ceed further against the Dacoits in this Thannah. It will be no easy 
matter to secure the conviction of these men ; they were under the 
protection of a weaithly Zemindar, who assisted them, and opposed 
the Police in every way ; very few of them were thus ever arrested 
or implicated before, and I search in vain for independent evidence 
against the men, whose removal will alone finally put down Dacoity in 
that direction. We have lately obtained information of another gang 
in this Thannah, at the head of which were Ilaleem Sheikh and Bonomalee 
Boshtom, both now prisoners in my guard ; but there is a great deal to 
be done before we can work on the information of the former. 

15. In Thannahs Pundooah, Hooghly, and Bansberriah, there have 
been only seven Dacoities since March last. The arrest of Kangalee and 
Sona Faqueer has been followed by that of thirty-four members of the 
Faqueer Gang. My predecessor, in paras. 17 and 27 of his last Report, 
gave full particulars of this gang, and showed how they committed fifty- 
six Dacoities (Appendix M. of his Report) in less than three years with 
perfect impunity. I need not therefore again detail their exploits. We 
have, however, during the year, discovered several branches of tho gang 
extending in every direction, and we have the names of some two 
hundred men, whose sole profession has for years been Dacoity ; but, as Mr. 


* Three of these prisouers were released by the Sudder Nizam ut ou the 25th iustaut, 
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Tackson said, “ there will be great difficulty in dealing with them, 
because they have so invariably escaped from their crimes, not only 
vith impunity, but without even arrest or suspicion/' 

16. Cheeroo Chung has lately given us information, which will, I 
believe, eventually lead to the conviction of several Dacoits in the 
immediate vicinity, of Hooghly and in Thannah Bansberriah, of whotn we 
know nothing. This man was in July 1854 released by the Sudder 
Court, but re-committed by us, and in October last sentenced to trans- 
portation. As he was about to be put on board-ship, he informed the 
Superintendent of the Allipore Jail, that if allowed to, come to this 
Office, he would make a full confession. ITe was accordingly sent for, 
and has since given us the details of forty -nine Daeoities committed in 
the neighbourhood of this Station. lie has denounced a gang of the 
existence of which we were ignorant, although some of its members have 
been implicated by other approvers, and a few have been transported as 
concerned in Dacoity with other gangs. Thannah Benipoor remains free 
from crime, and will, I hope, continue so, though the Additional Sessions 
Judge released two of the individuals committed by my predecessor. 
(Vide para. 16 of his Report for 1854-55.) 

17. In the Thannahs of the Jahanabad Sub-division, there have 
been but two Daeoities, one of which we know to have been the work 
of a party from Calcutta. I hope, as we work in the Western Thannahs 
of Zillah Howrah, that we shall get better acquainted with the Dacoits 
in this Sub-division, and I expect that Captain Keighly will also be 
led into these Thannahs from Midnapoor. 

18. The Statement in the margin shows a considerable decrease in 

the crime of Dacoity in this District. 
At Koolingram, in Thannah Sela- 
mabad, (next to Thannah Pundooali), 
were the head-quarters of the 
Faqueer Gang, to which I have 
already alluded, and to the arrest 
of the members of that gang is 
to be traced the marked improve- 
ments in the Returns of Thannahs 

Selamabad and Gangoor. I regret to say, however, that Sona Faqueer 
and another approver to the gang, Gooy Sheikh, disappeared from this 
establishment on the 19th November last. Sona's first care was to go and 


Burdwan. 


Yeah. 

1852. 

1S53. 

1854. 

1855. 

Dacoity and ) 
Attempt ... ) 

65 

■ 50 

47 

27 


Vide Appendix B. No. 5. 




'plunder the house of Khetoo Jemadar, (in Thannah Gangoor), who had 
procured his arrest last February. The house was cleared of every 
thing — not that there was any thing worth having, but to punish 
Khetoo, whose father, mother, and sisters were also cruelly ill-used. 
The night after, KhetooV uncle was similarly treated. On these, 
two nights, Sona himself told Khetoo's father and uncle, that he 
had come to pay them off for getting him arrested. We very soon after 
got scent of the fugitives, and I sent out a party of Burkundazes after 
him. They followed him into Beerbhoom, thence to Moorshedabad, 
and down through Kishnaghur to Calcutta, where he was marked down 
in a woman's house. Information was sent to me, but during the delay 
which invariably takes place before a warrant can be properly endorsed 
to be executed within the limits of the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court, Sona adroitly gave us the slip. He knew we were after him, and 
made arrangements with the landlady to keep for him apartments, and gave 
the usual earnest money, saying he would come to occupy his new domi- 
cile on a given date ; we waited for him, but he never came ! We now 
hear of him again in Burdwan, and he has committed three Dacoities in 
the Pundooah Thannah within the last ten days. He knows we hold his 
warrant of transportation and feels he cannot be abroad very long. He 
is running amuck for the present, but I hope soon to catch him. When 
we first arrested him, he was living under cover of some dried hooghla, 
in the middle of an old dried-up tank, and probably he now spends his 
days in some similar locality. 

19. There has not been a single Dacoity in Thannah Umbica-Culna, 
during the year. Satcowree Ghose, the leader of this gang, has, witli seven 
others, been transported for life, and if we can only succeed in procuring 
the conviction of the rest of his gang, we may hope for permanent peace 
in that part of our Division, for we have done a good deal towards 
annihilating the Santipoor and other Niuldea Gangs, who not un fre- 
quently visited the jurisdiction of this Thannah. Through Sonatun 
Mundul, we also became acquainted with a gang which, however, has, for 
the last three years, entirely given up Dacoity. Sonatun gave us a 
very detailed confession, which he subsequently denied. His friends, it 
appears, had endeavored to tamper with our approvers, believing they 
could ensure his release, and communicated with the prisoner by sending,, 
through a servant, a letter in a lotah which was made over to the 
prisoner in presence of my Deputy. This letter, which we subseouentlv 
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found, told Sonatun that lie had only to deny his confession before the 
Sessions, and he would be quite safe ; but the plot failed, it was discovered, 
and both Sonatun and the two approvers were transported. 

20. Sonatuns career was a remarkable one. He began Daeoity so far 
back as tliirty-two years ago. He was the son of a Gwala in easy circum- 
stances, who, finding the lad rather obstreperous, resolved to send him to a 
Native School at Santipoor. He was then about fourteen years of age, strong- 
built and fearless, and he resolved to leave the Gooroo Moliashoy as soon 
as he got an opportunity. He was in luck. On his way to Santipoor, 
he fell in with a party of Lattials, with whom he entered into conversa- 
tion. He told them of his destination and how little he approved of it, 
and asked if they could assist him in procuring service. They agreed 
that the youth was “ hhoob jawan” took him with them to their master, 
an Indigo Planter, and two days after he was on that gentleman's esta- 
blishment. Here Sonatun began in good earnest ; he had not been in 
the Planter’s service a week, before he was engaged in a serious affray, 
and before long he was initiated in Daeoity. For four years he remained 
at the Factory, and during this period committed several Dacoities, 
when he was arrested as concerned in an affray in which several persons 
wore killed, amongst them the Planter himself. He was sentenced to 
seven years' imprisonment, but escaped from the prison and fled into 
Assam. Three years after lie was traced and captured, when he was 
safely lodged in the Burdwan Jail, with two years' additional imprison- 
ment for escaping. After serving nine years as a convict, Sonatun was 
released. He returned to his village and found that an old friend of his 
father's, Gour Seth, had set up an oilman's shop and was carrying on 
a good business — at all events, he had bought the Talook in which he 
resided. To this man he applied for assistance. Gour Seth received 
him kindly, and knowing his propensities, advised him to take to Daeoity 
for a livelihood, promising to give him every assistance in selling pro- 
perty, &c. This advice Sonatun followed, and for several years carried 
on his trade with great success, not however without some little incon- 
venience, for he was nine times arrested, five times committed to the 
Sessions, three times accquitted, and twice convicted ; but on both occasions 
released on appeal to the Nizamut Court. Three years ago Gour Seth 
died, Sonatun then gave up Daeoity, and lived on the proceeds of his 
life of crime. He had built himself a comfortable two-storied pucka 
house, and when arrested, was a leading man in his ♦ village. When last 
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1 saw him, he complained of the injustice of punishing hint after he had 
given up Dacoity, seeing that so long as he was busily engaged in crime 
he had been comparatively safe. 

21. We were also disappointed in the commencement we made in 
Thannah Montesh war, the approver we had obtained having recanted 
before the Sessions Court, but we still have enough to try our luck another 
way. Similarly, the only prisoner we had from Cutwa was released, 
having pleaded not guilty on trial. In the Western Thannahs of the 
District, we have not had time to make a beginning, though we possess 
information regarding some of the gangs which now infest them. 

22. The Returns of this District are also favorable. My Deputy Magis- 
trate has been engaged against 
the Santipoor and Sooksaugor 
Gangs. Of the former lie has secur- 
ed the conviction of a few members, 
but several others are under com- 
mitment. In Sooksaugor, llaro 
Sirdar and seven others have been 
transported for life, but there are 
still a number of the members of 

his gang at large. Another gang has also lately been discovered in 
Sooksaugor and Ranaghaut, to which we have two approvers, and against 
which Baboo Chunder Sekur Roy will commence operations shortly. 
Although %e have, as it were, only made a good commencement in this 
direction, there lias not been one single Dacoity in these three Thannahs 
during the year ; yet they are full of Dacoits ; but we must await the 
result of our last commitments before we proceed further. In para. 23rd 
of last years Report, Mr. Jackson alluded to theNosrayns, whose head- 
quarters were in Tkannah Ranaghaut, and who committed Dacoity in 
every direction, and at considerable distances. The man who turned 
approver was committed to the Sessions by Mr. Hope, after lie had given 
a long list of his crimes ; but be denied liis confession on trial, and was 
transported for life, so that we have lost him. I have not since had time 
to direct my attention to this gang, but I believe that the punishment 
of the six men taken up by the Baraset Police has had a good effect, 
and that they are quiet for the present. 

23. Further to the Eastward, in Tliannah Kuguzpookoorya, are the* 
remnants of the celebrated gang of Doloo and Sona Sirdars. 1 have 
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arrested and Committed seven of its members. The case is still pending 1 . 
The two Police Jemadars stationed at Chandoorea, near Coga, where 
Doloo and most of his associates resided, were in league with him lip to 
his conviction in 1851. The consequence, is that the offenders were 
traced in only one of the twenty-three Dacoities committed by his band, 
and in that case four only were punished. Goluck Roy Jemadar, who 
was last at Chandoorea, may be said to have been the head of tlio gang. 
We have two approvers, and two other members of the gang also confessed, 
but have since been transported. They all agree in denouncing this 
Jemadar as their patron. One speaks of him in the following terms : — 
“ Goluck Roy Jemadar and Ishwar Roy Burkundaz, of the Chandoorea 
Pharee, in Zillah Kishnaghur, were connected with tho Dacoits. I have 
never known the Jemadar himself go out on an expedition, but lie 
used to make us give him a share of tho spoil — housed to take ton annas 
and leave us six annas. When we did not commit Dacoities sufficiently 
fast for him, he used to send his own peadahs to collect people and 
make us go. On one occasion, Ilimmayt Mussulman, of Gojulla, went out 
on a Dacoity, (I don’t know exactly to which Dacoity this was,) and ho 
had concealed his intentions from the Jemadar. Somehow or other, 
Goluck Roy discovered this and set people at the Chandoorea Ghat to 
waylay him, and 1 limmayt was caught there with property. The Jemadar 
took all the mat and gave him five Rupees and released him, promising 
always to got him off if he was arrested in a Dacoity. 1 heard this from 
Himmayts own mouth, when he was released and came t# my father, 
Doloo Sirdar. On one occasion, via. in the Muddunpoor Dacoity, 
Ishwar Roy Burkundaz went with us. I forgot to mention his name, 
when I was writing down the particulars of that ease. But he went 
with us, the Jemadar sent him to see that we did not conceal any of 
the property. Ishwar Burkundaz came to our house, aud started with us, 
and was amongst the Dacoits who entered the Brahmin’s house. Mud- 
diuipoor is not far from Goga. 

“ Ou one occasion my father, Doloo, after a Dacoity about the Doorga- 
poojah time, gave the Jemadar a white gungajulleo shawl, which he had 
got in that Dacoity. I don’t recollect where that Dacoity took place, 
though I myself went to it. I will try to recollect aud afterwards 
write it down. 

“ There was a man with a false cliaprass also at the Pharee, who gave 
himself out as a Burkundaz. lie was an Up-country man, a Hindoo, lie 
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went witli us to the Sultnnpoor Dacoity. lie came on the part of the 
Jemadar, who was never satisfied with vnv father, and always was 
asking for money. Goburdlmu and Bhollai Sirdar were arrested in the 
feul tan poor case. Qoburdlnm was found wit It some of the stolen cloth, 
hut the Jemadar through some of his own people got him off. I To 
told the villagers not to give him a bad character. 

“In the Sultanpoorca.se, confessions were made implicating the Jemadar* 

“There was a Sooree lived in Ohandoorea, I don’t know his name ; lie 
had a largo Moodee’s shop in the village, not far off the Pbaree. When 
property from a Dacoity was to bo sold and divided between the Je- 
madar and us, we used to take it to this Sooree, and in the presence of 
the Jemadar sen it to the Sooree and share its proceeds. 

“ When we wanted money, the. Jemadar used at times to give us a 
Rupee or two to keep us going, and to pay the expenses of the road, 
when w r e were going on an expedition.’' 

2k That every word of this extraordinary account, is perfectly true, 
there is not a doubt, and Mr. Montresor appears to have found if out, for 
soon after the Jemadar was summarily dismissed. I must, remark, 
however, that this is a solitary instance, of the Police co-operating with 
Daeoit Gangs, though some of the best Darogahs in the 2kPt:rgunnal)s. 
Jlooghly, and Baraset are known to have entered into agreements with 
some Sirdars not to molest them, provided their Thannah jurisdictions 
were not disturbed. Goluck Roy served only a very few years in the 
Police, yet now lie resides in a comfortable pucka house in easy circum- 
stances near Kishnaghur. lie found not the slightest difficulty in giving 
me two sureties in 250 Rupees each, to appear whenever railed on to do 
so ; but I have no hope of convicting him. The removal of Teetoo 
Sirdar and some of his associates, as already alluded to in para, t of 
this Report, will, no doubt, have a salutary effect in the Sub-division 
of Kolaroa. 

25. In the Thannahs North of Santipoor, on the left bank of the. 
Rhaugiruthee, and along the Jelliiighee, we have made good progress. 
Dacoity in those Thannahs has all along been committed by the. Raitials. 
The gangs are small, but. very numerous, three or four usually joining 
together in each Dacoity. They are composed chiefly of Gwalas an ( j 
JV1 ussulmen. 

2(>. There have been but five Dacoities in the four Thannahs in which 
I have been at work, viz. Kotwalee, Nnddea, Augurdeop, and Hatrn. 
We have prosecuted to conviction only eleven of the Dneoifs from tins 

J) 
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neighbourhood ; but I have a long list, and shall probably make some 
fifty or sixty arrests, so soon as we can effect a little clearance ; but just 
now we have completely swainped the Sessions Court, and my work is 
nearly at a stand. We haVe information of five different gangs, spread 
about that part of the District, and on the opposite bank of the Bhaugi- 
ruthee, in Thannah Poorubstol, of Zillah Burdwan ; and what is more, we 
have also independent evidence to bring against most of Iheir members. 
One of these gangs has for its leader a Gwala, named Hurrish Ghose, 
who was mentioned by Bishto Ghose in his confession, published with 
last year’s Report, in No. XXI. of the Government Selections. This Hur- 
rish, better known as Golakata Hursha, from his having received a severe 
tulwar wound in his neck in a River Dacoity, is in the employ of Kessub 
Baboo, the Zemindar of Nakaseepara, who, to ensure his safety, has 
appointed him to watch over the female apartments, thus effectually 
baffling all attempts at arresting him. Some da}" or other, however, we 
shall catch Hurrish, and the Baboo may perl taps get into trouble. 

North and North-west we have as yet done nothing, but wo have 
material on which to make a beginning. Sixteen of (he Dacoities com- 
mitted in Zillah Nuddea in 1855 occurred iu that po tion of the Districts 
to which our operations have not yet extended, viz . ; — - 


In Bagdoho Thannah 2 

„ Dowlutgungo „ 2 

„ Do wangunge,, 1 

„ Meherporo „ 7 

„ Hardee „ 4 


27. Of River Dacoits I am unable to say more than was said last 
year; but I have made inquiries in several directions, and have reason 
to believe the rivers within our jurisdictions are now comparatively safe. 

28. The results of Captain Keigldy’s labors in this District will show 

how efficiently his operations are 
conducted. I annex (Appendix A.) 
copy of that Officer’s Report, which 
I have kept distinct from this, be- 
cause his duties are not, like ours, 
confined to the tracing out and 
prosecuting Dacoit Gangs in gene- 
ral. He has charge of tlio whole 
Zillah, and the investigation of 

every Dacoity occurring in the District is conducted by him. His Report 


Mulnapoor, 


Veab. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

Dacoity and ) 
Attempt . . 5 

29 

37 

27 

15 


Vide Appendix B. No. 7. 




( 19 ) 


•is thus complete as regards the crime, whereas mine confines itself 
strictly to our operations, without doing more than making occasional 
allusion to the proceeding of the local Authorities, or their success in 
tracing the offenders in each individual case of Dacoity. . 

29. The crime of Dacoity has sadly increased in Jcssore, and for the 

great increase I am unable to* ac- 
count. I know of but very few 
Dacoits who have escaped to the 
Eastward, and can scarcely believe 
that their appearance in the District 
could have the effect shown on the 
Returns. We have as yet done 
nothing in that part of our juris- 
diction, and indeed wo have so 

much before us in every direction, that I really do not know when wo 
shall commence operations against the gangs in that quarter. 

30. The aggregate result of the year in the seven Districts in which 
we have been employed are sbovvu in Appendix C. There is a decrease 
of 48 per cent, on last year, and of 79 per cent, as compared with the* 
Returns of 1851. 

31. Appendix F. shows the number of persons arrested and Urn 
manner in which they liavo been disposed of in this Office, and in 
Appendix G. I have given a list showing the result of the commitments 
which were entered as still pending in my predecessors last Report, 
together with those made since I received charge of this Office in April 
last. It will be seen that of one hundred and sixty-eight prisoners com- 
mitted, n i lie ty-niue were referred by the Sessions Judge to the Suddcr 
Court, with a recommendation that they be transported for life, seven 
were acquitted, six died before the Sessions tool; place, and lifty-six were 
still awaitiug trial. In the Sadder Court, of the ninoty-nmo referred, 
sixty-four were transported for life, three were acquitted, and thirty-one 
bad not been tried : one died before his case came on. 

32. These Returns, showing, as they do, that wo have now eighty-seven 
prisoners under trial, will, I think, very plainly prove the insufficiency of 
the machinery beyond us for the trial of those Dacoity cases. At this 
moment I can make no arrests , for then 1 is no hope of any case I 

. may now commit being taken up for the next six or eight months : but* 
it is very desirable that the Dacoits should always feel that we are 
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looking after them, and delay in punishment necessarily must have* 
a bad effect. 

33 Mr. Jackson very properly remarked, in a former communication, 
that “ it is not in the year in which gangs have been arrested that the 
effects of the arrests will appear so much as in the next year.” The 
resufts now reported are to be attributed to his operations, and to him is 
justly due the credit of this diminution in the crime of Dacoity. ] look 
forward with no small anxiety and apprehension to the Returns for the 
present year, for we labor under difficulties and doubts which daily 
become more embarrassing. It must not be infernal that, because only 
three of our prisoners have been acquitted by the Suddor Nizamul Court, 
the differences of opinion amongst the Judges as to the nature of the 
evidence required to warrant a conviction under Act XXIV. of 1813 
have ceased to exist. Such is, I grieve to say, far from being the fact. The 
uncertainty which so hampered my predecessor has not. been removed, T can 
find no decision of the year which has settled a single doubtful poiut, but 
I can show some that have raised fresh obstacles. There has been no 
argument on the law or tho system under which we are endeavoring to 
carry it into operation, and no decision of the full Court to decid ; for 
our guidance what will be found sufficient in all cases and by all Judges. 
The result of our commitments thus still depends on the Judges before 
whom they go. 

3k The experience of the past three years sufficiently shows that 
Dacoity in Bengal is committed by professional Dacoits, who, though 
they do not belong to certain tribes, art' systematically employed in 
carying their lawless pursuits in different parts of the country. To pre- 
vent and suppress Dacoity, these gangs must be removed. Imprison- 
ment for a term of years, or the breaking up these gangs by the 
confinement of the leader or some of its members, have proved alike 
ineffectual even to check this crying evil. To the instances brought 
forward by my predecessor in support of liis remarks of last May, I 
could add others ad infinitum; but it is a fact too clear to require demon- 
stiation that nothing will suffice to keep these Dacoits from crime, but 
to confine them for life. 

35. Is not the great increase of the crime of Dacoity clearly trace- 
able to the system which was insufficient to punish more than every 
now and then a few individual members of a gang? What then will 
be the effect when the truth becomes known to the Dacoits, that S3 per 
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•cont. of their number are beyond our reach ? Yet, if the results of past 
commitments bo a test of what will be required of us for the future, 
careful enquiry shows that it is positively a fact that, under the view 
now taken of the law, we can commit but twelve out of every hundred 
of the persons denounced to us, witli any hope of con vici ion. Dacoity 
has decreased to what it was in 1842 and 1848, and it may go still 
further back ; but, as experience discovers to them our impotence, the 
Dacoits will most certainly rcvasseiuble, and the increase will be more 
rapid than has been the diminution. They watch us with anxious 
curiosity. Already the acquittals of the past eighteen months have been 
productive of serious consequences, by preventing confessions, by induc- 
ing confessaries to recant, and in many other ways, directly and indirectly. 
We have been singularly unsuccessful in making approvers, and no less 
than twelve prisoners, who had confessed in this Office, plendcd not 
guilty before the Sessions. On the other band, we have had frequent 
applications from prisoners after conviction, begging to be permitted to 
remain as Goindahs. In one case, indeed, I ah war Metehna, when brought 
up to be released, prayed to be allowed to detail bis crimes, not knowing 
the warrant he saw in my hand was one of acquittal. 

86. I have noticed also with surprise evidences of suspicion in the 
minds of some of the Sudder Judges as to tin* integrity of our proceed- 
ings. We were on one occasion asked for explanation to satisfy the 
Judges that we had not obtained fresh confessions from some of our 
Goindahs to enable us to re-eommit tlie prisoners who had boon acquitted 
on a former occasion ; and in another case, wo were calk'd on for infor- 
mation to establish more clearly what had at my request l men stated bv 
my Deputy Magistrate on oath. In a third trial, it was plainly said, that 
there was “ no knowing what might have taken place” in this Ollieo to 
induce the prisoner to confess. I have already appealed to the Govern- 
ment on tliis matter, but I allude to it in this place to show the difficul- 
ties against which we have to contend. 

87. The only way of meeting the obstacles which so oppose us in our 
endeavors to suppress Dacoity appears to me by removing, from the 
operations of the ordinary laws, all professional Dacoits of any caste or 
creed, and placing the trial of such offenders under a system which will 
keep in view that on which we work. A kind of MdCroial Law must be pro- 
claimed against Dacoity, the rules, regulations, and limits under which it 
should bo cairicd out being first clearly and distiucly laid down, detailing 
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the mode in which the trials should take place, so as to ensure a fair trial* 
* to all parties. The question is, whether the emergency calls for such a 
measure, and on that point it is not for me to venture an opinion. I 
would only remark that the returns of the year can scarcely afford a 
proper test from which to judge of the evil. Gang Robbers may again 
commit Daeoity in these Districts at the rate of .above ten such crimes 
a week — indeed, elevated by tlio success which will consist in our failure, 
this is not only possible, but very probable. 

38. Appendix II. gives the number of Dacoities ascertained to Lave 
been committed in tlic Lower Provinces of this Presidency during the 
past year. It is, however, incomplete ; but 1 can wait no longer for 
replies to lny enquiries from the Districts, the Returns for which have 
not yet reached me. I regret this, as I am curious to see liow far our 
operations are felt in the neighbourhood, especially in West Rurdwau, 
Moorshedabad, and Maldah. I shall forward these Reports when they 
reach me, if worthy of notice. I annex also a Statement (Appendix I.) 
showing the number cf Dacoities commited in the Districts not within 
our jurisdiction, the estimated value of the property taken, and the 
number of persons convicted at tlic Sessions. This Table affords ample 
evidence of the necessity of some special measures for bringing Dacnits 
to trial, seeing that for one hundred and ninety-six Dacoities committed, 
with plunder of property valued at above 00,000 Rupees, only seventy- 
seven offenders were convicted. I should have liked to add the num- 
ber of these prisoners released on appeal, but necessarily a large pro- 
portion of the appeals are still undecided. In this Table also 1 have not 
been able to include the Returns of some Districts, but this will not 
affect the value of the Statement to prove how powerless the ordinary 
criminal system is against Dacoits. I have made extracts in the last 
column of this Statement from the letter of those Magistrates who were 
good enough to favor me with such information as they could furnish. 

3.0. During the year an increase has been sanctioned to the strength 
of the guards attached to this Office, and the salaries of the Omlahs have 
been raised. The former has been attended with marked ’ advantage, 
and the content produced by the latter measure lias also had its good effects. 
Wc have now sixty-two approvers on this establishment. It has been 
my endeavor, as mu&b as possible, to’ improve the condition of these - 
men, by inducing them to work, thus engaging their attention and 
averting the incitements naturally produced by idleness. I have not 
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*been unsuccessful. There is an appearance of cheerfulness and weff 
doing observable in some of them, and a satisfaction at the results of 
their industry, which promises to go far towards reclaiming them. Thus 
four of them have set up a cloth printing establishment on my premises, 
and the proceeds of the shop they have erected at the corner of my 
compound amount to some twenty to twenty-eight Rupees a month ; 
eleven others are engaged in weaving either gunnies or fine cloth ; another 
is the compounder in my Dispensary. Lylab is our blacksmith ; Dulloo 
is dufturree in the Deputy Magistrates Office ; Jadoo Dome has a laro-e 
treacle manufactory in the compound, in -which he employs four other 
approvers ; Sona Hajam was one of the best workmen in the Alii poor 
Jail, and as soon as he can complete his arrangements, will have tho 
contract for supplying all our prisoners with bedding and blankets. In 
this way forty-seven of these approvers earn from three to eight Rupt?cs 
a month. The Deputy Magistrate looks after the accounts and sees their 
money is not squandered. All the approvers, as you are aware, live in my 
ground; they each have their own hut, and, after a time, their wives and 
families are allowed to reside with them. They are permitted to <>o to tho 
Bazar twice a week under proper escort, otherwise they are not, allowed 
beyond the compound. It is remarkable that the idle men alone avail 
themselves of this privilege, the others are too busy to trouble themselves, 
and leave the women to look after the cook-room. I have been in commu- 
nication with Mr. Pratt, the Inspector of Public Schools, who promised 
his assistance in my endeavors to establish a School for the education of 
the children of the approvers, both malo and female, and I hope next 
year to be able to report that the School is well attended. 

40. In conclusion I desire to acknowledge the very efficient assist- 
ance rendered me by Baboo Chunder Sekur Hoy. This excellent 
Officer is indefatigable. He takes a lively interest in his duties, and 
the Returns lor the District of Burdwan, and the total disappearance of 
Dacoity in Benipoor, Santipoor, Sooksaugor, Ac., are the result of his 
exertions alone, llis duties are far more important and arduous than 
those of a Deputy Magistrate in the regular line, and I should be glad 
if his salary (now 350 Rupees) could be raised to 500 Rupees. I can 
perhaps, say nothing more honorable to him than that, after a service 
of twenty-three years as Darogah of Police, he is still a poor man. 

. 41. The Darogah of Thannah Selimabad, Moliamed Jailer, and * 

Sreeram Ghose, Mohurrir of Thannah Urnbica, have given us valuable 
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assistance?, and T recommend them to your consideration. Baboo Doorga- 
clmrn Oh ticker butty, of Thannah Nyehatee, in Baraset, continues to do us 
goo(i service. His own Thannah having been cleared of Dacoits, he has 
obtained information through his relations and friends to the gangs which 
infest the J essore District. He is an excellent Officer. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) J. R. WARD, 
Commissioner for the Suppression of Dacoity. 
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To 


J. II. WARD. Esurinn, 

Commissioner Jor 1 he Suppression of Jhtoniftp Iloophhp 


Sir, 


]\Iiil napoo 10/7/ January JS5tf, 


I TTA.VEt.ho honor to forward you a Yearly Stainuent of toy proceed- 
ings in Dacoity, which 1 trust tin* fTovernmenl will de< ni sal isiac lory, and with 
regard to which [ beg to make the following remarks : — • 

I commenced. my proceedings in the end of February lS.Vi, and since ilien have had 
t lie eases of one lmndred and thirty-three Daeoits to invest igate ; oftlmse lifly-one have 
heen committed by me, flic result being that 

15 Have been transported for life. 

10 Sentenced to nine years in banishment. 

JO Are before the Sudder. 

2 Sentenced to tive years with hard labor (one of these on appeal released 
by Sudder Nizam ut.) 

4 Have been committed. 

1 (Mudhoo Doss) — proceedings “quashed” by Sudder Ni/aimit. 

1 Sentenced to three years. 

0 Acquitted by Sessions J udge (these men belonged t.o a gang who were 
committed hy mein a simple ease ol* Dacoity, which 1 received Irom 

the Magistrate.) 

23 Have been dismissed by me for went of evidence (eighteen in eases 
received from the Magistrate and five released on security.) 

55 Remain under trial. 


The results of iny work may appear small; but T need not point out (o you, 
that in our Offices it requires a considerable time to collect information and evidence 
before proceedings can be commenced; but even taking this into consideration, my 
Yearly Statement would have shown a very different, amount of work, if it had not been 
for the delay that has ‘occurred, ami 1 am afraid will occur, in the return of the 
“ Nuthces" from the Sudder Court. (The commitment of upwards of thirty of the above 
fifty- tive Daeoits under examination has been delayed from this cause.) I have now, 
•however, sufficient evidence against most of the principal Daeoits in the worst Thaiinahs,* 

E 
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so my work will not be delayed as much as it lias been ; and I trust, by the end of tin?, 
year, that Dacoity will lx; of very rare occurrence in the District. Even now 
there is considerably less than there used to be. In 1854, there were twenty-four 
Daeoits; in 1855, thirteen, and only four of these have occurred siuce I made my 
first arrests in June; but I cannot believe that, without a radical reform in the Mofus- 
sil Police, the crime will ever be entirely stopped. There is a great difference between 
eradicating gangs of hereditary Daeoits or Thugs and the Daeoits of Bengal. The 
Buddh neks and Koeelmcks were one particular caste, and immediately the approvers’ 
evidence was brought to bear against them, they were destroyed. The Thugs, though 
belonging to all castes, were comparatively speaking few in number, and when evi- 
dence was obtained against them, the Land Gangs were at once exterminated, and the 
IJiver Gangs sufficiently so to keep them quiet ; but Dacoity in Bengal embraces every 
class and caste of the rural population of those Districts in which the crime is rife. 
In JVIidnapoor, in most of the twenty-four Thannahs (into which the District is divided,) 
there is a distinct gang, and in some two and even three; but they do not appear to 
commit Dacoity alter Dacoity in the systematic manner in which the Calcutta, llooghly, 
and other gangs did. Few of the Daeoits have apparently committed more than three 
or four Dacoities in the same year, and the generality of them only one or two. At the 
same, time the District (more especially the Salt Thannahs) is so swarming with had 
characters, that fresh gangs constantly spring up, and out of thirty or forty Daeoits 
(who may have been engaged in a Dacoity), sometimes there is hardly one that has been 
arrested before for the same crime. As far as my Eeturns show, there are between five 
and six thousand bad characters in the District (in this number are the men who 
have been in Jail for various offences) and there are upwards of ten thousand* Police- 
men ; and you must he well aware that the first person summoned by a Daeoit as a 
witness to his character is almost invariably the Village Chowkeedar ; so is it to be 
wondered at that fresh gangs do spring up ? 

In short, as long as one of our Offices remains at Mldnapoor, Dacoity, I believe, 
will cease. The transportation of a hundred in one District alone must, and will have, 
for some time, a fearful effect. But that this eifect (on the removal of the Office) will 
gradually wear away, there can be little doubt; still, while it lasts, could the Govern- 
ment- have a more favorable opportunity for reforming the Police ? However, this 
is a subject with which it may be deemed I have no business to meddle. 

There is one point with regard to Dacoity in this District which I wish to bring 
to your notice, as I am afraid it will necessitate the employment of more appi overs 
than I had hoped. 

In committing Dacoities, the gangs from different Thannahs arc in the habit of 
uniting, and for this purpose they often travel a distance of twenty to twenty -live miles, 
consequently in the confessions of the approvers there is often the greatest confusion 
in the names of the Daeoits denounced. 


* Ar shown in a Uuport on the I’olioe of Midnapoor, written by me in 1S5U, and forwarded to tho 
Govurmntmt, through the kindnoss of Mr. UiukottM. 
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Should there be any further information you may require, I trust you will write 
to me for it. 

Ajiologizing for the delay that lias occurred in the despatch of this, 

I have, Ac., 

(Signed) C. 11. KEIGFILY, 

Assistant General Superintendent . 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) J. li. WARD, 

Commissioner for the. Suppression of D a roily. 



STATEMENT of Persons (sentenced and acquitted) committed by Captain C. II. K eighty, Assistant General 
Superintendent for the Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoity , Bengal , during the year 1855. 
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41jCheedam I)ass, son of Obheeram 
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Midnapoor; \ (Signed) C. H. KEIGHLY, 

Office of A. G. S., > Assistant General Superintendent , 

The 1st January 1S36. ) Joint Magistrate. 
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(Signed) J. K. WARD, 
Commissioner for the Suppression of Dacoitg. 
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„ (Signed) J. B. WARD, 

Hooghlt j ~i _ , , _ 

Dacoity Commoner's Office, { Commoner for the Suppression of Dacoity. 

The 31$tf January 1856. J 
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A P P E N* 

STATEMENT showing the names^md residences . of Individuals committed 


T 

§1 

© 

, Names. 

Residence. 

Village. 

Thannah. 

Zillah. 

i 

Srocdhur Doss Koiburt 

Ghoogey 

Sooksaugor 

Nuddea 

22 

Madlmb Tan too 

lladhanagore 

llurripaul 

Hooglily 

a 

Srooinunt Poofloy ft 

Shah a bazar 

Dhunyakhally 

ditto 

4 

Be.shta Kowrah 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

fi 

Surbossur Dooley 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

( 

1J nun tram Bugdec 

Sroerampoor 


ditto 

7 

N mid Bngdco 

Beodipoor 

Selamahad 

Hurd wan ... 

8 

Poorga (Ilium Kulloo 

Parambooah 

Dhunyakhally 

Ilooghly .... 

S 

Nilmony (those* 

Sree ram poor 

ditto 

ditto 

10 

lesur Bagdee 

Neejumpoor 

Ryna 

Burdwan ... 

11 

Haro Sirdar Mussulman 

Sooksaugor 

Sjoksaugor 

Nuddea 

12 

Annnnd Choonarco 

Pnttnh 

ditto 

ditto 

13 

Tincowree llaroo Kowrah 

Dholarali 

Ilooghly 

ditto 

14 

A i rung Shall Mussulman 

Surdangah 

Sooksaugor 

ditto 

U 

Shartuck Mussulman 

Shorat.ee 

ditto 

ditto 

10 

Puran Mussulman 

Doorgapoor 

ditto 

ditto 

17 

Bodun Mussulman 

Balaydangah . 

ditto 

ditto 

18 

Hurrish Ghoso 

Jopoor 

Kotwali 

ditto 

10 

Iiamkoomar Ghose 

Mullapara 

Nuddea . . 

ditto 

20 

Saroo Ghoso 

Bamunpookoor . . 

ditto 

ditto 

21 

Bodun Ghoso 

Movakool . * 

Kotwali 

ditto 

22 

Klioodoc Sheikh 

Sahibnuggur 

ditto 

ditto 

23 

Joreep Sheikh 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

24 

Bhugwan Dooley 

Moondookholla . . 

Benipoor 

Ilooghly ... 

25 : 

Dado Issur Ghose + 

Sumra 

ditto 

ditto 

26. 

Mudun Ghose 

Abdoolpoor 

ditto 

■ditto 

27 

NTobin Ghoso ... < 

Chandra 

ditto 

ditto 

28 r 

r«ra Alkoosheo ... < 

Goopteoparah 

ditto 

ditto 

21M 

Jheeroo Chung ... 

Koogaray ,, 

limbi ca 

Burdwan ... 

30 f 

Sholmckmm Cliung ... J 

Moogdoobree . . j 

Pundooah . , - 

Ilooghly ... 

31 J 

tihoobun Sirdar ... J 

Hatgateha .. 1 

Dmbica . . J 

Burdwan ... 

321 

Bhugwan Ghose ... 1 

Moliutpoor . . j 

Hatra .. 1 

Nuddea 

• 


* Died 16th January 1665. + Died 11th April 1805. 
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DIX G. 

from this Office , with the results of tficir trials and the dates of the same . 


COMlUIHSrONER’s Of'KICK. 

Sessions Court. 

Nizamut Ai>awi.ut. 

ai 

us 

Committing 

Date of Com- 

Sentence or 

Date. 

Sentence or 

Date. 

< 

w 

Officer. 

niitment. 

iinal order. 

final order. 

PS 

Baboo Cli under 







Sokur Itoy ... 

5th Doc. 1854 

Acquitted 

12th Sept. 1855. 




E. Jackson, 







Esq. 

Oth ditto 

Referred to Ni- 






zanaut 

3rd Oct. 1S55 

Ponding. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dit to. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 



ditto 

ditto. 






ditto 

ditto 

Referred to Ni- 






zamut 

28 th Sept. 1855 

Transported 






for life . . 

8th Dee. 1855. 


Baboo Clumder 







Sokur Boy ... 

13tli ditto 

ditto 

29th Mar. 1855 

ditto 

9 th Juno 1S55. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto ... 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


E. Jackson, 







Esq. 

IGtli ditto 

ditto 

12th June 1855 

ditto 

2nd Aug. 1855. 


ditto . . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto .. 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


Baboo Chunder 







Sokur Roy . . 

22nd ditto 

ditto 

9th July 1855 

ditto 

21st Doc. 1855. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

Referred to Ni- 



: 



zamut 

9tli July 1855 

Transported 






for life ... 

21st Dec. 1855. 


ditto 

ditto 

Acquitted 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

23rd ditto 

Referred to Ni- 






zamut 

3rd ditto 

Transported 

11th Oct. 1855. 


ditto 

ditto . . . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


E. Jackson, 

Esq. 

ditto 

ditto 

12th June 1855 

ditto 

i 

20th July 1855. 
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1 • 
B 





Residence. 



®-G 

t 

Names. 


Village. 


Thannah. 


Zillah. 

38 

Doolaul Mussulman 

... 

Ganiparah 

. . 

Sooksaugor 

# , 

Nuddea 

34 

Nobin Dass Koiburt 

... 

Chundemuggur 

•• 

Chundemuggur 

•• 

Chundemug- 

gur 

35 

Issur Ghoso alias Issur Mateli a 

•• 

Bankipoor 

... 

Benipoor 

... 

Hooghly ... 

36 

Gopaul Sheikh 

•• 

Shahcbnuggur 

... 

Kotwali 

•• 

Nuddea 

37 

Oh under Joogeo 


TTadeepoor 


Kudumgatehoo 


Barasct 

38 

Mudoosoodun Udhikary 

•* 

Kashyarali 

... 

Gangooria 

• • 

Burdwan ... 

39 

Say to Goro Gwala 

•• 

Umbica 

... 

Umbica 

• ■ 

ditto 

40 

Premchund Bagdoe 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 

41 

Deunoo .Joogy 

. . 

ditto 

... 

ditto 

• • 

ditto 

42 

Onndco Soorv 

# . 

ditto 

. . 

ditto 


ditto 

43 

Bissonath Dooley 


Jhaput 

... 

ditto 


ditto 

44 

Boikunt Jar Bagdco 

... 

Rungpara 

. « 

ditto 

... 

ditto 

45 

Madhub Harco 

M< 

M ud m ihasla 

. . 

ditto 

#M 

ditto 

40 

Kangaloo Jlaree 

# # 

ditto 

... 

ditto 


ditto 

47 

Gopaul Ghoso 

•• 

Gopaulpoor 

... 

roorubstol 


ditto 

48' 

Shaful JVIullick 


Dhubullia 

•• 

Ilatra 

- 

Nuddea 

49 

Cboeroo Chung 

•• 

Chakloo 

•• 

Pundooali 

•• 

Hooghly ... 

50 

Ballaye Sheikh 


Andoolpotha 


Ranaghaut 


Nuddea 

51 

Rnimhuuder Moyra 

•• 

Govvary 

... 

Kotwali 

•• 

ditto 

52 

Kangalee Mussulman 


Pundooah 


Pundooah 

# , 

Hooghly ... 

53 

Uulloo Sheikh 

, , 

Khamarpara 

. . 

Selamabad 

. . 

Burdwan ... 

54 

Sumoer alias Scmo Faqueer 

. . 

Koolingram 

. , 

ditto 

. . 

i ditto 

55 

Hydur Faqueer 


ditto 

. . 

ditto 

. . 

ditto 

56 

Tauruk Dooley 

... 

ditto 

, , 

ditto 

. . 

ditto 

57 

Asseeruddy Sheikh 


Khamarpara 

... 

ditto 

... 

ditto 

58 

Jamar Mussulman 

... 

ditto 

, , 

ditto 

... 

ditto 

59 

Sroenath Bagdoo 

... 

Mugra 

, . 

Gangooria 

... 

ditto 

*60 

Gopaul Kotul 

... 

Kumullu Shagur 

, , 

Burdwan 

. . 

ditto 

61 

Rum zoo Faqueer 

... 

Alleepoor 


Dhunyakhally 

. . 

Hooghly ... 

62 

Mohecruddy Sheikh 

... 

Baltana 

... 

Ilooglily 

... 

ditto 

63 

Pootoo Faqueer 

... 

Koolingram 

... 

Selamabad 


Burdwan ... 

64 

Gopaul Kotmul Boona 

... 

Boulsce 

, , 

indesh 

. . 

ditto 

65 

Mudun Tikry 

... 

Debugram 

... 

Ranaghaut 

... 

Nuddea ... 

60 

Ram Chand Agoory 


Boidabatty 

# # 

Boidahatty 

... 

Hooghly . , 

67 

Dhuvmodo.'ss Bagdee 

Kallachand Shikaree » 


Shipta 


Ryna 

. , 

Burdwan ... 

68 

... 

Xladoo 

... 

Kudumgatehoo 

... 

Baraset 

69 

Shustee alias Poclia Bagdeo 


Simlah 

... 

Selamabad 


Burdwan . . 







( XXV ) 


Commissioner's Office. 

Session's Court. 

Nieamut Auawlvt. 

Committing 

Date of Com- 

Sentenco or 

Date. 

Sentence or 

Date. 

Officer. 

mitment. 

final order. ] 

linal order. 

Baboo Chunder 



26th Sept. 1855. 



Sekur Roy . . 

25th Doc. 1855 

Acquitted 



E. Jackson, 






Esq. 

30th ditto 

'deferred to Ni- 
zauiut 

15th Juno 1855 

Transported 

ET 

<4 

CO 

Cl 

C-I 

Baboo Chunder 




Acquitted ... 


Sekur Koy ... 

2Gth Jan. 1855 

ditto 

13th July 1855 

20th Doc.1855. 

E. Jackson, 






Esq. 

3lst ditto .. 

ditto 

28th May 1855 

Transported . 

22ml June 1855. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto . . 

12th ditto. 

ditto 

28th ditto 

ditto 

14th June 1855 

ditto 

27 th July 1855. 

Baboo Chumler 






Sekur Buy . . 

ldth Mar. 1855 

ditto 

25th ditto 

ditto 

2ndAug, 1855. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

<lit(0 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

12th Kept. 1855. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dit to 

2nd Aug. 1855. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Acquitted ... 

ditto. 

E. Jackson, 






Esq. 

7th April 1855 

ditto 

29th May 1855 

Transported. 

22nd June 1855. 

Baboo Ch under 



3rd July 1S55. 

13 th Sept. 1855. 

17th ditto 

1st June 1855 



Sekur Koy . . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

13th ditto 

ditto 

16t.li ditto 

1 7 tli ditto 

Acquitted 

ditto 

Referred to Ni* 
zamut 
ditto 

Pending. 
'.Tran sportei 

11th CM. 1855. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dilto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

di tto 

ditto 

cli tto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

dilto 

ditto. 

ditto • • 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditlo 

ditto. 

ditto • . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto ... 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

di tto. 

ditto • • 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto • • 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

25th ditto 

ditto 

15tJi ditto 

ditto 

27th July 1855. 

J. R. Ward, 




Pending. 


Esq. 

ditto 

28th ditto ... 

ditto 

8th Oct. 1855 


ditto •... 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

di t to . . . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

12th Juno 1855. 

ditto • . 

30th ditto 

ditto 

28th May 1855 

.Transported 

Baboo Chunder 
• Sekur Koy., 

11th May 1855 

i ditto 

14th Juno 1855 

ditto 

20th July 1855. 


II 



( xxvi ) 


1. 

si 

<i & 

6 ® 
fe 


RESIDENCE. 

Names. 

Yill age. 

Thannah. 

Zillah. 

70 

Nobin Ghose Gwala* ... 1 

Jmbica ... 

tJmbica 

lurdwan 

t 

71 

Madkub alias Madkoo Hareo ... 

Allipnor 

1 ungoor 

litto 


72 

rineowroe Bagdee 

Vfisregarry 

ditto 

ditto 

... 

78 

Sonatun Mundul 

loo j nor 

ditto 

ditto 

... 

74 

llamnarain Roy alias Narayn Royf 

dounl ossur 

Moontessitr 

ditto 

•• 

75 

Busseerooddoeu alias BausheeDhaw aj 

Majcvgram 

ivudumgatchee • • 

Baraset 

... 

70 

Sheikh Tummeozuddocn § 

Gogaon 

Kagazpookkooria . . 

Nuddea 


77 

Mudhoo Bagdee 

Betboony 

Jalianabad 

Ilooghly 

... 

78 

Hallaye Mussulman 

Gogaon 

Ivagazpookbooria . . 

Nuddea 


79 

Nund Ghose Gwala 

Belliadanga 

San tipoor 

ditto 

... 

m 

Moliun Ghose 

Pawnparah 

ditto 

ditto 


m 

Oomosh Pal Koomar 

Rauuxly 

ditto 

ditto 


82 

1‘rosunno Soory 

Belliadanga 

ditto 

ditto 


88 

Proincband Ghose Sutgopo 

Ranady 

ditto .. 

ditto 


84 

Ooincsh Chokory Ghose (J 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


«5 

Odoit alias Odiu Bagdoc 

Konecrpookhoor . . 

ITnihiea .. 

Burdwan 


8(1 

llurrisb Ghose Gwala. 

Mullipotha 

San tipoor ' . 

Nuddea 


8/ 

Issur Oojnia Gwala 

Panparah 

ditto 

ditto 


8>* 

Nobin Bagdoe 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


89 

1 Rndhamith Methoor Gwala 

Ranady 

ditto 

ditto 


DC 

1 Rugghoonalli Ghose Gwala 

lbimoonpoor 

Nuddea 

ditto 


yj 

Koobeer Ghose Gwala 

M oyakool 

Kotwali 

N uddoa 



Khorshod Shikaree 

Chandpoor 

Ivudumgatchee 

Barasot 


i n 

* Reemtd Mussulman 

Boallia 

ditto 

ditto 


IH 

\ Bhoirob Ghose 

Ilodcrpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

. • 

at 

' Azoutnnddeen Mussulman 

Sunkurpoor 

ditto 

ditto 


D( 

| Moo loo Mussulman 

ditto 

<litto 

ditto 

. . 

ib 

' Nooloo Mussulman 

Kaookiapara 

ditto 

ditto 


8f 

* Kanyt'shajie Paquoer 

Ghandpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

- • 

91 

* Moheb Uhurrnmy 

Hadeepoor 

ditto 

ditto 

•• 

10( 

^ Kassem Mussulman . , 

Soliapookhooria .. 

ditto 

ditto 

. . 

10J 

L Didar Gayn Shikaree 

Jadubpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

• • 

10S 

2 Iraanuloo Jollah 

Jheokrah 

ditto 

ditto 

» 

10 ; 

3 Shorn j Shikaree 

Jadubpoor 

ditto 

, ditto 

• • 

10* 

1 Toraub Khan Mussulman 

Hadeepoor 

ditto 

. ditto 


101 

> Syom Khan 

Koomrool 

ditto 

ditto 

• . 

lOi 

5 J ameer Mussulman 

Kaookiapara 

ditto 

. ditto 

• • 

10 : 

7 Dyem Shikaree 

Jadubpoor 

. ditto 

. ditto 

... 

10! 

3 Cliand Kalloepa Shikaroo 

Chitpoor 

. Chitpoor 

24'Pergun- 
nalis . . 

10! 

9 Bishto Ghoso 

, Moyakool 

. Kotwali 

Nuddea 


IK 

D llossein Noonia 

Majergram 

. Kudumgatelico ... 

Baraset 



* Approver. + Diod 16 l tk November 1355. + Approver. § Ax»proYer. || Diod lOtli Oct. 1855* 



( xxvii ) 


Commissioner’s Office. 

. - . 

Sessions Court. 

NrZAMOT Adawlut. 

Committing' 

Officer. 

Date of Com- 
mitment. 

Sen ton oc or 
final order. 

Dale. 

Sentence or 
final order. 

Date. 







( xxviii ) 


h 

Names. 

Residence. 

w w 

Village. 

Thannah. 

Zillah. 

113 

Bheom Bagdee 

Ghotoogatchoo 

Sooksaugor 

Nuddea 

112 

Goohi Mussulman 

Raorali 

Selamahad 

Burdwan . . 

113 

Anund Chunder Ghose Kaist 

Gharghat 

Ivullingah 

Baraset 

114 

PonaUllah 

Katagunge 

Kotwa 

Burdwan ... 

115 

Sheikh. J oreob Sirdar 

Solapookhooria 

Kudumgateliee . . 

Baraset • . 

11(5 Mudhoo Chung 

Gunncishbatty 

Rajapoor 

Howrah 

117 Ishwar Kulloo 

Kazurdliaua 

Kudumgatclieo ... 

Baraset 

118 Ilurrish Napib 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

119 Madkub Napit 

Maj ergram 

ditto 

ditto 

120 Kulloo Dhawa 

Nirmisha 

ditto 

ditto 

121 Amioo Dhawa 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

122 John Mahomed Mussulman 

Khanpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

123 Pittnmbur lvaiuar alias Pittambur 





Haroo 

Majergram 

ditto 

ditto 

124 Durbesh Mussulman 

Baroony 

Ivullingah 

ditto 

125 Sona Oollah Pathan 

Burgetehia 

Kudumgatchce . . 

ditto . , 

120 Boikuut Tooreo . . 

Majergram 

ditto . . 

ditto 

127 Neelkumul Ghoso 

Ghet-gateheo 

Sooksaugor 

Nuddea 

128 Chundor alias Chundra Haree 

Aumrah 

Selamahad 

Burdwan . . 

129 Sona Ha jam 

Gogaon 

Kaguzpuokliooria. . 

Nuddea 

130 Radhanuuth alias Radlia Harco 

Amoodpoor 

Ganjooria 

Burdwan ... 

131 llaboo Faqueer 

Bcllara 

iPundooah 

Hoogldy . . 

332 Jadoo Faqueer 

Kool ingrain 

Selamahad 

Burdwan . . 

l33Kadoo Faqueer .. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto . . 

134 Madary Faqueer 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

335 Hosnah Faqueer 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

136 Beclio Faqueer 

Noodypoor 

Gangooria 

ditto 

137 Khoodi Chandal 

Kalsi 

ditto . . 

ditto 

138 Mudhoo Bagdee Haroo 

Simla 

Selamahad 

ditto 

139 Lukliun alias JLukhun Bagdee 

Kaja 

Ganpoor 

ditto 

140 Sliamu Dome 

Deysolia 

ditto 

ditto 

141 Koop Chaud Moocheo 

Kalnah 

Solaraabad 

ditto 

142 Mohcs llaruo 

Sroepalla 

Pundooah 

Hoogldy ... 

143 Dinonath alias Dinoo Chandal ... 

Nehalpoor 

j 

Buseerhaut 

Baraset 

144 Jadoo M ussulman 

Bhatparali 

Noihatty 

ditto 

145 Aund Roy 

Chaklah 

Kullingah 

ditto 

140 Goggon Mundul Mussulman 

ditto . . 

ditto 

ditto 

147 Pootee Mlindul Mussulman 

Gossainpoor 

Kudumgatchce ... 

ditto 

148 Tinnoo Ghose 

Putta 

N uddea 

Nuddea 

149 Ramessur Ghose •• 

Sliatihuupara 

ditto 

ditto 

150 Kasseom Biswas Mussulman . . 

Gungapoor 

Kudumgatchce . . 

Baraset 



( xxix ) 




1 

Commissioner's Office. 

. Sessions Court. 

Nizamut 

Adawlut. 

Commiting 

Date of Com- 

Sentence or 


Sentence or 

Date. 

Officer. 

mitmont. 

final order. 


final order. 

Baboo Chun dor 






Sekur Koy... 

28tli July 1855 

Referred to Ni- 






zamut 

6th Sept. 1855 

Transported 

11th Oct. 1855. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

10th ditto 

ditto 

3rd Nov. 1855. 

J. Ik Ward, 






Esq. 

7th Aug. 1855 

ditto 

5th Doc. 1855 

Pending. 


Baboo Chnnder 






Sokur ltoy.. 

13th ditto ’ ... 

ditto 

15th Sept. 1855. 

Aequitttod . , 

28th Doe. 1855. 

J. R. \V ard, 






Esq. 

20th ditto . . 

ditlo 

14 th Dec. 1855 

Pending. 


ditto 

ditto . 

ditto 

11th Sept. 1855 

Transported 

llth Oct. 1855. 

ditto 

28th ditto 

Pending. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto .. 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto .. 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




Baboo Chunder 






Sokur Hoy... 

30th Doc. 1855 

Referred to Ni- 





l 

zamut 

7th Sept. 1855 

Transported 

11th Oct. 1855, 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

14th Nov. 1855 

ditto 

21st I)oe. 1855. 

ditto 

25th Sept. 1855 

ditto 

27 tli Sept. 1855 

ditto .. 

3rd Nov. 1855, 

ditto 

1st Oct. 1855 

ditto 

3rd Oct. 1855 

ditto ... 

21st Doc. 1855. 

ditto 

15th Nov. 1855 

Pending. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

26th ditto 

ditto. 




J. Jl. Ward, 






Esq. 

29 th ditto 

Referred to Ni- 






zamut 

14th Dec. 1855 

Pending. 


Baboo Chunder 






Sekur Roy . . 

1st Dec. 1855 

Pending. 




J. K. Ward, 


! 




Esq. 

6th ditto 

ditto. 




ditto • . 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

10th ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto . . : 

20th Doc. 1855 

ditto. 






1 l 





( xxx ) 



Residence. 


Village. 

Thannah. 

Zillah. 


Roodroopoor . . 

Kagazpookhooria . . 

Nuddca 


Kandpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

, . 

Malpookhooria 

ditto 

ditto 


Chimdoorea . . 

ditto 

ditto 


Goberah 

ditto 

ditto 

f m 

Ilakeeinpoor 

Luhs ha 

Barasot 


Gurgulla 

Goberdanga 

JV ud(iea 

• • 

1‘oorubstol .. 

1‘oorubstol 

Burd wan 

. # 

Suntuli . 

ditto 

ditto 

... 

Mertullah 

ditto 

ditto 

• • 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

• • 

Duttparali 

Selamabad 

ditto 


Abooyoghatiy 

ditto 

ditto 


Chollo 

Dhunyaklially 

Hooglily 

... 

Buidudanga 

Gungoor 

Burd wan 

Kecha 





Moyakole 

Kotwalli 

N uddea 

•• 

.1 orasanko 

Calcutta , . 

Calcutta 


gts. 

o 


Names. 


151 Goburdhun Mussulman 


]52 

153 


Bh oil aye Sheikh 
Nooluo Sirdar Mussulman 


154 Chundor Gowlali 
155!Bullaye Mussulman 


156 

157 

158 


Mullock Clmnd Kulloo 
[Sheikh Himmayt 
Madkuh Ghose 


159;Sreeram Biswas 
160 1 
161 

1G2| 


163 

164 
165 1 
166; 


Haradhun Nnga 
Sham Bagdoe 

Kangla Bagdoo 


[Suda Faqueer 
Ilallam Mussulman 
Dlmnga Mudhoo Bagdco 
'Tishen Chundor Ghose a 
Kooria 


167|Bhujuhurry Aus Tarnloe 


Abstract 


Number of prisoners 
under trial on 31st March 
1855. 

Committed from April 
to December 1855. 

Total number of per- 
sons under trial before 
Sessions. 

Sessions Court. 

Sudder Court. 

Zfl 

o • 

^ "p 
a- S 
t! 

a> 

Punished. 

Acquitted. 

Died, 

Pending. 

Transported for 
Life. 

Acquitted. 

Died. 

Pending, 

47 

.121 

168 



7 

6 

56 

64 

3 

1 

31 


IIoOUIILY, 

The 31 st January 1856. 








( xxxi ) 


Commission ek’s Office. 

Sessions Coukt. 

Nizam ut Adawlut. 

a 

Committing 

Date of Com- 

Sentence or 

Date. 

Sentence or 

Date. 


Officer. 

mitment. 

final order. 

Jiual order. 

(A 

J. n. 

Ward, i 






Esq. 


21st Deo. 1855 

Pending. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

dit to. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


22nd ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





Baboo Clmndor 







Sekur 

Hoy. . 

2Gtli ditto ... 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto . . 

ditto.' 




■ 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 

•• 

27th ditto .. 

ditto. 





J. R. 
Esq. 

Ward, 

28t.h ditto 

ditto. 






2Mi ditto ... 

i ditto. 

i 





(Signed) J. R. WARD, 

Commissioner fur the Suppression of Dacoity* 





( xxxii ) 

APPENDIX H 


-STATEMENT showing the number of Dacoities and Attempts to 
commit Bacoity ascertained to have been committed in the Lower 
Provinces , during the years 1852 - 53-54 and ’ 55 . 


Districts. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Bolmr 


3 

8 

10 

15 

5 

0 

Boorbhoom 


51 

69 

38 

24 

0 

14 

Burd wail, East 


80 

67 

62 

27 

0 

35 

Burdwan, West 


103 

43 

27 

42 

15 

0 

Baekergungo 


1 

0 

1 

7 

0 

0 

Blmugulpoor 


10 

72 

13 

6 

0 

7 

Monghvr 


6 

6 

4 

3 

0 

1 

Chittagong 


0 

5 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Cuttack 


0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Poo roe 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Balfisoro 


3 

1 


2 

0 

7 

Dinagepoor 


r; 

27 

77 

17 

0 

0 

Mai dull 


25 

47 

26 

9 

0 

17 

.1 )aeca 


1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

0 

Furreodpoor 


4 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Jlooghly 


136 

95 

61 

33 

0 

28 

.7 e.s sore 


33 

48 

4 1 

68 

24 

0 

Moorsliedabad 


63 

58 


54 

21 

0 

Myinensing 


8 


72 

3 

0 

9 

Midnapoor 


29 

37 

27 

15 

0 ! 

73 

Nnddua 


67 

77 

47 

23 

0 

18 

Patna 


5 

0 

2 

4 

2 

0 

Purnoali 


o 

4 

70 

4 

0 

6 

Rtmgpnor 


36 

34 1 

39 

83 

0 

(» 

Jlajshahye 


27 

60 

27 

26 

0 

1 

Bogmh 


77 

35 

30 1 

58 

28 | 

0 

Pubria 


9 

17 

19 | 

14 

0 J 

5 

tdmhabud 


1 

0 

1 

5 

4 

0 

Savun 


1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Cluuuparun 


0 

12 

0 

3 

3 

0 

S.vlhet 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tirlioot 


1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tipperali 


2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

0 

JNowakhally 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24-Pergunualis 



11 

7 

2 

5 

3 

0 

Howrah 


40 

27 

9 

5 

0 

4 

Barasct 


48 

23 

10 

8 

0 

7 

Total 

.... 

820 

877 

574 

511 

112 

175 


Deduct Increase .... 112 


Actual Decrease .... 03 


IIoogiily, } 

The 31 st January 1856. 5 


(Signed) J. R. WARD, 
Commissioner for the Suppression of Vaco it y. 
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(Signed) WILLIAM AINSLIE. 
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Hooghlt, | (Signed) J. R. WAKD, 

The Slstf January 1856. J Commissioner for the Suppression of Dacotty. 
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RESOLUTION. 

Head a letter No. 32, dated lDlli February, from the Officiating Commissioner 
Judicial Circuit, Burdwan Division, submitting a Report from Mr. 

J. R. Ward, Commissioner lor the Suppression of Dacoity, 
regarding the operations of his Office for the year 1855. 

Twenty-fouii Pekgonnahs. — The marginal Statement shows an increase in the 
JS52 lm lsr|4 1RV> crime of Dacoity. This is fully accounted for, and the 

-yj- — y- -y result of the proceedings of the local Police was most 

successful. In four of the cases, out of forty-five Dacoits 
arrested, forty were convicted, three acquitted by the Sessions Judge and two hy the 
Magistrate. Mr. Ward observes : — “ These figures speak for themselves. If the Police 
of other Districts could work with the same success, Dacoity would soon disappear.'* 
In the fifth case, which occurred at Neemtah, no trace of the Dacoits could he found 
at the time. They were supposed hy Mr. Ward to he part of a gang from Calcutta, 
men who had taken refuge in the Capital from the Dacoity Commissioner’s warrants. 
The Lieutenant-Governor observes that the difficulty and delay of which Mr. Ward 
complains in getting his warrants executed in Calcutta ought now to have ceased, 
since the publication of the new Law, Act XVII. of’ 1856*, which dispenses with the 
countersignature of one of the J udges of the Supreme Court. 

JJauaset.— D acoity in this District has nearly ceased. Two notorious Dacoits, 
Kallachand and Jadoo Mussulman, have been arrested dur- 

1852. 1853. 1854. 1855. 

— — mg the year. Two of the Daeoitics which occurred during 

31) 23 i* 3 * 

the year are’ supposed hy Mr. Ward to have been the work 
of gangs from other Zillahs. 

I [own Air. — Though there is a decrease in the Return of this District, the con- 
tinuance of Dacoity is attributed by Mr. Ward to the 
release of the Sul ken Gang, which took place in February. 
(See Sudder JVizamut M(*port } February 1855, page 263.) 
It would certainly appear from the present Returns, that as long as the members of this 
gang were in prison Dacoity ceased, hut that on release it immediately re-con imenced 
in that part of the country which had been the scene of their previous depredations. 

The Commissioner notices the arrest of a notorious Dacoit named Mudhoo Chung, 
who has confessed to twenty-four Daeoitics. This man commenced his career as a 
Daeoit in 1841. He was arrested eleven times by the local Police on the charge of 
Dacoity, and on five occasions he was committed to the Sessions ; once lie was con- 
victed at the Sessions, but escaped on appeal to the Sudder Court. Mr. Ward observes, 
that since the arrest of this man, only one Dacoity has occurred in the Thannahs in 
which he carried on his lawless pursuits, and he believes that it was committed by 
another gang. 

Hoqchly. — Though there has been a most important reduction in the amount 
of Dacoity in this District, the crime still exists. The most 
unfortunate parts of the District are Thannahs L yd chatty and 
DlninyakhalJy. The former stretches along the whole rivtY 


1852. 

37 


1854. 

9 


1855. 


1852. 1853. 1854. 

128 93 59 


JS55. 

33 
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front (with the exception of the town of Seram poor) from Snlkea to Chandernagore,* 
and is full of wealthy inhabitants. It is particularly open to the inroads of Dacoits 
from Calcutta and all the adjacent Districts. In Dhunyakhnlly Mr. Ward states that 
he has as yet hecn aide to do little. Seven offenders belonging to this Thannah were 
under trial at the close of the year, but three of them were subsequently acquitted 
by the Sudder Court. 


:i sr/j. 
05 


185.'!. 

50 


1854, 

47 


Ruejuwan. — The crime of Dacoity still exists, though much reduced in this Dis- 
trict. The Dacoity Commissioner reports the escape of 
Sona Faqueer and Goohee Sheikh, two important members 
of the Faqneer Clang of Dacoits, who used to prey on this 
District. A reward of one thousand Rupees was offered for the capture of Sona Faqueer, 
and through the incessant exertions and pursuit maintained, he has since been re-ap- 
prehended. 

The history of the career of Sonatun Mundul, narrated by the Dacoity Commis- 
sioner, is very remarkable. During the most active part of his life as a Dacoit, lie was 
nine times arrested by the local Police and live times committed to the Sessions. On 
three trials at the Sessions he was acquitted, but though convicted on two others, he 
was on both occasions released on appeal to the Sudder Court. The case of this man 
and of Mudhoo Cluing above noticed in the Ilow r rah District strongly exemplify 
the ineiHeieney of the ordinary Courts in dealing with the crime of Dacoity, 
for although both these offenders were well known to the Police, it was impossible 
to secure their eon victim by the formality of a Sessions Trial, subject to an ulterior 
appeal. 


3853. 

71 


1S54. 

40 


1855. 

U:i 


Nuduisa. — In this District Dacoity has received a considerable check, although 
the Dacoity Commissioner reports that hie proceedings Averts 
not thoroughly matured. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad 
to know that, the Police Jemadar, Goluck Roy, wh(7 was in. 
league with the Dacoits of this District, has been convicted in the course of the present 
year, a result which Mr. Ward scarcely anticipated when writing his Report. The 
capture of the notorious offender, Golakatu Ilurrish Ghose, has also been recently 
elfectcd. 


Mr. Ward has remarked that, in the Thannahs North of Santipoor, on the left 
hank of the 1 Rhaugiruthee and along the dell inghee, Dacoity has all along been 
committed by the Lattials. The gangs are small, hut very numerous, three or four 
usually joining together in each Dacoity. They are composed chiefly of Gwalas and 
Mussulmans. 

Midnavooe. — The operations against Dacoity in this District are conducted by' 
, OF „ „ Captain Keighly, who acts as an Assistant to Mr. Ward by 

1852. 1 “5 o. 1854. 1 Su5. . \ * 7 

UsT l&T ™ ~ working against old offenders on the approver system, and 

also undertakes the investigation of all the cases of Dacoity 
occurring in the District, immediately they are reported. 
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One hundred and tliirty-tliree Dacoits were arrested by Captain Keighly, and 
have been disposed of as follows : — 

15 Transported for life. 

10 Sentenced to nine years’ banishment. 

10 Pending reference to the Sadder Court. 

2 Sentenced to fifteen years’ imprisonment. 

4 Committed to Sessions. 

1 Proceedings quashed hy the Sudder. 

4 Sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. 

9 Acquitted at the Sessions. 

23 Released by Captai^Keiglily (live on security). 

55 Awaiting trial. 

Total... 133 


1852. 1853. 185-1. 1855. 

16 40 47 6H 


Among the Dacoits committed by Captain Koiglily are six female prisoners, of 
whom one has been convicted and is now employed as an approver, a second was con- 
victed at the Sessions, but was released by the Sudder. The remaining four were ac- 
quitted by the Sessions Judge. The Lieut enant-Oovcrnor desires to receive a further 
Report regarding the circumstances under which these women have been charged with 
Dacoity, especially as the ages of three of the prisoners acquitted by the Sessions 
Judge are set down at only fit teen, sixteen and twenty respectively. 

Jessore. — Whilst Dacoity has decreased in all the other Districts, it. has increased 
in equal proportion in Jessore. The Dacoit y Commissioner 
states that he is unable to account for this circumstance — 
lie has as yet been unable to do anything in this part of 
his jurisdiction, having been fully occupied with .his other duties. The Lieutenant- 
Governor regrets this circumstance, hut measures are now in contemplation for extend- 
ing the Agency of the Dacoity Commissioner in this District by the appointment of an 
additional Deputy Magistrate to his Office. 

The beneficial elfect of the Dacoity Commissioner’s operations in the seven Dis- 
tricts in which he has been active- 
ly employed is best shown by the 
reduction noted in the margin in 
the total numbin’ of the Dacoities 
which have occurred there. 

The total number of persons under trial before the Dacoity Commissioner during 
the year amounted to two hundred and twenty-nine, of whom one hundred and thirty- 
six were committed to the Sessions, twenty-three were pending before the Dacoity 
Commissioner, thirty-three were released for want of evidence, five died, and the 
remainder were otherwise disposed of. 

Although only one hundred and thirty-six prisoners were committed to the Sessioflte 
during the year, there were, including the prisoners pending from the previous year, 

• altogether one hundred and sixty-eight prisoners for trial at the Sessions during 1 855/ 


24-rergtuiuahs. 

Barn, wet. 

Howrah. 

Jloogldy. 

Burdwnn. 

Nuddoa 

Midnapoor. 


1S50. 

461 


1851, 1852. 1853. 1854. 

524 i 411 327 212 


1855. 

Ill 
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Of those only seven were acquitted, six died, and ninety-nine were referred to the Sad- 
der Court; fifty-six being pending trial at the close of the year. Of the ninety-nine 
prisoners referred from the Sessions to the S udder, sixty-four were transported for life, 
three were acquitted, one died, and the cases of thirty-one were pending trial. 

The Lieutenant-Governor considers the result exliibited by these commitments to be 
exceedingly creditable to the Dacoity Commissioner. 

The trial of the fifty-six prisoners pending before the Sessions Court at the end of 
the year had all been disposed of before the 3rd March by the Additional Sessions 
Judge, to whom a special reference on the subject was made by Government. 

• The Dacoity Commissioner complains, that- the differences of opinion among the 
Judge of tin; Sudder Court on points of Law collected with his proceedings have not 
been reirmyed by any authoritative ruling of the full Court during the year, lie observes 
— “ There lias been argument on the Law or the system under which we are endeavour- 
ing to carry it into operation, and no decision of the full Court to decide; for our 


guidance what will be found sufficient in all cases and by all Judges. The result of 
our commitments thus still depends on the Judges before whom they go.” 


In the 3Gth para, of his .Report, the 

6. ° Regarding the expressions nsed by Mr. 
Dick, they up pour from his Minute of the Xlth 
Maxell lust, to have been intended only as a 
general and perhaps vagueduolamtiou of doubt, 
Mr. ltaikes speaks of them as * standing alone 
on nothing more than a vague suspicion, ’ and 
considers that Mr. Ward ‘had some right to 
take exception to them.’ Mr, Ward will 
therefore be informed that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has not considered it necessary to 
found upon them any such investigation into 
his proceedings, as that Officer has solicited.” 

7. “ The Court have mentioned sovornl cases 
in whioh the proceedings of the Dacoity Com- 
missioner have been Hhown to have been de- 
fective, and it is certain that the Judges Of 
the Court, by whose careful investigation those 
defects were detected and exposed, deserve the 
greatest credit. But the small projiortion which 
these few failures hear to the long array of 
cases in which the judgment of the Court 
has confirmed the signal success of the Dacoi- 
ty Commissioner, appears to the Lieutenant- 
Governor to lead to a conclusion which is most 
favorabieto the onds of justice. It would have 
been unreasonable to Hupjioao on the other 
hand, that, proceedings which depend Ho much 
on the statements of hardoned criminals em- 
ployed on a peculiar system as approvers 
against their accomplices should not have 
been marked by occasional fraud and failure. 
The rarity of such failures is almost astonish- 
ing, hut on the other hand it is very gratify- 
ing to find that such failures have not escaped 
the eye of the Court, whose suspicion has been 

' oonstnhtly on the watch for the detection of 
the smallest shortcoming." 

1862. 1863. 1854. 1855. 


Dacoity Commissioner writes : — “ I have noticed 
also with surprise evidences of suspicion in the 
minds of some of Die Sudder Judges as to. the 
integrity of our proceedings.” He particularly 
refers to one case, in which it was plainly said 
that “ there was no knowing what might have 
taken place in this Office to induce the pri- 
soner to confess. I have already appealed to 
the Government on this matter, but I allude 
to it in this place to show the difficulties 
against which we have to contend.” The case 
noticed by Mr. Ward has recently been dispos- 
ed of by the Lieutenant-Governor, after a cor- 
respondence with the Sudder Court, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor having strongly express- 
ed his opinion (as quoted in the margin) in 
favor of the integrity of the Dacoity Commis • 
signer’s proceedings, does not think it necessary 
to refer any further to the subject. 

The Dacoity Commissioner has submitted a 
Statement exhibiting the comparative number 
of Dacoities .which have been committed in all 


826 *817 ~674 mi" the Districts in Bengal, during the last four 

years. The decrease is almost entirely in the 
Districts affected by the operations of Mr. Ward’s Office. 

Another Statement submitted by Mr. Ward shows that, in the twenty-four Districts 
not subject to his Office, there occurred, in the year 1855, two hundred and ninety-two 
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Dacoities and Attempts at Dacoity, in which property to the amount of Rupees 
1,11,734-2-2 was carried oil*, anil only one hundred and fifty persons were convicted 
at the Sessions. 

In the eight Districts, including Jessore, subject to the Dacoity Commissioner, 
there were one hundred and seventy-nine Dacoities, and property to the amount of 
27,808-11-10 was carried oil*. The Statements do not, however, show what was the 
number of persons convicted at the Sessions in these eight Districts, the proceedings of 
the Dacoity Commissioner having little or no concern with the investigation of offences 
as they occur, that duty belonging, except in Midnapoor, to the District Magistrate. 

The Lieutenant-Governor has noticed with satisfaction Mr. Ward’s remarks on the 
conduct and employment of the approvers in his custody. 

The Lieutenant-Governor fully concurs in the opinion expressed by Mr. Elliot, 
regarding the zeal and ability which have uniformly distinguished Mr. Ward’s pro- 
ceedings, and his conduct has deservedly entitled him to the thanks of Government. 

The high character of Da boo Ch under tSckur Roy, Deputy Magistrate, is noticed 
in most favorable terms by Mr. Ward and Mr. Elliot, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
will be glad to pay every attention to the recommendation for his promotion as soon as 
a vacancy occurs in the higher grade. 

Fort William, 1 

The 24 th October 1856. j 

Nos. 3239, 3240 and 3241. 

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Commissioners of 
Burdwan and Nuddca and to the Dacoity Commissioner. 


No. 18. 

To 

The JUNIOR SECRETARY to tjie GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 

Fort William. 

Dated Hooghly, 12 th January 1857. 

In the Resolution of Government on the Report of the operation of this Office 
for the year 1855, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor expressed a desire to receive 
a further Report regarding the cireum stances under which six women were commit- 
ted for trial by Captain Keiglily on a charge of Dacoity, I have accordingly now the 
honor to submit the following particulars on the subject. 

2. Regarding the female who volunteered, while in confinement, in the Midnapoor 
Jail, to give information against Daeoits, little need be said. She was, with 
the sanction of Government, transferred to the Assistant Commissioner’s custody, 
gave a detailed confession, was tried and convicted, and eventually pardoned under 
orders of Government No. 1430, of the 23rd June 1855. Captain Keighly’s opera- 
tions were then only beginning. It was essential to obtain information, and this 
woman, though herself not a valuable acquisition as an approver, gave a clue on which 
further information was procured, and several Daeoits prosecuted to conviction. 

K 
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3. The other fire women were committed by Captain Iveigldy as receivers in 
a case of simple Dacoity, the enquiry into which he had conducted. The case in ques- 
tion will be found recorded at page 894 of the Nizamut j Reports, Vol, II. for 1855. 
The judgment of the Sessions Court, as printed, does not give the grounds on which 
four of the women were released ; but the following were the reasons the Judge 
recorded in his statement for acquitting them: — “The prisoners Nos. 17, 18, 19 and 
29 are the wives and mistresses of the prisoners Nos. 8 and 9. Their compli- 
city in the Jlaeoity is confined to their producing the stolen property from their 
houses when desired to do so by prisoners Nos. 8 and 9. They may have had a 
guilty knowledge that the property was concealed in their houses, and of what 
nature it was ; but there is no proof that they received the property, or acted in 
any way independently of their husbands, the prisoners aforesaid.” 

4. Although the figured Statements do not show such a favorable out-turn 
as 1 could have wished, there were many serious difficulties which Captain ICeighly had 
to contend with. The Office was new, and there were a number of little obstacles 
which could not be foreseen, and which experience alone could point, to, all of winch 
luul to be overcome, and mean wl tile greatly impeded its progress ; indeed, so serious 
were the consequences which delay in the final disposal of the approver cases produced, 
that on the 2l)Lh December 1855, Captain Koiglily addressed the Sessions Judge of 
Midnapoor, soliciting a reference to the Sudder Court and pointing out how his 
operations were almost at a stand. 

5. These difficulties and obstacles have now been overcome. I lately visited 
Midnapoor, and purposely deferred submitting these remarks, till I should have looked 
closely into matters. The Ret urns for 1 85(5 will, I am confident, entirely satisfy the 
Lieutenant-Governor. I venture, therefore, earnestly to express a hope that, if what 
I have now stated does not remove any unfavorable impression His Honor may 
entertain of the efficiency with which our operations were conducted last year in Mid- 
napoor, he may he pleased to suspend his judgment in the matter till I shall have 
laid before him my lleport for 1850. 

I have, Ac., 

(Signed) J. It. WARD, 
Commissioner for the Suppression of Dacoity. 


From 


to 


No. 102. 

Trie SECRETARY to tiie GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 

The COMMISSIONER for the SUPPRESSION of DACOITY. 


Dated Fort William , the 14 th January 1857. 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 18, of the 
12th instant, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant-Governor is satisfied with the 
explanation furnished regarding the cases in which some females were committed by 
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Captain Keighly, your Assistant at Midnapoor, and which were noticed in the Reso- 
lution on their part of your proceedings for the year 1855. 

2 . 1 am directed to add with reference to your last two paras., that the Lieute- 

nant-Governor has much pleasure in acknowledging the valuable services rendered by 
Captain Iveighly during the year in question, in the D acuity Department of his Ollice. 

I have, Ac., 

(Signed) W. GREY, 

Secretary to the Gorcrnwnit of Bvnyal. 

(True Copies) 

J. It. WARD, 

Commissioner for the Suppression of Bacoity . 


John Guay, “Calcutta Gazette” Office. 
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No. 8 5. 

Commissioner's Office, Bur divan Division , 

Bur divan, the 5 th March 1857. 

To 

A. R YOUNG, Esquire, 

0//*<y. Secretary to the Government of Bengal , 

William. 

Judicial. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to submit, in the usual way, the Report 
of the fifth, year’s operations of the Office especially created to act against 
Dacoity, and, in connection with the same, to make the following- 
remarks. 

2. The Statement which I give below will show the number of 
Dacoities reported in each of the Districts mentioned during the five 
years since which the Commission has existed : — 


Districts. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854 

J 855. 

1850. 

24-Pergunnaks 

11 

7 

2 

5 

3 

]W a set 

30 

23 

0 

3 

5 

Howrah ... ... ...i 

37 

27 

0 

5 

3 

Hoo^hly ... ... ... 

128 

03 

50 j 

33 j 

41 

Bnnlwan 

or, 

50 

47 

27 

1 

Nuddca 

72 

71 

40 

2* 

8 

Jessore 

33 

43 

41, 

08 

02 

JMidnapoor . 

20 

37 

27 

15 

20 


In this District Dacoity seems almost to have ceased, and Mr. 

Ward says that, if the machinery for punishing 
were as good as that for ca telling the Dacoits in 


3. 


24-Pcrguunalis, 


the 2 4-Pergunnahs, the crime would be eradicated altogether. In 
para. 5 he mentions a striking case, in which the Sessions J udge having 
“not the slightest doubt of the guilt” of the accused, sent the case up 
to the Nizamut, where one of the Judges being for conviction and one 
for acquittal, the trial was referred to a third Judge, wlio acquitted, 
and the whole gang was set at large. 


a 
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Baraset. —Howrah. 


4. Baraset is tolerably free from Dacoity, and so is Howrah. In the 
North part of this latter District, the Police is 
active, arfd Mr. Ward thinks that, in consequence, 

the Dacoits have been driven into Hooghly. In the Southern part, of 
this District, there is still, he thinks, much of it going on unsuspected. 
My impression is, however, that the people in that part of the country 
are too poor to afford much scope for the exercise of the trade of 
Dacoity. 

5. In this District Dacoity has increased greatly, and, as Mr. Ward 

says, his Office is now called on for the first time 
Hooghly. ^ account for an increase of the crime it was 

intended to suppress, and that in the very Districts in which it might 
reasonably be expected its influence would be more immediately felt, 
some extraordinary measures ought certainly to be taken at once, to put 


down the crime in this District. 

6. In para. 26 Mr. Ward gives what I fear is only a very common 
case of the conduct of Zemindars in harbouring Dacoits, and the Zemin- 
dar in this instance is one who seems to labor under a sort of cacoethes 
of abusing the Police and expatiating upon their inefficiency, he himself 
being in fact one of the chief causes of that inefficiency. 

7. The Ghazeer-dorgah Dacoity, which is spoken of in para. 27 et seq . , 
is the one to which especial notice lias been directed in my Annual Police 
Report. But for Mr. Ward's exertions and personal activity, nothing 
would, I believe, have been discovered in this case. 

8. In Burdwan there is a marked diminution, and I hope that this 

will continue. There was a very successful case in 

Baidw&n. Thannah Gangoorah, in which, out of twenty-nine 


prisoners, only one escaped. 

9. I would draw the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor to Appen- 
dix A. of Mr. W ard’s Report, which gives the confession of a very uncom- 
mon and a very clever Dacoit. His remarks especially show, that if we 
could put a stop to Lattialism, we should, per force , put a stop to Dacoity. 
The paper is a particularly interesting one to read, and bears truth upon 
the face pf it. 

In this District the crime has fallen from twenty-three to eight, but 
Mr. Ward relates the history of a very daring case, 

■ Nuddea ' which took place at Chowgurrah, and in which 

property to the amount of 12,000 Rupees was plundered. One of the 
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‘principals in this case seems to have been a relative of the late Principal 

Sudder Ameen of Burdwan. 

* 

11. This District shows a very large amount of Dacoity. Mr. Ward 

. mentions one or two successful prosecutions, for 

Jessoro. . * r 

which he gives credit to the Deputy Magistrate of 
Koolneah, Baboo* Gooroochurn Doss, and the Koolneali Fouzdaree Nazir. 

1 2. In this District there is a slight increase in the crime, but of the 

_ r . , twentv cases which occurred, seventeen happened 

Midnapoor. . w 

during the first six months of the year, and only 

three during the last five months ; and in the Thannahs to which 

Captain Keighly's attention has been chiefly directed, there has been 

a marked success. Of the fiffcy-six prisoners tried by the Courts, forty-six 

it seems were transported for life. 

13. During the year Captain Keighly has given much and most 
efficient assistance to the Magistrate, and he has been in charge of the 
Magistrate's Office for three months. He is an excellent Officer, most 
painstaking, very shrewd, and with his heart thoroughly in his work. 

14?. This District, Mr. Ward says, is overrun with Dacoits, but it has 

Moorshedabad on ly j u,s ^ ^ een brought under the operation of 

his Office. 

15. I believe Mr. Ward to be correct in saying that the* cringe of 
Dacoity has very much decreased. On the whole, petty Burglaries are 
frequently put down I think iti the Statements as Dacoities; but they 
.are not in fact Gang Robberies. There are a great many such in the 
Beerbhoom District, .as noticed in my Police Report, and I should be 
very glad to see that part of the country put under Mr. Ward, although 
that gentleman objects to the measure. As the Dacoits are driven out 
of Moorshedabad, they are sure to go over to Beerbhoom, unless the 
peculiar system of the Commissioner's Office is at work there ; and if the 
Magistrate of Beerbhoom were to act under Mr. Ward’s orders, the 
result would, I think, be most satisfactory. 

16. As to the general results, it would appear from para. 63 of 
Mr. Ward s Report, that the convictions to commitments in Sessions 
have been 90f per cent. and that the convictions to references to the 
Sudder have been 95J per cent. This seems a most satisfactory result. 

17. I would ask the particular attention of the Government to the 
remarks contained in the 66th and following paras, of Mr. Ward's Report, * 
as to the necessity of having an extra Judge appointed to take Dacoity 
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Trials. The trial of cases is not, he thinks, speedy enough — “ it still takes 
seventy-four days from commitment to obtain a final judgment/' This i* 
undoubtedly an evil, and one which the Government will, if it has the 
means, doubtless remove. 

18. I would also strongly recommend the suggestion contained in 
para. 68 to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor, narqely, that a speci- 
ally appointed Vakeel should be required to appear before the Courts in 
all cases connected with Dacoity. 

19. In forwarding this Report, it is unnecessary, I believe, for me to 
say any thing in praise of Mr. Ward, who is known to be one of the 
best Officers in Bengal. He has given me entire satisfaction. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. H. YOUNG, 

Officiating Commissioner. 


No. 7L 
To 

Tiie COMMISSIONER of CIRCUIT, 

BURDWAN DIVISION, 

Burdwan. 

Dated Ilooghhj , 14 th February 1857. 

Sir, 

I HAVE to submit the following Report on the fifth year's 
operations by this Department against Dacoity. They have been car- 
ried on principally in tlie Districts of Burdwan, Hooghly, Nuddea, 
and Midnapoor ; but I shall endeavor to show how they have affected 
the several Districts to which they extend. 

2. For the last three years Dacoity may be said to have ceased in 

this District. Three such crimes 
were reported during 1 856, but the 
one at Sorsunna was, as sufficiently 
appears from the printed Report, 
(N izamut Report , Vol. II. of 1856, 
page 262,) committed at the insti- 
gation of a drunken relative of the 
parties attacked, in revenge for their 
having interfered to check his debauched habits, and was probably 


24-Pcrgunnalis. 

No. of Dacoities reported in 


1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

11 

; 

7 

2 

5 

3 
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carried out by some of the low-caste ruffians always to be found hanging 
in and about Calcutta, ready to put their hand to any villany, by 
which they may earn a few annas, and is not of the class of offences we 
especially deal with. 

3. The first Dacoity of the year w T as on the lltli of January at 
Kamarpole. Nothing could exceed the ability and cleverness with which 
the Police, under the immediate guidance of the Magistrate himself, 
worked out the case, bringing the charge home to every man con- 
cerned ; no less than thirteen being sentenced to transportation for life 
and the rest to imprisonment for sixteen years. The only one who escaped 
punishment purchased his impunity by turning against his fellows. Two 
gangs were concerned in the crime, most of the members of which had 
been in Jail before, and thus two gangs, which apparently were 
re-forming, and would by degrees have extended their depredations, 
have been entirely extirpated. It is, as the Magistrate remarks, thus 
and thus only that Dacoity can be eradicated ; and if the machinery 
for punishing were as good as that for catching the Dacoits is in the 
24-Pcrgunnahs, Dacoity would be eradicated most effectually. 

4. The double crime in Patterghatta Thannah might more correctly 
have been entered as two Dacoities, for two houses, in two neighbouring 
villages, were partially plundered. This was, however, very -clearly the 
work of one and the same gang, and as in the Police Statements the 
occurrence was entered as a single offence, those Statements lieed not 
now be altered. Through information obtained from one Boddon, 
a prisoner in the Allipoor Jail, it was discovered that the Dacoity 
had been committed by the remnant of Doloo Sirdar's Gang, from 
the Eastern portion of Zillah Nuddea. It was found also that the 
Neemtah Dacoity of 1855 was their handwork too ; but unfortunately 
there was no evidence against the eight persons arrested, and they 
were transferred to iny custody. I shall show* presently, that my 
proceedings against them, though partially successful, have on the whole 
been unsatisfactory. It was one of the characteristic features of this 
gang, that several o£its members were Calcutta men, principally hackery- 
drivers, and that the mofussilites frequently came, on information sent 
from town, to commit crime in the neighbourhood. In the Neemtah 


* Paras, 45 and 46. 
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case, four or five of the town members were concerned, which to some' 
extent proves my suspicions of last year correct. 

t>. During the year ten prisoners were sent up for trial for Dacoity 
committed in 1852, the occurrence of which had been concealed. The 
first clue to the affair was given by a man who had but recently been 
sentenced to a long term of imprisonment, and whose object was 
evidently to earn a pardon. Enquiry was made, and was so far successful, 
that property was discovered in the houses of some of the parties 
denounced, and most of the gang confessed in the Mofussil, some 
repeating their confessions to the Magistrate. One of these was admit- 
ted as witness against his associates, for his story agreed in a remarka- 
ble decree with that of the Jail convict, with whom he could, under no 
possible supposition, have held any communication, and after much care* 
and every precaution that prudence and experience could suggest had 
been taken to get at the truth, the whole of the prisoners were sent up 
for trial. The Sessions Judge having “ not the slightest doubt of their 
guilt/' referred the case to the Sudder Court, where one of the Judges 
being for conviction, and the other for acquittal, the case went on 
before a third or referree Judge, and the whole gang was set at large. 
(Vide Nizamut Report for 25th October 185G.) The approver’s evidence 
was rejected, (though collusion was impossible,) the truth of the witnesses 
suspected, and the confessions were disbelieved, because unsupported by 
the rejected evidence. One is almost led to infer from the judgment, 
that the whole case must have been a great conspiracy between the 
Magistrate, approvers, and witnesses ; but apart of any other consider- 
ation, there is an absence of all motive for such a plot. So little 
desirous were the witnesses or the parties robbed to urge the charge 
against any one, that for four years they never complained at all, and 
considered it a grievance to be called on now to take a part in the 
proceedings. 

6. The result of this case is very much to be deplored. It is obvious 
that, if Dacoity .is to be put down only by confining whole gangs, to give 
them a clean bill of health, is sure to embolden them to the commission of 
any atrocity. We have done little or nothing in this District, for its 
Police, under able superintendence, can do as much, if not more, than we 
can to the suppression of Dacoity ; but no system, no police, and no 
exertion will ever entirely eradicate the crime, so long as we are liable to 
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results so disheartening. Decisions like these, as Mr. Fcrgusson truly 
says, ruin a Police and sap the energy of our Magistrates. 

7. The Baraset District remains tolerably free of the crime. Five 

Dacoities were reported as having 
occurred during the year, viz . 
three in the Eastern and distant 
Thannah of Lubslia, one in the Soon- 
derbunds route on a boat, and the 
other on the Juboona River. Two 
more were also reported as having 

occurred on the night of the 2nd November, but having gone through 
the papers of the inquiry, I agree with the Darogah, that though the 
attacks come under the legal definition of Dacoity, they were rather 
drunken broils, in which half-a-dozen riotous fellows burst their way into 
two houses of some neighbours, and left after smashing a door or two 
and pulling down some straw ricks, without any felonious intent. 

8. There was not very long since a gang, which, for some consider- 
able time, disquieted the whole of the Eastern portion of this Zillah. 
The leader, who was well known to the Authorities and Police, was 
arrested two or three years ago, and taken, I think, to Furreedpoor, 
charged with Dacoity on a boat, of which one or two # Mullahs were 
missing,' and supposed to have been made away with. What became 
of him I do not know, but he never returned ; and a number of the gang 
having been carried off by the epidemic which the year before last swept, 
it is said, one-tenth of the population round Takee, it never re-formed. 
It is not impossible that a new association may have sprung up from tho 
remnants of the old, and this must be matter for enquiry ; but I rather 
incline to think, that the Jessore Dacoits occasionally come into this 
portion of Baraset. The Dacoity at Hossunabad certainly* was the work 
of the Koolnaand Tallah Rivet; Gang, of which I prosecuted eleven mem- 
bers to conviction in October last ; and the fact that, in not one of these 
crimes the offenders could be traced, certainly leads to the inference that 
they came from a distance. I shall be disappointed if Baboo Gooroo Churn 
Doss' operations in. Jessore do not throw some light on these offences. 

9. It is gratifying to find that not a single Dacoity has occurred in 
the central Thannahs of Kudumgatchee, Collingah, and Nyehatee ; and 

* I have since obtained information regarding this Dacoity. It was committed by the 
very men who were convicted in October. 


Baraset. 
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1854. 

1855. 

1856. 
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yet, of the thirty-six prisoners, from tills direction, awaiting trial in 
Sessions and Sudder at the end of 1855, no less than nine were acquitted 
by the Sudder Court and four by the Sessions Judge. Luckily, all the 
leading men were convicted. Mr. Jackson had, however, been most 
successful in removing the Shikarees and two other gangs, and though 
there are still Dacoits in the District, they now give their undivided atten- 
tion to Burglary. There will not, T expect, be any Dacoities for some time. 

10. Among the prisoners transported for life from this Zillah was 
one whose villany exceeded any thing I have yet had to deal with. 
This man was of good caste (Kayt,) and resided at Charghat, where, up 
to 1853, he had always been considered and treated as a respectable 
individual. He was then probably not less than sixty years of age, but 
still a strong, hale, and active old man. On the night of the 11th 
March in that year, the house of his neighbour, Ramdhon Roy, situated 
in the centre of a large and populous Bazar, was attacked by Dacoits, 
who, to engage the attention of the villagers while they ransacked the 
premises, set lire to a hut at the other end of the Bazar, and beat a 
retreat unmolested with 1,100 Rupees worth of property of different 
kinds. Three days before this attack, information had been lodged before 
the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the effect that a party of bad cha- 
racters had g<jne forth, from the neighbourhood of Kudumgatclieo and 
Chandpoor, to commit Dacoity somewhere to the Eastward, on infor- 
mation given by, and under the guidance of an old Kayt, name 
unknown, from Charghat, a village about eight miles to the North of the 
Station. The Police were warned, every road secured, and every Ghat 
watched ; but to no purpose. On the morning of the 1 2th, the absentees 
had returned unobserved. So soon as he heard of the Charghat Dacoity, 
the Darogah hastened to the spot, taking with him the informer, and 
the first man they met in the village was the old Kayt, who was forth- 
with arrested, and readily confessed that he was taking Kallachaud 
Shikaree and others to the Eastward, when some misunderstanding 
arose, that the Dacoits, declining to go so far from home and determined 
not to return empty-handed, had insisted on his giving them a job, 
and that he had taken them to Ramdhons, who was known to have a 
deal of valuable property. When tried for the offence, his story was 
disbelieved, and he was acquitted ; but there being certain suspicious 
circumstances connected with the case, he was called on for security 
to be of good behaviour. He appealed against this order, and it was 
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reversed. I proved on his trial,, that this same Anundo Kay t, on numerous 
occasions, acted as spy, and himself accompanied the gang in several 
Dacoity expeditions ; and since he has gone beyond sea, I have got 1 further 
evidence, on which ! could establish that he performed the same offices, 
not for one, but for four distinct gangs in different directions. It was 
never known, and Mr. Jackson's approvers themselves could not tell, who 
planned and counselled Keramdee Shikaree to commit the famous Bans- 
doho Dacoity. (Vide Government Selection8 y No. XVIII., page 8/ It 
turns out now, that Anundo Kaythad been deputed by Goluck Cliunder 
Jemadar, of Cliandoorea, to get the help of another gang, as his own men 
were too few, and applied to Keramdee, the leader of one of the most 
formidable associations in Bengal, which accounts for what puzzled us so 
long, viz. that we never could trace who were those “ Mussulmans from 
Nuddea” the Shikaree approvers had spoken of. These men now in 
their turn say — “ There were also in this Dacoity a number of Shikarees, 
but we don't know any of them." To obtain accurate information, on 
which to lead out the Dacoits without fear of disappointment, Anundo 
Eayt adopted the novel, but ingenious, expedient of sending out two 
relatives to take service in respectable families. If the parties were 
worth plundering, the house was very soon visited by Dacoits, and 
the domestic frightened into forfeiting all back . pay and returning 
to Charghat ; but if they were poor, he enquired amongst the 
, neighbouring families, and seldom failed in getting a tolerably good 
job. These two nephews are not now to be found ; one I believe 
has since died. 

11. I have scarcely had time to turn to account the information I 

gathered while Magistrate of Howrah 
and since, regarding the Dacoits of 
that District, and in fact so long as 
the crime is not prevalent, I wish 
rather to look to those Zillahs in 
which tho occurrences are more 
frequent I made one approver in 
1855, Jaut in February last I found him intriguing and was obliged 
forthwith to recommend the cancelment of his pardon. I thus lost 
ground, and as it was not till the end of tho year that I replaced him, 
we have done nothing in this District ; but the Police, especially to the 
North, works well, and can — in fact it has — driven the Dacoits to 
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their depredations in Thannahs Hurripaul, Rajbulhaut, and Bydiabatee, 
as I shall have occasion to show further on. 

•12. The three Dacoities reported were none of them of a serious 
character. The first occurred on a boat at the confluence of the 
Damoodah and Hooghly Rivers. I am quite sure that a deal of this 
kind of crime is committed in that direction, because the locality is 
so favorable. On the left bank of the Hooglily runs the 21-Pergunnahs 
District, the right bank is in the jurisdiction of Howrah, and an hour's 
pull down-stream takes you into Midnapoor. For the same reasons 
the Police are seldom successful, and in truth they are seldom applied 
to. Dacoity is, we know, committed here almost exclusively by the 
Mulungees and others connected with the manufacture of Salt ; but they 
have hitherto carried on the profitable trade of Dacoity unpunished, 
unmolested, and even unsuspected. Some of the prisoners in the case of 
Baluck Doss Byragee, to which I alluded in para, 5, wore Manjees, who 
traded in the Hidgellee Rivers and were recognized by one of my 
Santipoor approvers, who had endeavored to conceal himself in that 
direction when this Office was established. It will not be an easy 
matter to extirpate these immense gangs, but if this Office lasts 
long enough, the greater portion of them will, I hope, be brought 
to trial. 

13. Both the othor Dacoities were committed within three miles of the 
Town of Howrah, and of six prisoners arrested, only one was convicted. 
This is the only Thannah from which any commitments have been made 
by this Department ; they failed on trial ; and thus the only Thannah 
that was free of Dacoity while the men implicated were under restraint, 
is now the only one in which the crime prevails. 

14. Though I say that the local Police can hold its own, I shall, 
1 hope, do something against the Howrah Dacoits, in connection with 
proceedings about to be commenced in Hurripaul and Rajbulhaut, to 
which Thannahs my attention will be more immediately directed this 
year. 

15. In Ilooghly the Returns show that there were forty-one Dacoities 

in 1856 to thirty-three in 1855, and this Office is 

Hooghly. rtf* . 

now, for the first time, called on to account for an 
increase of the crime it was intended to suppress, and that in the very 
District in which it might reasonably be expected its influence would 
be more immediately felt. 
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The total number of offences dur- 
ing each of the past five years is 
given, in the margin, and those 
committed in 1855 and 1856 were 
distributed among the several Than- 
nahs as follows : — 


Sub-division. 

Thannah. 

1855. 

1850. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

C 

Jiajbulhaut 

4 

4 

0 

0 

Serampoor 

Ilurripaui 

3 

0 

(> 

0 

1 

Bydiabatee 

5 

4 

0 

1 


f 

Dhunyakhally 

0 

7 


0 



Pundooah 

8 

2 

0 


Directly under the 


11 ooglily 

2 

4 

2 

0 

Magistrate ... 


Bansberriali 

2 

2 

0 

0 



Benipoor 

i 0 

2 

2 

0 



Chuuderkonah 

3 

2 

0 

i 

C 

Dewangunge 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Jahanabad 

Ghattal 

0 

2 

2 

0 

l 

Jahanabad 

0 

l 

1 

0 


The increase is thus principally observable in the Serampoor and 
Jahanabad Sub-divisions, and in the two Tbannalis of Hooghly and 
Benipoor, which are directly under the Magistrate. 

16. First, with regard to the Serampoor Sub-division. 

It is a remarkable and significant fact, that so long as Mudhoo Cluing, 
who had turned approver, but whose pardon was revoked, remained 
here, his old comrades dared not move. One single Dacoity, and that by a 
gang from Thannah Dhunyakhally, occurred from the date of his arrest to 
that on which he was sent away ; but within twelve days of his departure, 
his associates had recovered from their temporary alarm and ransacked 
the house of a jeweller at Kislitonuggur. In the confession lately 
made to this affair, the deponent, to fix the time, said it had occurred 
“just after Mudhoo Chung was sent to the Alii poor Jail” — thus show- 
ing how closely we are watched. If my informer's statement is to be 
relied on, six of the nine Dacoities which have, taken place in Ilurripaui 
were the work of his gang, and he was himself present in four. This 
’man was arrested by me in September; meanwhile the Serampoor 
Police had taken up an old Howrah acquaintance of mine as concerned 
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m the Dacoity at Chandbatee, and failing to bring the charge home 
to him, were making enquiries, when I requested that he might be 
made over to me ; but I, too, could do no more than institute proceed- 
ings, which are still pending before the Magistrate, with a view to his 
confinement as a dangerous character. Since these arrests, we have had 
hut one Dacoity in Hurripaul, which satisfies me that we are on the 
right scent. Most unfortunately, after going over the records of every 
Dacoity that has occurred within the last four years, I cannot find that 
this gang was ever discovered. The members of it are well-known 
budmashes, but they took good care never to go in the jurisdiction of 
Buckoollah, 1st Grade Darogah of Thannah Rnjapoor, Zillah Howrah — 
the only Darogah who will really labour honestly to the punishment of 
Dacoits; and therefore, unless we can, by the principle which obtained 
in Thuggee, satisfy the Courts that the evidence of accomplices is, under 
peculiar circumstances, reliable and sufficient, it is doubtful whether 
we shall do much towards their removal. I have to begin with, sent 
off my solitary approver to Moorshedabad, and am looking about me 
for another. 

17. I hope to do something towards the suppression of Dacoity 
in this Sub-division, but though I wish to undertake the whole responsi- 
bility of any fluctuation in the crime, I am distressed to see how little 
the Police exert themselves, and how indifferent the Deputy Magistrate 
continues. If there is one crime, in which the Police must be not only 
urged into activity, but helped in their difficulties, it is in that of 
Dacoity. A Native Policeman is apt to give up, if he cannot have a clue 
•given him to start with ; he forgets that his labours really begin, and 
his sagacity comes into play only, when no one can help him ; and he 
will throw up just when I would expect him to commence. A hint fre- 
quently leads a Darogah in the right direction, and when he sees his 
superior anxious to assist and co-operate with him, he will work on with 
re-doubled energy. A most unpromising case is thus often saved, but 1 
cannot see that it is ever attempted. The English reports supplied 
show, on the contrary, a degree of “ insouciance * scarcely to be over- 
looked. I have known the Deputy go out but on one occasion, and 
when, in another case, an inspection of the house doors was necessary, 
he positively ordered the Police to send them in to his Court, a distance 
of twenty-eight miles as the crow Hies. „ Who that observes enquiries 
so conducted would not commit Dacoity ? 
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18. What I say of Thannah Hurripaul applies in full to Than nabs 
Rajbulhaut and Bydiabatee. I shall not however be surprised to find 
gangs from other directions preying in the latter. 

19. I stated in my last Report, that I was awaiting the result of the 
trial of Madlmb Tautee and others, before proceeding further against 
the JDhunyakhally Dacoits. The result of that trial was certainly not 
encouraging, three of the seven prisoners having been acquitted and 
released. I said also, as my predecessor had said before me, that it 
would be*very difficult to deal with those gangs, and the year, as it 
passed, has shown that our anticipations were, if any thing, under-rated. 

20. Mr. Jackson alluded in para. 18 of his Report for 1851? to a 
celebrated Dacoit, BozohuiTee Bagdee, of Moishnau. After a diligent 
search of two years, during which orders without end were issued to 
the Police, this man was at last secured, and I committed him for trial, 
charged with two specific acts of Dacoity, and with having belonged to a 
gang of Dacoits. There was strong collateral proof on general points, and 
it was shown that the prisoner had committed Dacoity in 18 4*7-19-5] -5 2 
and ’54*, with the approvers and other convicted Dacoits, that he was 
twice committed to the Sessions and acquitted, once on purely technical 
grounds, and that he had three times been taken up as a danger- 
ous character ; but he nevertheless was fully acquitted, because there 
was no corroboration of the approver’s evidence — not that Bozohurreo* 
was in truth a Dacoit, but to connect him with the individual Dacoities 
charged, i. e. it was proved he was a Dacoit, but it was not proved lio 
had committed Dacoity ! Is a man a Dacoit before or after he has 
committed Dacoity ? I am ready to admit that no number of arrests 
and acquittals would warrant a presumption on which to ground ono 
conviction ; but I certainly do think, that the fact of a man having 
for nine years been continually in the hands of the Police, with others 
who have since been convicted, is strong corroboration of the direct 
evidence that he is a Dacoit, and therefore has belonged to a gang, since 
one or two men can’t commit Dacoity, and an association of more than 
two men is held to constitute a gang. 

21. Of course, after this, T was in greater difficulty than ever. Imme- 
diately Bozohurree was released, Dacoity again began in Dhunyak bally, 
and six such crimes were reported in that Thannah, where, for five 
months, not a single one had occurred. Unfortunately, too, of eight 
men I arrested, four only could be committed with any hope of success ; 
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and of these, as if our prophecy was to be literally fulfilled, two were 
acquitted by the Sudder, and a third in Sessions. It is utterly impos- 
sible to counteract the effect of these acquittals, and Dacoity must go on. 

22. In the case of Ishwar Bagdee, I brought forward the evidence 
of two approvers, corroborated by the statements of other confessing 
associates. I showed that the evidence produced had been received in 
former trials, and I proved that, in 1843, the prisoner had been in con- 
finement, in default of security, as a notoriously dangerous character ; 
that in 1846, he was again taken, and acquitted only because the wit- 
nesses perjured themselves ; that the Magistrate then appointed him, 
his father, and cousin Burkundazcs on his own personal guard, as the 
only means of keeping him or them from Dacoity ; and that lie had 
twice been acquitted by the Sudder Court, in opposition to the recom- 
mendation of the Sessions Judge ; hut for all that, and although the 
witnesses he had himself summoned swore he was well known as a Dacoit, 
he was by the Judge declared not to have belonged to a gang of 
Dacoits. He was however called on for security to be of good conduct, 
but the Sudder reversed the order in the following judgment : — 

“ The Sessions Judge has hot stated the grounds upon which lie 
has concluded that the prisoner is a notorious robber, whom it 
would be improper to release without security. The Court is there- 
fore left to conjecture what legal grounds arise out of the proceedings 
to justify the Sessions Judge's conclusions. We find that the wit- 
nesses examined were two approvers, and evidence as to character, 
on the part of the prisoner, together with the records of certain cases 
descriptive of the occurrences they relate to. For the reasons given 
by the Sessions Judge in his remarks, the evidence of the approvers, 
as to the prisoner's complicity in tho particular Dacoities specified in 
the indictment, is held not to be sufficiently reliable to warrant his 
conviction ; yet it would appear that the Sessions Judge has sentenced 
the prisoner under Regulation VIII. of 1818, simply on the ground 
that he was named by them as participating in other Dacoities, and 
was arrested in the Jolekool Dacoity in 1854. The only fact that 
can be depended upon as unquestionable, is that the prisoner was 
arrested, as stated in the Jolekool affair, which resulted ultimately 
in his acquittal. The witnesses to character certainly speak very 
unfavorably on this point ; but they enter into no particulars, merely 
speaking of him as generally known to them as a man of bad 
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character. As far as we can Judge of the grounds which have guided 
the Sessions Judge in this case, they seem to us of too vague and 
indefinite a character to warrant the presumption, that the prisoner 
cannot be safely permitted to remain at large without security. We 
therefore direct his release." 

23. Equally, if not more discouraging, was the prosecution of 
I sh war's brother, Beni Bagdee. This man had evaded our warrants for 
nearly ten months, and was not taken without much difficulty. He was 
sent up on evidence we relied on, because the Suddor had convicted on 
it ; yet he too was acquitted, the Court however directing me to mako 
enquiry as to his character and means of livelihood ; but who will be 
fool-hardy enough to risk exposing himself to the vengeance of the elder 
brother by taking any other part in the enquiry than giving, truthfully 
or otherwise, evidence in Beni's favor ? Such a result, at the commence- 
ment, against the two leaders, certainly does not promise well for what we 
may attempt against their felloAvs. It is however evident something 
must be attempted further to amend a state of affairs so deplorable as 
that in this part of the District. 

24. But if the prospects in the Thannahs just referred to arc not 
cheering, the returns of Pundooah are very satisfactory. Here we have 
had hut two Dacoities, of which one was committed by a grtng from 
Thannah Bansberriah, which we have since destroyed almost to a mail, 
and of which I shall speak further on. This favorable state of things is 
owing to the removal of the Faqueors and to the result of our commit- 
ments of the members of another gang denounced by the Cheeroo 
Chungs. 

25. The history of these men is remarkable. The first of them 
turned approver after he had been once acquitted by the Nizamut 
Adawlut and subsequently convicted on re-commitment. His name- 
sake had been acquitted with him, on the first trial by the Sudder 
Court, and on the second by the Sessions J udge, and then set at liberty. 
When, however, Cheeroo No, 1 confessed and implicated Cheeroo No. 2, 
of Chakloy, in several new crimes, the latter was a third time brought to 
trial. Finding himself denounced by his former fellow- prisoner, he at once 
readily pleaded guilty, held to his confession throughout, and was as a 
matter of course convicted. He is also now an approver. The manner in 
which these Checroos met and associated together for criminal purposes, 
affords a striking instance of the way in which Dacoits, though oftentimes 
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driven from one portion of a District into another, -or altogether into a 
different Zillali, are sure either to join a new gang, or form one of their 
own. Cheeroo No. 1 was of Koygorey, in Burdwan. His character 
had become thoroughly disreputable, and the place had got too hot 
to hold him ; lie accordingly left and came to Nayaseray, just above 
Hooghly, /where, at the recommendation of the Gomashta, he soon was 
appointed tillage Chowkeedar. The 2nd Cheeroo was of Chakloy, near 
Hooghly, and got into trouble early. He was repeatedly taken up 
for Dacoity and left to seek his fortune elsewhere. He came to Naya- 
seray, for he heard that the Gomashta recommended only Dacoits for 
Chowkeedarships, as the only means of checking the crime ; and proving 
his qualification, was appointed by the Zemindar to the beat next to 
that the other Cheeroo watched. Birds of a feather, these two worthies 
soon found each other out. They confined themselves at first to a few 
Highway Robberies, but by degrees extended their sphere of operations. 
They each summoned one or two members of their respective gangs, 
and organized a small but determined band, composed chiefly of men 
of their own caste, which, in less than three and a half years, plundered, 
in twenty-four expeditions, property worth nearly 12,000 Rupees. 
Chakloy Cheeroo was then put in Jail for a year as a bad character, 
and when we arrested him, he was in service at the Jail Darogah's family 
residence, with others as respectable as himself. Of the twenty-four 
men arrested, we released three, the rest have all, without exception, 
been punished. There is thus little fear of any more damage being 
done by this gang. 

26. Of the number punished was one Bungshee Doss, with whom 
I had some difficulty in a manner I certainly did not anticipate. I may 
as well give the particulars as an example of the manner in which the 
duties imposed on them by Law are discharged by some native Landholders. 
Bungshee was in the service of an influential Zemindar, and as such the 
Police could not arrest him. At last I went at once to head-quarters, 
and was informed by one of the Zemindaree people, that there was no 
servant of the name on the estate. I had however taken the precaution 
of ascertaining beforehand that the name appeared in the list filed by 
the Zemindar in the Magistrate's Court under Regulation XII. of 1807, 
and again applied direct to the Baboo. My application not receiving 
attention, I took an opportunity of meeting this gentleman in person, 
when lie professed* to be greatly annoyed at the conduct of his agents, 
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and gave a promise that the Dacoit should be delivered into my hands 
within three days, which was done. Soon after Bungshee escaped 
from the guard, and warrants and proclamation issued for his re-capture ; 
notice being also sent to the Zemindar, who expressed great concern 
at the mishap, declaring that if the fugitive dared put his foot on his 
estate, he would at once be secured, as strict orders had gone forth 
throughout his domain, that no effort should be spared to effect his 
re-capture. About a month after, information reached me that the run- 
away was with one of the Baboo's Gomashtas on the Zemindaree — no 
name however, only the Gomashta’s caste was given ; and as open 
search would only have put both Gomashta and Dacoit on their guard, 
the Police Darogah was warned privately. His researches were ineffec- 
tual. Eventually, however, six weeks later, Bungshee was taken quite 
independently of us in the house of a Gjjpmashta, one of two of the caste 
described on the estate. I put this Gomashta on his trial for harbouring 
a Dacoit, and every device that falsehood coul^ suggest and perjury 
support was brought forward, to avert the consequences of the discovery. 
It was tried to make it appear, that the Baboo's durwans, and not the 
Police, hail caught the prisoner, ami after sufficient time for consideration, 
i. c. eleven days after the arrest and not till orders had been received 
from his master, the Zemindaree Nail) applied for the reward proclaimed for 
Bungsliee's arrest ; baton the clearest evidence, I sentenced the Gomashta 
to pay a fine with imprisonment for six months,* and gave the reward to the 
Police. If strict orders to seize Bungshee had in reality been given by this 
Landholder, how was it he remained six weeks on the estate with a man 
who must have been one to receive the order ? The repeated demon- 
strations on the part of the Zemindaree people to protect Bungshee Doss 
from the very onset can only be explained by either of two supposi- 
tions — either the Zemindar himself made false profession of his readi- 
ness and anxiety to bring Bungshee before me, or he was deceived by his 
subordinates. The Baboo is, however, too well known as a man of business, 
to believe the latter alternative possible. This Zemindar has published 
pamphlets on the insufficiency of the Chowkeedaree and Police systems, 
especially as bandied by Indian Magistrates ! ! 

27. There is a slight augmentation in Thannahs Hoogbly and Beni- 
poor. I shall expect to see the crime disappear altogether, for this 
increase was occasioned by a new gang which had sprung up. but has now 

* Tlie order was subsequently confirmed by the Sudder Nizamut Adawiut. 

C 
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been almost entirely destroyed, as remarked iu para. 24. The increase 
was sudden. During the last quarter of 1855, four daring Dacoities were 
committed in our immediate neighbourhood, and by the 7th April 1856, 
five more had occurred in a circle of eight miles from this house, with- 
out the vestige of a clue to the perpetrators, or a trace of the property. 
In the last of these crimes, Bank ctf Bengal Notes to the amount of 
1,750 Rupees had been carried away ; but three months passed, 
and nothing more was heard of the matter, except that the seven men 
arrested had been released. At last notice was received that one of 
the stolen Notes had been presented for payment at the Bank, and 
enquiry traced it back to the hands of a Moodee of Muggra, who gave 
so confused an account of the manner in which it came into his pos- 
session that ho was put on security. From something he mentioned, 
suspicion fastened on six mcn, # against whom the Magistrate forth- 
with issued his warrant, and before the Darogali had returned, Mr. 
Cockerell requested 0e, on the offer of assistance I had made, 
to take the case up. I did so, and the next morning receive 1 
two of the six men sent for, without however any information regard- 
ing the Dacoity. By degrees my proceedings wore successful beyond 
my most sanguine expectations, and I have the satisfaction of reporting, 
that of the new association no less than thirteen men, including a noto- 
rious receiver, have been transported for life, and seven more are now 
awaiting trial by the Sudder Court, with a recommendation that a 
similar sentence be passed on them. The only man wdio got off was a 
Gwala, who is not a Dacoit, but received half of one of the Notes. The 
Court considered the receipt proved, but doubted the guilty knowledge. 

28. The leader of this gang was Ram Coomar Chung, who, while 
in the Hooghly Jail, under sentence of ten years for Dacoity, which 
expired only on the 20th August 1 855, had discovered that we neither 
knew him nor his old associates. His first care on gaining his freedom 
was therefore to recruit. He found that of his former confederates 
one alone remained in the village, another was in prison, and the old 
receiver had retired in a comfortable double-storied pucka house he had 
built for himself at Jeypoor-Bagattee. This was enough as a beginning ; 
he initiated new men, and by the 7th April 1856, or in less than eight 
months, the gang committed eleven Dacoities. Meanwhile Ishwar Ghose 
had served out his time. He was released on 21st February 1856, 
joined oh the 24th in the attack on the house of the Sirdar Coolie at 
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Fukeerdangah, who hud just received an advance for his men, and was 
in three more Dacoities, before we took him at the end of J une. 

29. In making mp his gang, Ram Coomar was cunning enough to 
collect a mixture of castes and sub-division of castes from different 
places, such as is seldom met together, for, as he told me, “ Darogah 
don’t believe people join togetlie^pnless they are neighbours, and pretty 
nearly of the same jath” There were three Gwalas from his own 
village — twoChundals from Mohamedpore, which is close by — a Kyburt 
from Hooghly — two Booyan Coolies, who worked on the Railway, and had 
only just come from the borders of Bancoorah — a Mussulman from Beni- 
poor (a relation of one of the Magistrate’s Clmprassees) — a Dhawa from 
Sooltanpoor — and a few Bagdees and Harees from different villages. 
The receiver, who readily opened business again to meet Ram Coomar s 
views, was a Senkra, and the Moodee had gone out to the last Daeoity 
to sort and get the Notes changed, being the only person who could 
read and write. He was by caste a Telee, and bore a very good charac- 
ter ; but be admitted to me that, in 1814? and 184?(>, he had had a hand 
in two Dacoities. It is obvious that the Police have little chance against 
a gang constituted as this was, and that it is only through the medium 
of approvers that the several members can ever be traced. 

80. The effects of the destruction of this gang have already appeared ; 
since arrests began, two Dacoities only have been reported. The one 
in Pauchparah, within a stone’s throw of my Deputy Magistrate’s 
bouse, was a bravado of Kenaram Gwala’s, who escaped from this guard 
with Bungshee Doss, and who, I am vexed to report, is still at large. 
It was a very trifli||g affair. 

31. From the Jahanabad Sub-division Returns, it would appear 
that the number of Dacoities there lias risen from two in 1855 to five in 
I85G. Baboo Ishwar Chunder Ghosal, of Santipoor, had a good knowledge 
of the Dacoits while in charge of this Sub-division, and without speak- 
ing disparagingly of the present incumbent, 1 cannot but consider 
his removal a loss to this Department. I have not been able to 
make a beginning there yet, and, in fact it is difficult to say when we 
shall have leisure to turn our attention in this direction. 

32. On the whole then, though Daeoity has again gained ground in 
Hooghly, I hope I have to some extent shown that the mischief may 
yet be checked, and that there has been some reason for the increase. 
To the South we have not been able to begin in good earnest, to the 
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West we have not had leisure to resume proceedings, from the point where 
Mr. Jackson was forced to leave them ; and in Dhunyakhally the com- 
mitments ended in release. It is in these portions of the District that 
the increase appears, while the central and Northern parts show, and will 
continue to show, a decided improvement. 

33. Without wishing to imput^Pb their neglect an(l inefficiency 
any of the unsatisfactory results of the year, I must say that the 
Hooghly Police is by far the worst we have yet had to deal with. Few 
Officers afford such opportunities of testing the real merits of a body 
of Police as does mine, and that of this Zillah certainly contrasts very 
unfavorably with those of Nuddea, Baraset, and Howrah. I have 
brought instances of inefficiency to your notice, and need say no more 
than that the objection is no new one, my predecessor having, in 1854*, 
complained that the Darogahs here did not afford him assistance equal 
to that he received in other quarters, 

34. The effect of our operations 
is shown in the margin ; five of the 
twelve Dacoities reported happened 
in the North and North-western 
Thannahs, which we have not yet 
reached, and the rest occurred thus : — 

... ... ... 3 

... ... ... 2 

... 2 

The jurisdictions of Selamabad and Rynah are ^mtiguous to those 
of Dhunyakhally and Jahanabad (Zillah ITooghly) ; what I said of 
those Thannalis applies to these also, that is, until we can dispose of 
the Dhunyakhally Dacoits, Dacoity will not disappear from Selamabad, 
and we shall not touch the Rynah Gangs till we can make our way 
fairly amongst them through Jahanabad. The decrease is however very 
marked in this District. 

35. In Thannah Gangoor, we have been very successful ; of twenty- 
nine prisoners, one only was acquitted, and the effect has been that it 
has been completely free of the scourge. We were frequently asto- 
tonished, and the Courts above us, on more than one occasion, have 
expressed surprise at the number of the members of the Faqueer Gangs 
who confessed. This turns out to have been a ruse. When arrests 


Burdwan. 


1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

65 

50 

47 

27 

12 


In Selamabad 
„ Rynah 
Poorubstol 



( 21 ) 


began, it was agreed that every body should confess, and that those 
who were admitted approvers should, so soon as their confinement was 
less strict, manage to escape, by which means, on recanting in Sessions, 
as there would be no witnessesr for the prosecution, all must get off. 
Sona Faqueer, the first approver, kept his word and escaped, but before 
his re-capture, the plan had failed, and though every prisoner arrested 
afterwards pleaded not guilty throughout, one man only got off. There 
are still several Faqueers at large, but they are scarcely able to re-form, 
being scattered abroad in every direction. Arrests ar eproportionally 
difficult ; still we shall not leave them alone. One of the warrants we 
cannot serve is that against Teencowree Faqueer, a desperate villain, 
now somewhat crippled by old age, who has had the most marvel- 
lous escapes from justice of any man I know. The last time lie was 
before the Police, he had been cut down by the villagers in the 
very act of Dacoity ; a bundle full of stolen property was found 
on him, and he confessed ; but he was acquitted, because he was 
fifty-eight years of age, and therefore incapable of crime ! ! ! 

36. Of Thannah Culna, also, not a single prisoner sent up for trial 
escaped, making thus a total of thirty-two Dacoits transported for life 
within the last two years, which certainly ought to, and will secure 
permanent tranquillity in this direction. 

37. I was however much disappointed in being unable to bring the 
Sudder Bukshee of Culna to trial as a professional receiver of stolen 
goods. This man was denounced by three approvers as having regularly 
received and disposed of plunder for their respective gangs, and I found 
that in the two years to which these men referred, Sombha Bhadooree 
had had transactions with pawn-brokers and others, in gold and silver 
ornaments, to the amount of nearly 1,400 Rupees, or about ten times the 
amount of his wages ; and that besides he had built two pucka houses, 
as he said, from his savings. Several of the most respectable residents 
also stated he had long been considered a worthless, and very doubtful 
character ; but the Government Advocate recommended me not to commit. 
He considered, I fear correctly, that if, as ruled by the Nizamut Court, 
specific acts must be proved to warrant conviction under Act XXIV. of 
1843, it would be essential to establish that part, at least of the property 
which had passed to the prisoner's account with the several brokers was 
that acquired in the expeditions the approvers spoke of ; but of course 
this was impossible, the Dacoities had occurred nine years previously, 
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and none of the articles proved were to be traced; they had been 
melted or sold off, and I was forced to release my prisoner. I made 
him over to the Magistrate of Burdwan, who in consultation, I believe, 
w r ith the Commissioner of the Division, hold further proceedings, and 
called on the Bukshee for security under Regulation VIII. of 1818, an 
order which the Sessions Judge reversed. 

38. Under the present reading of the Law, it is impossible to prose- 
cute the offence of receiving >as described in Act XXIV. of 1843. 
Systematic receivers and purchasers of stolen goods have branch establish- 
ments or confederates all around. In the Ghazeer-dorgah case, alluded to 
in para. 27, I found Gobind Senkra, of Muggra, had correspondents at 
Tribeni, Chandernagore, Serampoor, Bydiabatee, and Calcutta. Profes- 
sionals know, as well as the Government Advocate, what the Courts require 
to establish a charge of receiving, and are careful not to retain in their 
possession goods susceptible of identification. This is a state of things 
very much to be regretted, for unless the facilities of disposing of 
plunder are considerably reduced, one of the great inducements to Dacoity 
remains. 

39. Of the Dacoitsto the North-east in Thannah Poorubstol, ten have 
been transported for life, and one detained in default of security by 
order of the Sessions Court : none released. Two Dacoities have occurred 
in that Thannah. In the first, the Magistrate made several arrests, 
without however succeeding in finding evidence to send the case to the 
Sessions. In the other, no trace could be got of the offenders. There 
are several gangs just beyond this portion of the District towards 
Cutwa, of which we know something, and which I hope to see Baboo 
Obhoy Churn Bose commence upon from Moorshedabad. I have little 
doubt that these gangs extend their depredations Southward, now that 
the Chundeepoor Mehirtollah Gang has been annihilated. I say this 
gang has been destroyed, because, although we have punished only 
eleven of its members, no less than fourteen were carried off’ by cholera 
in one month ; two of these actually dying at the Thannah after arrest, 
and there are but a few insignificant fellows yet at large. 

40. The first approver from Chundeepoor is an unusually intelligent 
Gwala. After steadily urging his innocence to me, he eventually admit- 
ted liis guilt in Sessions, when he saw his chance of escape was hopeless. 
I annex his general confession,* because it exposes the system of Dacoity 

* Appendix A. 



( 23 ) 


and Lattialism, aiuHshows how closely the two are connected. So 
long as the Lattial system remains unchecked, Dacoity will not 
be entirely put down. On this point the new Criminal Code appears 
very lenient. 

41. In the District of Nuddea, the crime of Dacoity has received a 

further check, as noted in the mar- 
gin, which is even more satisfactory 
than I anticipated, for only two 
Dacoit-ios occurred in those parts of 
the District iri which we have been 
engaged. 

42. In tlie San ti poor and Sooksaugor Thannalis seventeen men were 
committed, fifteen sentenced (eleven to transportation and four to 
term imprisonment), and two died before they could be tried. Among 
those sentenced for fourteen years were two Gomashtas iri the employ of 
a large Zemindar and Khoonkar Nusseerooddeen Ahmud alias Nussroo 
Meali, an opulent and influential resident of Tezpoor. 

43. Against the two first we proved that they had led a gang of 
Lattials, in their masters’ and other landholders’ employ, all the way 
from the Cutcherry close to Santipoor to Lokefool, on the borders of 
Jessore, to plunder the house of a resident of that their native village, 
who had given them offence. Tlieir thirst for revenge must have been 
fully satisfied, for tlie man was left literally a beggar. The case against 
Nussroo Meah was similar. He owed a grudge to another rich Mussul- 
man, tlie Moulvee of Baneoorah, whose family residence was at Chow- 
gurreah, near Culna. His own relative, the late Principal Suddor 
Amcen of Burdwan, lived at Pundooah, where resided also an old friend, 
Teenoo Meah. Nussroo often went to spend a few days with the former, 
and thence frequently called at the house of the latter, in whose employ 
he found Kangalee Mussulman, the well known Sirdar Dacoit. lie 
consulted with this man, thinking a Dacoity, besides being an effectual 
mode of paying off the Moulvee, might turn out profitably, arid of 
course Kangalee readily tendered assistance. It was, however, expected 
that resistance would be offered, for the Moulvee had some Up-country 
durwans and the premises were extensive. Kangalee therefore talked 
the matter over with his brother’s servant, Hurrish Ghose, of Santipoor, 
a‘nd Netay Haree, of Govindpoor near Santipoor, was sent for. To 
arrange matters with him, it was desirable he should stay a few days 
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at Pundooah, and that he might not be out of pocket, Kangalee recom- 
mended him to his master as a desirable addition to the Lattial 
force. Netay had not the least objection to the expedition proposed, 
but suggested that a few of his men might be of use and agreed to 
bring them. Punctual to engagement, on the 20th February 1847, the 
three Sirdars met at Nussroo's house, about fifteen miles from Chow- 
gurreah. The whole force, consisting of nearly sixty men, started dur- 
ing the afternoon in small parties, Nussroo bringing up the rear, 
riding on his grey mare. They made a short halt at Nussroo s uncles, 
at Russoolpoor, and thence went up straight to the attack. A fight 
ensued, one of the Dacoits was left dead on the spot, and some others 
were severely wounded, but nevertheless property valued at 12,000 
Rupees was carried away. No one could recognize the dead man, till the 
Santipoor Darogali, to whom notice was at once sent, came over and iden- 
tified the corpse as that of Netay Haree, whose sudden absence from home 
he had notified to the Magistrate. Several men, his habitual associates, 
'were forthwith apprehended ; but though the Police behaved remarkably 
well, only four prisoners were convicted by the Sessions. It was dis- 
covered that Nussroo had had a hand in the affair, that he had ridden 
his mare, and that the gun left on the premises was his. He gave him- 
self up, was put on security, but eventually acquitted without further 
molestation. So conclusive was the evidence we brought forward against 
him, that when his appeal was heard, though he was represented by 
Vakeel, the Government Pleader was not called on to reply. 

44. I reported last year that we had discovered a new gang in 
Tbannahs Ranaghaut and Sooksaugor. I am able to state now that it has 
been broken up, and that these Thannahs have continued free of Dacoity. 
The members of this gang, which we have prosecuted to conviction, were 
all well known to the Authorities. Mr. Hope, when Joint Magistrate at 
Santipoor, did his best to stop their depredations. He drove them from 
Sooksaugor to Ranaghaut, then into Thannah Nyehatee in Baraset, and 
there again, with the co-operation of Mr. Jackson, from the latter District 
so harassed them, that at last they took to travelling about as Gipseys, 
or Faqueers, till they were caught almost in the act of Dacoity ; but even 
then only a few of those who were foolish enough to confess were impri- 
soned. Kanay Ghose, whom the Darogali, in one of his Reports, signifi- 
cantly designated as an Elephant Dacoit, (Hatee Dacoit on the Levi- 
athan !) was of those who got off, and he thenceforth assumed command ; 
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but it is a satisfaction to me to say, that he has now gone to expiate his 
crimes at Singapore. 

45. Nor has there been a single Dacoity in the Nuddea Thannahs 
under the Deputy Magistrate of Kolaroa (Kaguzpookoorya and Goburdan- 
gah.) As I anticipated, the removal of Tetoo Sirdar has had a good 
effect. The men I alluded to in para. 4 of this Report were his confe- 
derates ; their confinement has no doubt also contributed to the quiet 
which has prevailed. My first commitment was made on the 2nd July, 
and resulted in the conviction of two men. The evidence of the 
approvers was received with full confidence, because their original confes- 
sions had been recorded in different Districts, and by different Officers, 
under circumstances which precluded the supposition of fraud ; and 
though I had some expectations of being able to ensure the conviction 
of the rest of the prisoners in my custody, I was unavoidably obliged to 
release six of them. It is my intention to hand this part of the 
District to Baboo Gooroo Churn Doss ; from Jessore he will be 
nearer and better able to deal with these Dacoits than I can ; and 
if, meanwhile, the three men who are awaiting trial should be 
convicted, we shall not, I trust, hear of Dacoity in this neighbourhood 
again. 

4fi. The members of this gang are, with one solitary exception, all 
Mussulmans — some of them, as I said, live in Calcutta, and not unfro- 
quently used to get up an expedition near Town. The Mofussil members 
sometimes returned home via the Soonderbunds as far as Takee, thence 
up the Echamutty, and on their way they generally tried a boat or two ; 
yet I cannot find that, on one single occasion, complaint of their passage 
was lodged before the Magistrate or Police. Bodon, the approver, whom 
I got from the Allipoor Jail, mentioned that the Sirdar, Matabdee, to test 
the mettle of his men, used to apply a burning chillum to the thigh of 
each, and would admit no one who could not go through the trial with- 
out wincing. Whether they all stood the ordeal as was required or not, 
it is sure that only one man ever confessed, and that each of those who 
have passed through our hands had a scar on the left thigh, caused the 
Civil Surgeon thought* by a burn, about the same place, i. e. high 
enough to be covered by the dhotee. 

47. The conviction of Jemadar Goluck Chundcr Roy, which the 
Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor has heard of, is certainly a subject 
of congratulation, and will have a good effect. 


d 
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48 . In the Thannahs along the bank of the Jellinghee and Bhaugi- 
njthec, the crime of Dacoity has received a further considerable check. 
The Kotwalee and Nuddea Thannahs have been quite exempt, and there 
was but one Dacoity in each of Thannahs Hatra and Augurdeep. I 
made several commitments from this part of the Zillah, fewer however 
than I wished, because I met with some very unexpected reverses in the 
Sessions Court. Cheeneebas Bagdee and Gudadhur Ghose, whom I had 
sent up on evidence and collateral proof, which had procured the punish- 
ment of some of their accomplices, were acquitted, because the 
information I had relied on as fully confirming the approver s evidence* 
had been given on the 23rd of March 1845, the crime occurring on the 
2nd idem. Obhorslice Bagdee's case was so precisely the same as that of 
Madhub Ghose and others, that I merely copied off the old Calendar of 
commitment, with a few alterations as to names ; yet lie was acquitted, 
and they were convicted; the Sadder Judges observing (vide Report, Vol. 
I. of 1855, page 6cS5) that corroboration in a remarkable degree had been 
found regarding one Dacoity. The very paper which afforded this corro- 
boration was in Obhorshees case impounded as suspicious! Surely, it 
can't be right that a public record should be of value to-day and worthless 
to-morrow. Documents do not collude with facts, are in themselves incapa- 
ble of fraud, and cannot at different, times convey impressions diametrically 
opposite. It is to me incomprehensible how a paper declared, after a 
patient trial of three days, to corroborate the witnesses' testimony in a 
remarkable degree can, four months after, in a trial which lasted three 
hours, be rightly rejected as untrustworthy and insufficient even to confirm 
the same witnesses' testimony on precisely the same point. It is impossible 
to foresee such mishaps, but they unhappily cause incalculable mischief, 
and far better is it to let the fear of this Office have its effect in 
deterring Dacoits than putting them through a trial Avhich sends them 
forth absolved and re-assured. 

49. The celebrated Golakata Hurrish Ghose was, within the year, 
sentenced to transportation for life. This man was better known as the 
Nekaseeparah Jemadar Lattia!,and has at different times organized three 
or four gangs of Dacoits. His arrest was a matter of some difficulty, but 
was remarkably well managed by the party I sent out. Hurrish was always 
on the alert, and handled his latee so effectually, that the Duffadar who 


► Vide also Nizaumt Report, Vol, I. of 1850, page 700, 2nd para., and page CSO at bottom. 
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commanded the party had to be sent to his house at Ghazeepoor before 
lie recovered from the injuries he received. The conviction of one hitherto 
considered as perfectly secure (there were, if I remember right, nearly forty 
warrants out against Hurrish), or, if taken, certain of escape under the 
auspices of the Zemindar, who for years had kept him safe, has done, and 
will continue to do, much towards the suppression of Dacoity. 

50. On the subject of River -Dacoity, it is in Nuddea, as every where 
else, the records afford no information ; but from wliat I am told by some 
gentlemen residing in the interior, as well as by several Mahajuns who 
have opportunities of knowing how far safe the rivers are now, 1 am inclined 
to believe that there is a very sensible improvement. One of these gentle- 
men writes — “For the last three years I have heard very litte of River 
Dacoity in this cpiartcr from the Jellinglice to Santipoor. The inhabit- 
ants of some villages, near my Kanchuntollah Factory, had a very bad 
name ; but I do not think they plunder boats now, they confine them- 
selves to wrecking — that is, should any unfortunate boat get stranded 
near them, they appropriate the cargo towards salvage.” 
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51. The District of Jessore continues in the same unsatisfactory 

state. Dacoity is still very life, 
i made a beginning’ with the gangs 
which infest tins Zillah, but was 
sadly disappointed. On informa- 
tion received, I arrested some Da- 
coits from Thannah See] inline on 
the South-western portion of the 

District. I had got one approver, and the second person taken up had 
also made a detailed confession before me, but retracted in Sessions, 
when, to my surprise mid dismay, though the Judge had no doubt tho 
confession was voluntary, though 1 proved the occurrence of every 
single Dacoity prisoner spoke of, and though there was independent 
proof to connect him with two of these Dacoities, he was acquitted, 
because , ^hough freely given, the confession had been made ten days 
after arrest ! Of course I have never since had a chance of getting a 
second approver, and Was forced to release the other four men I had 
arrested. It will be a difficult matter to repair these crosses. 

52. In June last, Baboo Gooroo Chum Doss, then Deputy Magistrate 
in charge of the Koolneali Sub-division, made two very successful 
seizures — the first, of a gang of Soonderbund Dacoifs, the other, of 
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another gang, which, for some time, liad committed great depredations 
in ThaunahR Nowabod and Eastern Jessore. At the request of the 
Commissioner of the Division i, I took these cases up and committed twenty 
prisoners for trial. In the first, eight men were convicted, and three, 
though acquitted, were sent back by the Sessions Court, that their 
character might be investigated under Regulation VIII. of 1818, and 
in the other, eight prisoners* were referred for the Sudder Court, one 
was acquitted. The credit of these satisfactory prosecutions is entirely 
due to the Deputy Magistrate, whose conduct of the Police and 
judicial enquiries was deserving of the greatest credit, and there can 
be little doubt that, with this good beginning, he will succeed to the 
effectual suppression of the crime. The Nazir of the Koolncah Fouz- 
daree Court behaved very well, and his conduct was brought by me to 
the notice of the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, 

53. In the River Dacoity case, no complaint had been made by the 
sufferers, and we had to bring tire Maliajun, whose goods we had reco- 
vered, all the way from Tipperah. As I have often observed, travellers 
will not put themselves to the inconvenience and expense of a prosecution, 
when the chances are all in favor of the Dacoits and against the Police. 
I am not, however, without hopes that, under the system which obtained 
in the Thuggee Department, of taking confessions from approvers so 
isolated at distant Stations, that collusion becomes an impossibility, 
Soonderbund Dacoity will be entirely put down. It will never be even 
checked by the ordinary Police. Baboo Gooroo Churn Doss joined his 
appointment at Jessore on the 2nd instant, and, I am glad to say, has 
already got information from one of the convicted River Dacoits, which 
promises well. 

54. A slight increase appears in the Statements of this District, but 

of the twenty Dacoities and Attempts, 
no less than seventeen occurred 
during the seven first months of 
the year, and of the rest, oy was the 
work of some Sikhs on their way to 
Juggernath, all of whom were seized 
and punished. In 1855, Captain 

Keighly s proceedings had only begun, but as he proceeded, their effect 
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appeared, and thus, in the Tliannahs in which his operations have been 
more particularly carried on, there has not been a single Dacoity. It 
was only towards the close of the year that he could begin in the other 
parts of the District. 

55. Although confident that his proceedings will do much towards 
the eradication of Dacoity, Captain Keighly remarks — “ At the same 
time I cannot but feel, that in a large District like Midnapoor, com- 
posed, as it is, principally of Thannahs on one side, bordering on the 
jungles of the Tributary Mehals, and, on the other side, consisting of Salt 
Manufactory Thannahs, (filled with budmashea), and in a District, too, where 
the crime is not one carried on by a particular class of people, or even by 
regular well-defined gangs, but which pervades every class of society, 
from the petty Jungle Rajah, who provides arms for the Dacoits and 
shields them when in trouble to the utmost of his power, and the rich 
receiver, (the real root of the evil), who is found in every third or fourth 
village, to the lowest class, the Khodma, the Khaurlia, the Keeclmck, who 
rarely get but a mere trifle for committing a crime, which renders them 
liable to the penalty of transportation — it will be very difficult to stop 
Dacoity entirely/' 

56. Of fifty-six prisoners tried by the Courts, forty-five were trans- 
ported for life and eleven were acquitted — forty-eight were awaiting trial, 
in Sessions and Sudder. Captain Keighly labored under a great disad. 
vantage, in that it was necessary at first to send up in original, to the 
Sudder, every nuthee and record to which reference was made, depriving 
him of the use of them till their return ; and thus lie was frequently 
delayed several weeks. He, however, subsequently obtained the permis- 
sion of the Court to send copies, instead of the original documents. He 
also had the disadvantage of dealing with three separate Judges, and 
till December, he was always some two or three months in advance of 
the Sessions Court. Since the appointment of an Additional Sessions 
Judge to the District, a clearance has been effected — the hajut is again 
full, and in February there will probably be at least fifty prisoners 
for trial? 

57. Captain Keighly writes — “ Of the six men acquitted by the 
Sudder Court, two, Sham Dass and Cheedam Dass, were only acquitted, 
because they had not been specifically charged with a certain Dacoity. 
One Judge sentenced them to fourteen years, another stated the 
evidence in the case to be conclusive, but acquitted them for the 
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above reason ; and on the case being referred to a third, he acquitted. 
Two others, Roopadhur Geeree and Narain Mullick, were sentenced 
to transportation for life by one Judge; a second acquitted, because 
in two out of the three Dacoities in whicli the prisoners were com- 
mitted, they had been seized but released by the Magistrate , and 
therefore agreeably to his opinion they could not be put upon their 
trial for those crimes ; and the third Judge acquitted on reference. 
Strange to say these men are four of the worst characters in the District, 
and the evidence against them appeared to me to he much stronger 
than in nine out of ten cases which have been before the Sudder. 
The two former, Sham Dass and Gheedam Dass, I re-committed in the 
very case of Dacoity in which two Sudder Judges had said the 
evidence was conclusive. They were acquitted at the Sessions, and 
the Judge in his decision stated that there was no evidence to warrant 
the commitment ! 1 was, of course, called upon by the Sudder for my 

reasons for having made the commitment. I pointed out the former 
decision of the Sudder, showed that the prisoners had only escaped 
fourteen years’ imprisonment through a technicality, and considered 
that as one Sessions Judge and two Sudder Judges had deemed the 
evidence ample, I was justified in re-committing them ! In answer I was 
informed, my explanation was not satisfactory. 1 must mention the 
right of making the commitment was never doubted. The question 
was one of evidence.” 

58. Several crises of Dacoity were also referred to Captain Koighly 
hy the Magistrate, and he tried some Thuggee cases. He states that the 
work of the year was as follows : — “ The arrest and examination of 
two hundred and twelve Dacoits, of whom one hundred and thirty-five 
have been committed in seventy-one Calendars, twenty-two have been 
released by the Higher Courts, and thirty-three by me. I have taken 
up" eight Dacoity cases for the Magistrate, and I have had eight 
Thuggee cases, in which two Thugs have been transported for life. I 
am now taking the confession of a third, who has committed Jhuggee 
within the last three years. Three will be committed to the Dacca Sessions 
immediately, and two have been released by me. During the year, 
I have had charge of the current duties of the Magistrate’s Office, 
for nearly three months. From the 18th October to 17th November 
I was at Balasore, obtaining information regarding the Dacoits in 
that District, and since then I have succeeded in making one approver 



( 31 ) 


and hoj3e in a month or two to bo able to arrest a considerable 
number of Dacoits in those Than nabs of the Balasore District bor- 
dering upon Midnapoor, and so gradually to work down to the Southern 
Thannahs.” 

59. Ho observes on the prospects on Balasore : — 44 Several gangs can 
be clearly traced, most of the leaders of which, in the Bush tab, Balasore 
and Sorah Thannahs, live near the Neilgherry Rajah s Territories, and 
immediately after they have committed a Dacoity, they retire to the 
jungles on the Hills, where they remain until the investigation into the 
case is over. T have several Dacoits from Thannah Bograi now in cus- 
tody, and very shortly, I trust, to commence arresting the worst charac- 
ters in Bush tali and so gradually work Southward to Balasore, Go rah and 
Buddruck and he adds — a All the Daeoits in that District are Burglars 
also. During my stay there, I went carefully through all the Dacoitics and 
Burglaries that had occurred in the District since 1816. The latter crime 
is very prevalent, and why should not a man who is a Burglar by pro- 
fession be treated in the same way as a Dace it ? The great probabi- 
lity in all these Districts, in which Dacoity is the crime of the people 
and is not carried on by any particular class, is that as the one crime 
is suppressed, the other will very much increase. I have lately had 
many men in custody who have systematically committed both crimes. 
The corroborative eviderico against them in the Burglaries was 
stronger than that in Dacoities, and if I could but have committed 
them in the same Calendar for both crimes, I could have easily proved 
the general charge ; but as the Law at present stands, the two 
crimes are considered to be entirely distinct. Surely, considering 
how very similar in many cases a Burglary is to a .Dacoity, and that 
the perpetrators of the one will commit the other, so great a distinction 
ought not to be made.” This seems to me a subject worthy of con- 
sideration, for there can be no doubt that, when Dacoits cannot go forth 
in gangs, they take to Burglary. It has been so every where, and 
Burglary is on the increase. This might be an opportunity for remedy- 
ing the state of the Law. I believe that Regulation II. of 1832 virtually 
does much to favor Burglars. 

Annexed is a List* of the prisoners arrested by Captain Keigldy, 
with the result of the trials. 
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60. This District was added to our jurisdiction only in November 

last. It is overrun with Daeoits. My Deputy, 

M,io 5 ...lLiiMmd. Baboo Obhoy Churn Bose, reported his arrival - 

at the Station on the 4th December, and I visited the Station in the 
middle of that month. A commencement has been made. 

61. Taking the whole of our jurisdiction, there is a sensible reduc- 
tion in the crime of Dacoity.* I believe that the decrease is really even 
greater than the Returns make out. There is not the same reluctance to 
come forward in the prosecution of a Dacoit. If crimes are not always 
reported to the Local Police, complainants frequently come to us, show- 
ing confidence in a system which, if it cannot always trace the Daeoits, 
does not, when they are arrested, set 85 per cent, of them loose to 
wreak their vengeance on the informers. But I am quite sure that 
such a crime as the Hoodolparah Dacoity, in Burdwan, in which one 
man who opposed the gang in their retreat was killed outright and 
three others wounded, cannot now be hushed up, nor can Daeoits extort 
money, as they frequently did, by threatening to divulge the truth, and 
thus, when a Dacoity had not been reported, expose the false deposition 
made to avoid a prosecution. Landholders generally know all that 
goes on in their estates and neighbourhood, and an Indigo Planter 
writes to me: — “As for Village Dacoity, such a thing is almost unknown 
another says : — “ I never hear of Dacoity now and yet these very 
gentlemen knew very well, that about one-half the Dacoities which 
were committed were never heard of by the Authorities. If any thing 
further were required to prove that our efforts have been in the right 
direction, it is the fact, that where the prisoners we had committed have 
been set at large, there Dacoity has increased. If we took up the real 
offenders, their removal must cause a cessation, their acquittal a return 
of the crime, and this is precisely what has occurred. Whore our 
prisoners have been punished, Dacoity is gradually disappearing ; where 
they have been released, it is now again on the increase. 

62. The Table in the Appendix-)- shows how the prisoners awaiting 
trial on 1st January 1856, and those taken up during the year, have 
been disposed of. 
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The work was distributed as follows : — 


Commissioner s Office . 

Pending of 1855 ... 23 

Arrested during the year ... 191 

Total under trial ... 21 4 

Committed to the Sessions ... * 137 

Released ... CO 

Died, &c. ... 5 

Pending ... 12 

Total ... 214 

Sessions Court. 

Pending of 1855 ... 56 

Committed during 1856 ... 137 

Total under trial ... 193 

Referred to Sudder Court ... 120 

Sentenced to term imprisonment ... 24 

Called on for security, under Regulation 4 

VIII. of 1818 ... ) 12 

Acquitted ... 17 

Died, &c. ... 4 

Pending 16 

Total ... 193 

Sudder Court. 

Pending of 1855 ... 31 

Received on reference ... 120 

Total ... 151 

Transported for life ... 121 

Sentenced to term imprisonment ... 1 

Called on for security, under Regulation | 2 

VIII. of 1818 ... j 

Acquitted ' ... 15 

Died 2 

Pending ... 10 


Total 


151 
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These Returns shovr the following proportions 

Convictions to Commitments in Sessions 
Ditto on reference in Sudder 
Ditto in both Courts y including references and 
appeals from Sessions to Sudder 
Ditto on arrests , including acquittals on appeal 
of five prisoners sentenced to term imprison- 
ment and one to security 

On reference to the Table* which I annex, it will be found that on the 
results obtained from the establishment of this Office to end of 1855, 
these proportions were thus : — 

Convictions to Commitments in Sessions 
Ditto to references in Sudder 
Ditto in both Courts , including references and 
appeals 

Ditto on arrests 

63. It will not escape notice, that the number of prisoners tried has 
been considerably larger than the average of former years ; but then 
the number of acquittals is also greater. A large proportion of the 
acquittals were among the prisoners awaiting trial at the end of 1855, 
and if we take into account only the prisoners arrested and committed 
during 1856, we have the following per-centages : — 

Convictions to Commitments in Sessions ... 90f per cent. 

Ditto to references in Sudder ... 95 £ „ 

Ditto in both Courts , including references and 
appeals from Sessions to Sudder 
Ditto on arrests , including appeals ... 59 J „ 

I mention this to show that, though it decidedly is a fact that the 
number of persons punished has diminished from 87| per cent, to 80£, 
the old proportion has been very nearly attained in the commitments 
of the year, and that we have not been less careful than heretofore in 
the preparation of cases or selection of prisoners for trial. In fact, of 
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the ninety-seven Calendars which went before the Courts, one solitary 
one was condemned as made on insufficient ground ; but the explana tion 
I submitted satisfied the Court, at least I presume so, for if not, I should 
have heard more of the matter. 

64. For the coming year I anticipate that the number of trials will be 
very considerably less. The Additional Judge's jurisdiction has been 
extended to Midnapoor, and his Court is always swamped. My next 
Sessions, with ten cases pending, are fixed for the middle of April, by 
which time the number of Calendars will probably be doubled. On the 
other hand it is a great satisfaction to feel that all my cases will now 
be tried by one and the same Sudder Bench. Whatever view these J udges 
may take of our system and procedure, we shall know what will be 
required in all cases. Luckily, one of the Judges on the Criminal side 
having been Judge of this Zillah, is thoroughly acquainted with this 
Office, and my attention has already been called to, and I have been 
directed to siq^ply information and evidence on, certain points which 
this Department wished so much to press, which it can prove, and which 
form the very ground-work of our system ; but which have hitherto been 
ignored by the Courts. 

65. It was the uncertainty as to the issue of our cases which cramped 
all our proceedings, and so tied the Sessions Court, that precedents 
would not be considered. Take for instance the case of Anund Roy, 
page 93 of the Nizamut Report , Vol. 11. for 1856. Three points 
are involved in the judgment : — 

lafc — The evidence of one approver is insufficient to prove the com- 
mission of the offence and the prisoner’s complicity in it 

2ndly . — The evidence of a Darogah who recorded confessions made at 
the time of the occurrence of the crime charged should not be received 
as corroboration. 

Srdly . — The statement of a person who cannot be brought before the 
Court should not be considered to the prejudice of the accused, because 
the prisoner cannot be confronted with him. 

On the first point, the cases of Modon Tickree and another, (para. 
2nd, page 199, Vol. I. of 1856, Nizamut Report ), and Hossein Nooney, 
(last para., page 742, Yol. idem), afford very recent precedents to an oppo- 
site view. On the second point, I refer to the case of Haro Sirdar and others, 
(Nizamut Report, Vol. I. of 1855,, page 717, para. 2. of Sudder judgment), 
in which the testimony of a Darogah, under very similar circumstances, 
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was held fully to confirm the evidence. The Mofussil confessions in that 
case were also retracted before the Magistrate, on the ground that they had 
been exacted by ill usage, and the two cases differed only in this, that 
both the confessaries in the Kistopoor Dacoity detracted, while in the 
trial of Anund Roy one did not. The Judges could not, when they 
wrote that “the prisoners one and all denied their confessions/' have 
perused the statement which is still with the record, and which is 
certified by the Joint Magistrate himself to have been freely made, where- 
in the prisoner Goggon, though he denies having actually entered the 
premises, describes accurately, and in a manner which none but a person 
who had been present could by any possibility have described all that 
took place before, during and after the attack ; and so far from accusing 
the Darogah of ill usage, admits what had been recorded in the Mofussil 
by that Officor in full. On the third point, I do not know to what pre- 
cedent I can refer. The pages of the published Reports positively teem 
with decisions, in which statements such as that now declared to have been 
improperly admitted were taken into consideration as telling against 
the prisoner. The very confession of the Zurecb Shikaree (misprinted 
Zukee) alluded to was accepted in one case ( Nizamul Report , Vol. I. of 
I Safi, last para, of page 251,) and after all what are the Mofussil con- 
fessions of the three prisoners in this case, that of Goggon made at, the 
time to the Joint Magistrate of Baraset and that subsequently made by 
Zurecb Shikaree to the Dacoity Commissioner, but “statements of 
accomplices which a Judge might make use of as corroborative of other 
independent evidence'’ (page 2fi, Nizamut Report, Vol. II. of 1855.) 

fifi. Such different estimates of the weight to be allowed to collateral 
proof can scarcely again occur in the Sudder ; but unless some provision 
be made for the Sessions trial of Daooits on the evidence of the accom- 
plices, there will to a surety be as many different views as there are 
Judges to try the cases. I venture then, yet again, to appeal to Govern- 
ment on the subject, and to urge that, if the present Additional Sessions 
Judge cannot be relieved in his Zillali cases, (excepting perhaps those 
from the 2 1-Pergunnahs,) an extra Judge should be especially appointed 
for this Establishment and its Branch Offices. It may, I think, fairly be 
questioned, whether the Jessore and Mooi'shedabad Courts will not, as 
that of Midnapoor, be found unequal to the additional labour the Offices 
lately set up in those Districts will impose on them, and the matter 
should be considered betimes. I am well aware that former applications 
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on this subject have not been favorably received, but I believe that we 
have to some extent been misunderstood. Our object is not to deprive 
one class of offenders of the privileges allowed to another, nor do we 
wish to punish Dacoits on other than full legal grounds. All we desire 
is to sustain, with increased and unceasing vigor, the attack made 
against Dacoity. The past year has shown that remnants of gangs 
can re-form within even ear-shot of this Office, and that those 
gangs which we have not yet reached have not been deterred 
by what they have seen going on around them. This is simply 
because our operations have been uncertain and too slow. It still 
requires seventy -four days from commitment to obtain a final judg- 
ment. We could have done a great deal more than was done in 
1856, but the Sessions Court has only just kept up with us, and this 
year will not do so much. Thoroughly to stop Dacoity, the machinery 
for bringing offenders to justice must be more rapid. The quicker 
we transport them, the more effectually will the crime be suppressed, 
and the cost of the suppression will be less in proportion. On these 
grounds, I again submit that the appointment of a Special Judge 
for our cases is necessary — I trust it will be understood that we do 
not mean a special tribunal , that we ask for no alteration in procedure, 
and that wo suggest nothing that requires the interference of the Legisla- 
ture. 1 venture to predict that, if sanctioned, the appointment will not 
be found a sinecure, 

67. Another matter to which T solicit attention is the advantage likely 
to be derived by the prosecution of our cases in the Sudder by competent 
Vakeels. Under special orders of Government, I am authorized to appear 
in Sessions, and at my suggestion the Omlahs of this Court were permitted 
to go down and lay the several records and documents before the Sudder 
Judges. The practice has, I think 1 may say, been found greatly to faci- 
litate and expedite business; but these men, though well acquainted with 
the merits of a case, have no authority to argue on any point that iniHht 
occur, nor could they, if they had the power. Even if they were permitted 
to speak for the prosecution, my subordinates at out-stations would not be 
represented. The Government Pleaders have done their best, but other 
duties on the Civil side of the Court more than fully engage their 
attention. I would request that the Nizamut Judges be consulted on 
the matter, and that if they should express an opinion in support of 
mine, steps may be taken, in connection with the Legal Remembrancer, to 
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ensure an appearance on behalf of Government in all cases committed 
by this Department. 

68. Properly laid before a Court, and commented on, I believe that 
the evidence of approvers would generally be received with more confi- 
dence than at present. “ The true ground of objection to the evidence 
of approvers arises from the obvious interest which they have to save 
themselves from punishment by conviction of the accused,” and “ the 
danger is that, when a man is fixed and knows that his own guilt is 
detected, he will purchase impunity by falsely accusing others.” This 
ground of objection, and this danger, do not exist under our system. The 
approver is not reprieved on condition that his accomplices shall be con- 
victed ; on the contrary, it is part of our contract with him that he shall 
forfeit his pardon, if he shall be found to have accused one innocent person. 
The result of a trial has no effect on his safety, and by a lie he risks his 
liberty for life. Then, as to the fear of collusion, it has often been shown, 
that if not impossible, fraud cannot pass all the tests applied. But is it 
only to our cases that the objection applies? I should like to have it 
shown, that it cannot exist in the ordinary Magisterial Courts ; that the 
witnesses are there watched from the date of the occurrence to that of 
the trial ; and that every precaution is taken to prevent communication 
before their first deposition — which is always referred to as a test of their 
consistency — is recorded. Have false cases, trumped up in malice or 
revenge, never come before other Courts ? or less in those Courts than in 
this ? If not, then why should the suspicion of fraud be greater in our 
cases than in others ? I again affirm, that the statements on which we 
rely bear in themselves irresistible proof of being true, and that they 
consist with no other supposition ; but this should be shown on trial, 
whenever the point may require illustration. It can only be done by 
counsel, and if the prosecution be properly laid before a Court, just as an 
English Judge would, I believe, advise a jury to convict, so I think that 
the obvious deduction of collusion having been in a high degree improbable, 
the collateral proof of previous bad character and association with Dacoits, 
and the direct testimony of approvers, which has corroborated itself in a 
series of trial, would be considered in our Courts amply sufficient for 
conviction under a Law of which two eminent Judges have recorded that 
“ it declared not acts of specific crimes but simple association” punishable, 
and that “ it is one under which men are specially punishable upon facts 
which furnish an irresistible presumption that they must be Dacoits.” 



( 39 ) 


69. I annex a Statement* which gives the number of Dacoities com- 
mitted in the several Districts under the Government of Bengal, duriug 
the year 1856. There is an increase everywhere, except in Bograh and 
Bancoorah. The diminution in these Zillahs is not accounted for. The 
Magistrates of Pubnah and Beerbhoom are both anxious, that our 
operations should be extended to their Districts, and the latter offers to 
act under me. Though most ready to afford every assistance, especially to 
willing co-operators, our hands are too full to enable me to forward their 
views, and we should have a little experience of Branch Officesunder Native 
Deputy Magistrates, before judging of the expediency of adding to their 
number. 

70. The Table in the margin shows the number of prisoners arrested 

for Dacoity, tried, con- 
victed, and acquitted in 
the Districts mentioned, 
from 1852 to 1855, 
both inclusive. I omit 
the 24-Pergunnahs and 
Hooghly Districts, because 
the Nizam ut Registers, 
from which the Statement 
has been compiled, include 
indiscriminately all cases, 
whether committed by 
this Office or the Local 
Authorities, and it is not 
easy to separate them. 
It would seem that only 
about 47 per cent, of 

the prisoners sent to the Sessions were punished, and that of every 
hundred prisoners arrested no less than seventy-nine had to be released. 

71. Scarcely more satisfactory are the Returns of last year through- 
out the Bengal Division. From the Abstracts*) - which I have received 
from each Zillah, it appears that the number of Dacoities committed 
amounts to 440, and the total number of prisoners convicted in Sessions 
to. 314. I have been unable to procure a Return of prisoners acquitted 
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Ml* 

CO 

234 

Midnapoor 

351 

113 

98 

53 } 

32* 

Jessore 

471 

94 

146 

39| 

20 

Total 

2,043 

455 

507 

471 

211 
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on reference or appeal to the Sudder Nizamut, but taking the average 
of the four years in the Districts alluded to in the preceding para., the 
convictions would, after passing through that Court, be further reduced 
by 15 per cent., or say to 267, thus making it a positive fact that, for 
five Dacoities committed with plunder of property valued at 2,000 Rupees, 
just three prisoners, i. e. only 46 i per cent, of the persons sent up for 
trial, or 15| of those arrested, are punished. This great failure of justice* 
coupled with the undeniable truth, that in every direction the evil of 
Dacoity is become chronic, deserves attention. There soon may be, if 
there are not already, grounds for fearing that special measures must 
be adopted to stop the crime there, as has been done here. 

72. But if practically Dacoity is unpunished, and if the uncertainty 
of conviction is one of the great causes for the apparent increase, it is 
also sure, that the inadequacy of the punishment awarded when conviction 
ensues has its ill effect The experience of this, and every other Criminal 
Court, is that imprisonment for a term does not even check professional 
offenders. We know that men released one day have returned to their old 
pursuits within a week — nay, on one or two occasions, the very day they were 
set free ; that it is the first duty of convicts on release to perform with 
all solemnity the skrad of their fellows who died in confinement, and that 
the necessary funds are procured by crime ; and there is an instance of 
a man committing Dacoity to get the wherewithal to deposit security 
demanded of him as a bad character. For all this, it is still the excep- 
tion to pass a higher sentence than seven years, that is, when the crime 
is a maximum the minimum punishment is given. Judges generally 
think an explanation necessary when a higher sentence issues. It is, 
I think, to be regretted that the new Penal Code leaves the punish- 
ment for Dacoity as it was. I cannot but believe that, if the Law made it 
imperative on the Judge to pass a sentence of transportation for life, 
recommending to the mercy of Government or the Sudder Court cases 
deserving of leniency, the effect would be beneficial. 

73. The plan adopted last year, of employing the approvers, has 
afforded ample proofs of advantage, and their conduct has been remark- 
ably good. Three only have been found guilty of misconduct — one 
for absenting himself without leave, one for theft on the premises, and 
the third for extortion. The pardon granted to these men was at my 
recommendation revoked by Government, and the original sentence of 
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transportation forthwith carried out. There are now sixty -seven 
approvers on the premises. 

74. A Native Doctor has had charge of the Establishment and his 
Report is annexed.* The health of the approvers is extraordinarily 
good, one only has died after lingering under phthisis for some 
months ; and of the guard, consisting of eighty-five men, the small pro- 
portion. of four have been on the sick list : — no deaths. The mortality 
among the prisoners, on the other hand, is great. It must, however, be 
borne in mind, that they are all the worse characters of the country, 
most of them were opium-eaters and addicted to strong drink — to he 
deprived of those stimulants, affects nearly every man more* or less, and 
I have little doubt that moral causes act against recovery in serious 
illness. A man without hope seldom desires to recover. 

7o. In conclusion, I solicit the favor of your submitting this Report 
for the information of the Hon ’bio the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
who will, I trust, he satisfied with the results of the year. They an* 
not as satisfactory as I could wish, but I can honestly say for myself 
and the Officers of the Department, that no exertion has been spared 
to attain the great object for which this Commission was designed. Where 
this object has not been reached, T have endeavored to account for the 
failure and to remedy the evil — our efforts will not oen.se. 

7(>. Captain Keigldy’s proceedings have been discharged with judg- 
ment and care. Now that he will be fible to operate rapidly, their 
effect is sure to appear. 11(5 is an excellent Officer, and I led the 
advantage of having the assistance of so experienced a colleague. 

To the favorable opinion. I expressed of Baboo Ohunder ttekur Rov 
last year, I have nothing to add, and certainly nothing to subtract, I 
regret only that an opportunity has not occurred to grant the promotion 
promised him. 

I am under very great obligation to Mr. Fergusson, the Magistrate 
of the 2t-Pergunnahs. I have made constant application to, and have 
invariably received most ready and valuable assistance from him, which 
I desire warmly to acknowledge. 

Messrs. Elliot of Nuddea and Grey of Howrah have afforded me 
much help whenever I have had occasion to apply to them ; and 
Deputy Magistrates Gooroo Churn Doss of Koolna and CJobind Bose ' 
of Kolaroa have also been valuable 5 co-ad jul-ors. 

* * A II. 
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Darogah Doorga Churn Chuckerbutty of Baraset 

* ?? Buckawoollah of Howrah 

„ Haneef Khan of 24-Pergunnahs 

„ Kishenpersaud Majoomdar of Moorshedabad 
„ Grish Chunder Bose of Nuddea 

have all exerted themselves in a praiseworthy manner, whenever called 
on, and Captain Keighly prominently mentions Mangle Persaud Sing 
of Midnapoor, 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) J. R. WARD, 

Commissioner for the Suppression of Dacoity. 
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Paragraph 38. 

THE CONFESSION of SREEMONTO GHOSE, 

Son of Ramtonoo Ghose , of Poorubstol, Thannah Poorubstol , Zillah 
Burdwan . Taken before J. 11. Ward, Esq., Commissioner for the 
Suppression of Dacoity , on the 2nd June 1856. 

Q . — You confessed your guilt to the Additional Sessions Judge, and stated that 
you wished to be sent back to this Office to detail your crimes — is it true that you 
have belonged to a gang of Dacoits p 

A. — Yes, it is, and I have committed several Dacoities. 

Q. — ITow did you begin Dacoity P 

A. — Ram Chunder Ghose, the brother-in-law of one of my relations, Gopal 
Ghose, was a resident of Moyakool, but he left that village and came to live in 
mine. This Ram Chunder waft acquainted with Jadoo and Mudoo Ghose, who had 
a nephew, sister’s daughter’s husband, named 1 look ee ram Ghose, who lived at Jug- 
gernathpoor. On one occasion Dookeeram having found a boat laden with tussur 
cloth, came and told Ram Chunder, who took me out and a lot of other men of the 
village. This was about fourteen or fifteen years ago, when 1 was about seventeen 
years of age. We plundered the boat, but did not find the cloth, though we got 
other property. Ever since I have committed Dacoity. Soon after Ram Chunder got 
sick, and for two years remained ill and unable to do any thing. He then died, on 
which Dookeeram continued to give us a job or two every now and then, and by 
degrees Jadoo, Monohur, BonomaUee, and Mudoo Ghose became the leading men. 
Jadoo is dead, Monohur has been transported for life, so has Bonomallee ; and Mudoo 
Ghose died in Jail after sentence in the Beershromba ease. I have also committed 
Dacoity with Manick Ghose of Moyakool and Bogoban Ghose of Mohutpoor. 

\JELcre follow the details of twenty-nine Dacoities,] 

Q. — How came you to commit so many Dacoities ? 

A. — We were all safe. If we got arrested, we paid the Police, and if we were 
chellaued, for twenty or twenty-live Rupees, we could always get witnesses to say 
we were with them on the night in question. . The Judge always believed them. If any 
one confessed at the Thannah, he had only to say we had been beaten, and was sure 

9 
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to got, off; and thaw in whose houses property was not found , wore always sure 
to be acquitted at the Sessions. 

Q. — Do you know any instance in which the Police tortured and made a man confess 
to a crime lie never committed ? 

A. — No; hut they heat him very much when a man is wounded, or when they 
know he is guilty. The Police know the Dicoits very well. 

Q. — Wat induced you to confess at the Sessions? 

A. — When I first came to this Office, T wonted to confess, and was very nearly 
doing so, thinking it the only way of getting off transportation ; but when one day 
you called Nohay Gliose, and he conld not say positively who I was, 1 thought there 
would only be one witness against me, and I could not lx? punished on his evidence. 
We talked the matter over in the Guard-room, and mv fellow-prisoners agreed that 
nothing would he done, if there were not two witnesses ; so I held my tongue and 
said nothing. By degrees, however, every prisoner sent up was transported, and Modon 
Tick roe, who had only one witness against him, was also convicted. This frightened 
me, and you charged me with Dacoities in which I had truly been concerned, and you 
spoke of all kinds of crimes I knew of; so l resolved to confess ; hut I thought I 
might as well see what was done in Sessions. 1 found the case was very strong, so 
j confessed, llarra Naga, who was with me in the Burdwan Jail, also told me, after 
you released and sent him hack to Burdwan, lliat people got very severely punished 
here, and when in Juijut , 1 one day saw him as he was going to the big Jail after 
commitment. lfe too, Sham B.igdee, JMadub, and Sreeram Biswas have been 
transported, so there was no hope for me. 

(2. — Had you any ostensible means of livelihood ? 

A. — I was alone with my wife and mother, and had some twenty or twenty-five 
cows; but every one knew I was a Daeoit. I bore a bad character and was very well 
off; so of course I was always suspected ; hut we had an agreement with the Darogah 
of our Thaimah not to bully us on condition of our never committing Daeoity within 
the Thannah jurisdiction. 

Q. — Were you ever in service ? 

A. — Yes, T was, in a Sahib's employ as a Gwnla a long time ago, and afterwards 

I was in Ulr. ’s service as a Lattial, and while there committed some Dacoities. 

We were the whole gang of us there nearly. Daeoity is committed only by tin? 
Lattials in my country. "Who would dare to commit it, hut they? The fact is, 
they are very had people, and though they get eight or ten Rupees wages, they 
loot and steal as they please. The Zemindars always prefer a “ SuJclhudmasfi"* to 
other men, because*, with five, or six such men, they can plunder a whole village, 
which respectable servants will not do ; and you wi 11^ always find the worse characters 
in a village of my Country in the Zemindar’s employ. 

Q, — You said that you were wounded in the Daeoity on a boat at Bamunpookoor, 

and were on your way the next day to some other place, where you intended to stay 

for a while, while your wound healed; but on the road you met Madub and 


' Thorough blackguard. 
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committed the Bargora Dacoity. Is it often that wounded men try Pacoity again 
so quickly ? 

A. — No; but in this ease the wound was not painful, and I knew tho Manjee 
of the boat had given a false deposition. If caught I could confess to the boat affair, 
lor 1 would not be punished alter the Manjce’s falsehood in that ease, and it would 
ward off suspicion against mo in the lktrgora one, as nobody would believe that if 
wounded one night I would commit another Dacoity tho next. 

Q. — .Do you think that if Zemindars were prohibited from keeping LattiaLs, 
Dacoity would stop ? 

A. — It has quite stopped where I come from; but if Zemindars did not keep 
Lattials, there would be none any where. Do you think I could have kept quiet if 
you had not arrested me? I would have taken service in some other District and 
committed Dacoity. If any of the Lattials are named in any crime, a Zemindar sends 
him away to some Talook at a distance and hides him then;. When T ran away after 
Ihe Dacoity on the copper boat (/. c. laden with copper), I wont to my brother-in daw’s. 
There the Zcmiudni’s Gomashta found I was a fugitive from justice, and said that 
I must pay twenty Rupees if T wanted to be safe; for if I did, be would lake me in his 
employ, and no one could take me. I agreed, but afterwards I thought tin’s would 
be too close to my own home, and I might get my brother-in-law, who is a respectable 
man, into a scrape; so I broke off my engagement. Tin* Gomashta, however, look 
one of the cows from my brother-in-law as a Hue, and L left after that. I was perpetually 
oti the move till I was arrested. Were the Zemindars transported, Dacoity and Theft 
would stop. Who could steal, if tho Zemindars prevented it. ? They are well acquainted 
with their ryots, and if they chose to get all the thiews punished, who could rub ? 
When the Darogah wants a man who has been denounced or summoned, he goes 
to the Zemindar, and begs him respectfully to deliver him up, and tin* Zemindar does 
as he likes. Without his assistance, the Police can do nothing. If the man required 
is a good Lattial, the Zemindar, of course, will not give him up. The Zemindars are 
obliged to do this; if they did not, no Lattial would go in their service; it, would 
not be safe, for they are all Thieves and Dacoits, and could not carry on their practices 
if they did not know their master would save them when they got into trouble. They 
would go to another man, who would do so. 

Q . — What Zemindar in your country docs as you describe ? 

A. of lias, 1 suppose, some two hundred Surkeewallah, 

(a peculiar kind of spearmen, the spear end being small and only fixed on a slight 
bamboo as required ;) but now, lbr instance, as it is the Indigo season, he has, I 

suppose, lour hundred or five hundred. of and 

of keep a lot of Lattials, but and are the two worst. 

— • Sahel), who was -at tho Kootee, was however the greatest 

dangdbas of all. The English gentlemen, however, do not know of their men commit- 
ting Dacoity. The Bengalis do. 

. Q. — Why is it that the Police so seldom trace the offenders in River Dacoity ? 

A. — The people seldom complain, but the inhabitants about always bear of these 
kinds of Daeoities. There is also always a doubt as to the jurisdiction. One bank is in 
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one Thannah, the oilier in another ; and we take the boat off, and so each Darogah tells 
the Other to enquire, and there is no tilcana ; besides we do not require much prepara- 
tion. A boat is seen and marked down, and that night we leave home and return before 
morning. No one observes that we absent, and we are never reported. We kept 
weapons always ready in some concealed place on the bank, and they were available 
whenever required, without making fresh ones. 

(Signed) J. It. WARD, 

Commissioner for the Suppression, of JDacoity. 

Hoogiily, ^ 

The I4t h February 1857* J 
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(Signed) J. It. WARD, 

Commissioner for the Suppression of Daeoity. 
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STATEMENT of the number of Dacoities and Attempts in the under-mentioned Districts since 1841. 
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APPEN 


STATEMENT showing the names of Individuals committed 


u 

o 

& 

s 

p 

to 

N amcs. 

Resiuknck. 

Villago. 

Thannab. 

Zillali. 

1 Madhub Tauteo ... 

Radlian agore ... | Hu rripaul 

llooghly ... 

2 

Sroomonto Dooley 

Shalibazar 

Dbunyakhally 

ditto 

3 

Boslita Kowrah 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

4 

S urliosK ur Doole y 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

5 

Ununtram Bagdee 

Sorampoor 

ditto 

ditto 

6 

Nuntlo Baudot* 

Buditpoor 

Solainabad 

Burd wan . . 

7 

Doorga Chum Kulloo 

Pamnibooah 

Dbunyakhally 

llooghly 

8 

Kamoiiundor Moyra 

(lowary 

Ivotwali 

Nuddea 

9 

Mutlon Tikry . . 

Debugram 

Jlanagbat 

ditto 

10 

Ram Cliand Agoory 

* 

Boidabatty 

Boidabatty 

llooghly . . 

11 

DhurmodosH Bagdee 

Sliipta 

Itoyna 

Hurd wan . . 

12 

Mutlhoo Bagdee 

Betboony 

Jahanabad 

Hoogbly . . 

13 

Nund Chose 

Bclliadangali 

San ti poor 

Nuddea 

14 

Mohun Chose 

Pawnparuh 

ditto 

ditto 

16 

OomosPuul Koomar 

Rauady 

ditto 

ditto 

16 

ProMinno Soory 

Belliadnugah 

ditto 

ditto 

.17 

Promehand Chose Sutgopo 

Kanadv 

ditto 

ditto 

18 

Odinalh Odia Bagdee 

Koonoorpookoor ... 

Umbiea 

Burd wan , . 

19 

Currish Chose Gwala 

Pawnparuh 

San ti poor 

Nuddea 

20 

Isliwar Oojiiia Gwala 

<lilto 

ditto 

ditto , . 

21 

Nobhi Bagdee 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

22 

lladlianulh Methoor Gwala 

Ranadv 

ditto 

ditto 

28 

Uugghoouath Chose 

Bamoonpookoor ... 

Nuddea 

ditto 

24 

Klio r soil Shikaree 

Chandpoor 

Kuduuigatcboo ... 

Damsel 

25 

Bocnud Mussulman 

Boallia 

ditto 

ditto 

2(> 

Blioirub Ghoso 

ilaleepoor 

ditto 

ditto 

27 

M.oott)o Mussulmnu 

Sunkorpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

28 

Neeloo Mussulman 

Kaokiapara 

ditto 

ditto 

29 

Molioh Uliurminy 

Iladoepoor 

ditto 

ditto 

30 

K asset* m Mussulman 

Sollapuokoor 

ditto 

ditto 

31 

l)idar Gayn Shikaree 

Jaudubpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

32 

hnamdci* .Jollali 

#1 beck rail 

ditto 

ditto 

38 

Slieraj Shi karoo 

Jaudubj>oor 

4itto 

ditto 

84 

Torah Khan Mussulman 

I ladecpoor . . 

ditto 

ditto 

35 

Syem Khan 

Koomrool 

ditto 

ditto 

30 

J a moor Mussulman 

Kaokiapara 

ditto 

ditto 

37 

Dyom Shikaree 

daduhpouv 

ditto 

ditto 

88 

Cliaud Kullilla Shikaree 

Chitpoor 

Chit-poor 

24-Perglis. , . 

39 

Hosseiu Nooiiey 

Mazergi am 

Kudurngatcheo 

liaraset 

40 

A nund Ghoso Kaist 

Ohurgliaut 

Kullingah 

ditto 

41 

Sheikh Jorocb Sirdar 

Shahpookooria , . 

KudumgatchcG ... 

ditto 

42 

Jshwar Kulloo 

Kazurdhana 

ditto 

ditto 

43 

Currish Mapit 

ditto # ... 

ditto 

ditto 

44 

.Madhub Nupit 

Mazergram * ... 

ditto 

ditto 

45 

Kalloo Dliawah 

Nirmisha 

ditto 

ditto 

40 

Annoo Dhuwali 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
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D I X D. 

from this Office , with the results of their trials and the dates of the same . 


Commissioner’s Office. 


Sessions Corin’. 


N 


IZAMI'T ADAWUrr. 


Committing 
0 llicer. 

| Date of Com- 
mitment. 

Sentence or 
iii ial order. 

Date. 

Sentence or 
final order. 

| Date. 

1 

E. Jackson, Esq. 

9th Dee. 

1854 

Bcferred to Ni- 








zamut 

3rd Oct. 

1855 

Transported 

25th Jau. 1850 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

. , 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

. . 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

. . 

Acquitted .. 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

• ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

. . 

ditto 

d it to. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


Transported 

ditto. 

Baboo Olmnioi 








Sokur Bov 

1(51 h April 1855 

ditto 

17th Sent. 1855 

ditto 

19th ditto. 

T. Ji. Ward, 








Esq. 

28th ditto 


ditto 

8 tli < >et.. 

1855 

ditto 

25th ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

. 

ditto 

Oth ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

Baboo Clmrtdcr 








Sokur Boy.. 

Oth July 

J 855 

ditto 

24th Sept. 1855 

ditto 

17th ditto. 

ditto 

<Jth ditto 


ditto 

15 tli I; eh. 

1 850 

ditto 

11 Mi Mar. 1851) 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

diLto 


ditto 

dll to. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto ,. 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

. . 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto , . 

ditt.!). 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

< 1 i ( to . 

ditto 

ditto 

, 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

d Ltto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


14 years’ int- 







| pnsnnmonl 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

. . [Transported 

dit to. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

1 ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


Died. 





J. H. Wui’d, 








Esq. 

loth ditto 

. . 

Referred to Ni- 








zamut 

14th Div. 

185;, 

Transported 

2f»ili J.m.lSJd, 

<iit(o 

dit to 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

. , 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


Acquitted . . 

ditto. 

ditto .. 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


Transported 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


Acquitted .. 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

25th ditto 

... 

ditto . ! 

1th Oct. 

1855 

ditto 

23rd. Ed,. 1858. 

ditto 

27 th ditto 


ditto 

14 ih Nov. 

1855: 

ditto 

25 > li April 18.VJ. 

ditto 

7th Aug. ‘ 

1855 

ditto . , . 

5th l)cc. 

1855/ 

Transported j 

20 th Jau. 1850. 

ditto 

2*dh ditto 


ditto . . ; 

1 1th ditto 

! Acquit ted . . 

ditto. 

ditto 

28 th ditto 

; t 

ditto . . : 

28th Feb. 

1850 

Transported i 

14th Apiil 1858. 

ditto 

ditto' 


Acquitted 

ditto. 




ditto 

ditto 


Referred lo Ni- 



1 





zam ut 

ditto 


Transported 

14th April 185b. 

ditto 

ditto 


Acquitted 

ditto. 




‘ditto 

ditto 

, . 

Reterrod to Ni- 





I 



zam ut 

ditto 


Transported 

14tli April 1850. 


Hoiasks. 




Number. 


C xii ) 


Residence. 


47 Jan Mahomod Mussulman 


. . Khanpoor 


Kuduingatchee 


48 Pittambur Kamar alias Pittambur 

Harco . . Mazorgram . . ditto . . dit to 

40 Durbosh Mussulman . . B'.r.oony . . Kullingah . ditto 

60 Sotia Oollah Patluui . . Burgetcliia . Kudmngatelicc .. ditto 

61 Boikunt Tc-or . . Ma/.ergrain . . ditto ditto 

52 Baboo Faqueor . jCoilara . Puudooah .. Iloogldy 


65 Jadoo Faqueor 

64 Kadoo Faqueor 

65 Madary Faqueor 
60 llosnuh Faqueor 
67 Boehio Faqueor 
68jKhoodi Cl ran dal 
69jMudhoo Bagdeo ITaroe 
OO.Lukhun alias Luka Bngdco 
GljShuma Dome 

62 Poop Chand Moochoo 
CujDinonatli alias Dinoo Chanda. L 

64 Jadoo Mussulman 

66 Amin (l Roy 


fi(5 Goggon Mundnl Mussulman 

67 Poo tee M undid Mussulman .. (i 

68 Tinnou Chose . , p 

69 Banosli war Chose .. S 

70 Kasseem Biswas Mussulman 

71 C'loburdhun Mussulman . . r 

72 Bliollaye Sheikh . . i> 

73 Noeloo Sirdar Mussulman . . ]V 

74 Olumder Gwala ... ( 

75 Bui lave Mussulman .. ( 

76 Mulluok Chand Kulloo . . l 

77 Sheikh Ilinunayt . . (; 

78 Mudkub Chose .. | 

79 Srcornm Biswas . . ? 

80 Ilariadhun Nuga .. I 

81 Sham Bagdoo 

82 Kanglu Bagdeo . . I 

83 Suda Faquoer . , j 

84 1 Lai loom Mussulman .. < 

85 Dhunga Mudlioo Bagdec .. 1 

86 Kish on Ch under Chose alias Ivccha 

Kuoria .. I 


. ;Kool ingrain 
ditto 


Solamabad 

ditto 


. Burdwsm 
ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Noodypoor . . 

( languor 

ditto 

Kill soo 

ditto 

ditto 

Simla *. 

Solamabad 

ditto 

Kaja 

(Languor 

ditto 

Dviyoolia 

ditto 

ditto 

Knlnah « . 

Solamabad 

ditto 

N chid poor 

Uusseerhaut 

Baraset 

Bhalparah 

Noihatty 

ditto 

Chalclah 

Kudumgutcbee .. 

ditto * 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

C ossa in poor 

ditto 

ditto 

Pul tab 

Nuddea 

Nuddea 

Sliadh unpara 

ditto 

ditto 

Gungapoor 

K-.Mumgatehco 

Baraset 

Roodmopoor . . 

Kaguzpookhooria . j 

Nuddea 

Ivadpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

Matpookhooria .J 

ditto 

ditto 

. Cliamlooroa 

ditto . 1 

ditto 

Coborah . . 

ditto 

ditto 

. llakcempoor 

Lubsha 

Baraset 

. Gurjullah 

Ooberdanga 

Nuddea 

. PoorubsLol 

Poorubstol 

liurd wan 

. Sinilali 

ditto 

ditto 

. Moe.r toll all 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

. Duttparah 

Solamabad 

ditto 

. Alxjqjegliatty 

ditto 

ditto 

. Clmllo 

Dhunyakhally 

Iloogldy 

. Boidudanga 

(languor 

Burdwan 

, Moyakole 

Ivotwali 

Nuddea 



( xiii ) 


Commissioner’s Oitfice. 

Sessions Court. 

Nizamut 

Adawlut. 

S4 

K 

n 

4 

4 

Committing 

Officer. 

Date of Com- 
mitment, 

Sentence or 
final order. 

Date. 

Sentence or 
linal order. 

Date. 

J. R. 

Ward, 







Esq. 


20th Aug. 1855 

Referred to Ni- 








ZUlUllt 

28th Feb. 1856 

Transported 

Uth April ] 856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

Acquitted 

ditto. 




ditto 

. . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 


13th July 1855 

Referred to Ni- 





Hill >oo 

Clmn- 


zamut 

ditto 

Tran '•ported 

TlthApril 1856. 


der 

Sukur 







Roy 


15th Nov. 1855 

ditto 

26th ditto 

ditto 

15th ditto. 


ditto 


di tto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

W ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

, . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto , . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto • . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

... 

ditto 

Acquitted 

ditto 




ditto 


ditto . . 

Referred to Ni- 








zamut 

ditto 

Transported 

15th April 1856. 


ditto 

’ 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto. 


J. It. 

Ward, 







Esri. 


29tli ditto 

ditto 

Utli Dee. 1856 

Acquitted .. 

2Gth Jan. 1856. 


baboo Chun der 







Sokur Roy,... 

1st Dee. 1S55 

ditto 

19th Feb. 1856 

Transported 

24th Mar. 1856. 


J. It. 

Ward, 







Eaq. 


6th ditto 

Ten years’ im- 








imprisonment 

29th ditto 

Released on 








nppeul 

19th July 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

. 

10th ditto 

Died 

24th Feb. 1856. 




ditto 


ditto 

Fourteen years’ 








imprisonment 

10th Mar. 1856. 




ditto 


20th ditto . . 

Referred to Ni- 








zamut 

16th Foh. 1856 

Transported 

17th Mar. 1856. 


ditto 


21st ditto 

Released 

3rd March 1856. 




ditto 


ditto 

Ten years’ im- 








prisonment. . 

ditto. 




ditto 


ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto. 




ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 




ditto 


ditto 

Released 

ditto. 




ditto 


21st ditto 

Ten years’ im- 








prisonment. . 

ditto* 




ditto 


ditto 

Security 

ditto. 




ditto 


22nd ditto 

Referred to Ni- 








zamut 

17th ditto 

Transported 

L4tli April 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


1 ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


Baboo Ch under 







Sekur Roy . . 

26tli ditto 

ditto 

27th Feb. 1856 

Socurity 

15th ditto. 


ditto 

. . 

ditto .. j 

ditto . . 

1st .Mar. 1856 

Transported 

l4th ditto. 


ditto 


■ ditto 

ditto 

15th Feb. 1856 

ditto 

4th Mar. 1856.1 


ditto 

«• 

27 th ditto 

ditto 

8th ditto 

ditto 

26th Feb. 1856. 


J. R. 

Ward 







Esq. 


28th ditto ... 

ditto ... 

12th Mar. 1850 

ditto 

| 5th April 1856. j 




( xiv ) 





Kesidknck. 


<o 

Names. 




►£> 

g 

Yi 





Village. 

Thannah. 

Zilla.li. 

87 

Bozolmry Aus Tantlue 

Jorasanko 

Calcutta 

Calcutta .. 

88 

liurroehuiulcr Bagdeo alias ilurro 
Sirdar 

Bagiev 

Gangoor 

Burdwan . . 

89 

90 

Hussein Khali alias Nobin 

Jadoo Hareo 

Kotalporo Bellia- 
danga 

I t.lov " 

Sooksaugor 

Selamubnd 

Nuddca . . 
Burdwan 

91 

11 ossein Nooney •• 

Mazergram 

Kuduingatchcr ... 

Barasol 

92 

Krdloo Bntrdoo Sirdar 

Titiuglmr 

Nabobgurige 

21-Pergunahs 

93 

Chcoroo Chung 

Chak loy o 

Plmdouah 

iloogbly 

94 

3 uggoo alias Juggurnalh Chung 

Shikhrey 

ditto , . 

ditto . . 

95 

llingun Sheikh 

Gungar.imhatee ... 

Solan m bad 

Burdwan ... 

90 

Baranussy iJuoley Bagdoe 

Now pa rah 

ditto 

ditto 

9/ 

Pitambur Soury 

Beer Siinool 

ditto 

ditto 

98 

Bozolmrry alias Boza Bagdoe 

Moisnau 

llajbulhat 

Iiodglily .. 

99 

Turcot Mussuln tan 

Nizampoor 

N uddoa 

\ uddoa 

.100 

Jslnvar Koormoc Koiburt 

Moorugury 

Benipoor 

I Iooghly 

101 

,Kho<mkar Nussooroodoen Abnied 
alias Nussioo JVloaJi 

Tazpoor 

Gangoor 

Burdwan .. 

102 

Manick Ghosc 

Tatlnh 

llatra 

Nuddca 

103 

Modon Ghoso 

Poletah 

Nuddca 

ditto 

104 

Hu llodhur Ghosc 

Ekdala 

Poorubstoi 

Burdwan ... 

305 

Sreornonto ({hose 

Poombstol 

ditto 

ditto 

100 

Uoop Cliaud Mundul Koiburt 

Solalpoor ...; 

Benipoor 

lluoglily ... 

107 

Govind Cluing 

Bugs j only 

Pundoouh 

ditto 

30.8 

Ivanay (Jhosii 

Matkoiuerali 

Jlauagliaut 

N uddoa ... 

103 

Grisli Baudot 4 .♦ 

Bakolia 

Sooksaugor 

ditto 

no 

Gungaraui Chose 

Matkonierah 

Banaghaul 

ditto 

in 

lladlianat It Doss Koiburt * . . 

Simhat 

Noi batty 

Barasot 

312 

Ishwar Ghose 

Moyakool 

Kotwali 

Nuddca 

113 

Pauchkowroe Dass Koiburt 

Hatgatclia 

Umbica 

Burdwan . . 

111 

Kish to Mooch eo 

Mud unpoor 

Sooksaugor 

Nuddca 

115 

Mudhoo Chung 

Shikhrey 

Pandooali 

Llooglily ... 

110 

Nittayo alias Notia Chung 

Arungliatta 

Hanskhally 

Nuddca 

117 

Kalleocooinar Baiiorjoa 

Lokolbol . . 

Bagdolio 

ditto 

118 

Radhauiolmn Chuekerbutfy 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

119 

Auuud Bagdoe 

Glietga tehee 

Sooksaugor 

ditto 

120 

Mudhoo Ghose 

Erooily 

Banaghaut 

ditto 



( XV ) 


Comm ismi oner's Office. 

Sessions 

Court. 

Nizamvt Adawlft. 

Committing 
Officer. ‘ 

Date of Com- 
mitment. 

Sentence or 
final order. 

Date. 

Sentence or 
final older. 

Date. 

J. U. Ward, 






Ks tJ . 

29th Dec. 1855 

Pen vcars’ ini- 






prisonmont. . 

1st Mar, 1S5G 

Joloased on 


Baboo Chinnier 




appeal ... 

13th June 1850. 

Hekur Jioy ... 

8th Jan. 1850 

deferred to Ni- 






zaiuut 

7th Feb. 1850 

Transported 

20th Feb. 1850. 

ditto 

22nd ditto 

ditto 

8th ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

iJUtli ditto 

ditto 

15th ditto 

ditto 

14th Mar. 1850. 

.1. U. Ward, 






Esq. 

loth Feb. 1S5G 

ditto 

4th Mar. 1 850 

ditto 

2f»th April 185(5. 

ditto 

lolli ditto 

ditto 

15th Feb. 185(5 

ditto 

-4th Mav. 1850. 

Baboo Ch under 






Hekur Itoy ... 

18th dilto 

ditto 

19th ditto 

ditto 

17th ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

20th ditto 

ditto 

4th April 1850 

ditto 

20th. May 1850. 

ditto 

23th <litto 

Five years’ ini- 






pr’isomneut. 

1st ditto. 



J. E. Ward 






Esq. 

271 li Mar. 1850 

Aequitted 

5th ditto. 



ditto 

19th dit to 

lleferred toKi 






gamut 

8tli ditto 

Security 

20th May 1850. 

Baboo Ch under 






Sekur lioy... 

20tli ditto 

Acquitted. 

ditto. 



ditto 

ditto 

Fourteen years’ 






* imprisonment 

Kith May 1850. 



.1. II. Ward, 






Esq. 

25th ditto 

Acquitted 

5th April 1850. 



ditto 

ditto 

Ten \ curs’ im- 






prisonment ... 

5 th ditto 

Security 

20th May 1850. 

ditto 

ditto 

Deferred. to Mi- 






zamut 

23rd Mar. 1850 

Transported 

5th April 1 850. 

ditto 

31st ditto 

ditto 

Kith May 1850 

ditto ... 

Idtli Juno 1850. 

Baboo Ch under 






He kur Boy . , 

5th April 1850 

<iitto 

8th April 185(5 

ditto .. 

27t 1» May 1850. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto ... 

] ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

15th Mav 1850 

ditto .. 

iliitli J unu 1S50. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto — 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Acquitted ... 

1 ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

15th ditto 

Transported 

|13lh June 1850. 

J. E. Ward, 






Esq. 

ditto 

ditto 

9th April 1850 

Died ... 

25 th Aug. 1850. 

Baboo Clmndoi 






Sekur Key... 

14th ditto 

ditto 

10th May 1850 

Transported 

13th June 185G. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto . . 

15th ditto 

ditto ... 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

lOth ditto 

, ditto ... 

. ditto. 

ditto 

16th ditto , 

ditto 

ditto 

. Acquitted ... 

. ditto. 

ditto 

17th ditto 

Fourteen years' 






imprisonment 

17 th ditto. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 



ditto 

18th dit to 

Security 

. 28lli ditto. 



# ditto 

ditto 

Acquitted. 



. 


Rlmarks. 





( xvi ) 


® 

Names. 


Residence. 


§ 

fcl 

Village. 

Thannah. 

Zillah. 

121 

Brojo alias Briji Ghose 

Saleegram 

Ilatra 

Nuddea .. 

122 

Bonomalee Ghoso 

Edrakpoor 

Poorubstol 

Burdwan ... 

123 

Chcuo alias Cheenoebas Bagdee 

Shomdanga 

Nuddea 

Nuddea • • 

124 

Gudadhur (Jho.se 

Bamuupookoor ... 

ditto 

ditto 

125 

Modoo Ghose alias Kookrec Jamai 

Choopy 

Poorubstol 

Burdwan . . 

126 

Tarim Ghose 

Babluary 

Nuddoa 

Nuddoa 

127 

Doonoo Ghose 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

123 

Gunncsh Bagdee 

Parambooali 

Dli uny akhally 

Ilooghly . . 

129 

Sham Pundit 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

130 

G unnosh Ghose 

Kiddorpoor .. 

Augurdeep 

Niuldea 

131 

Bhoom (rliosc 

Bctodoliurry 

ditto 

ditto 

132 

Meeehoo Ghose 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

133 

ltajoo Ilaree 

Amrah 

Solamabad 

Burdwan . . 

134 

Issur Bagdee 

Goorope 

Dhunyaklially 

Hoogldy . . 

135 

Tara Cliand alias Tarim Chung 

Digsooyo 

Beuipoor 

ditto 

136 

Govind Chung 

Cliapta 

Pundooah 

ditto 

137 

llurrish Cluing 

Auehgury 

ditto 

ditto 

138 ! 11 urrish Stitgopc 

Bablah 

Beni poor 

ditto 

139iUrjoon alias liaioo Doss 

Goycparah 

ditto 

ditto 

140 

Madliub Bagdee 

Clianderriagoro 

Clmndernagoro ... 

Chandorna- 

goro 

141 

Kbodabux Gazoo 

Kamgungo 

Sajpoalee 

Jessoro 

142 j N uttur Bagdce 

Nowpara 

Selamubad 

jBurdwiUi . . 

1 

143 0hundcr Dooloy 

Cliapta 

Pundooah 

Ilooghly . . 

144!Mohcsh Jahiry Gw ala 

Kan ad ay 

Kantipoor ... 

'Nuddoa 

145 

Prem Chand Dooley 

Ekchaka 

Umbica 

Burdwan . . 

146 

Gopaul Gangooly 

Soohpoor . . 

Kanaghaut 

Nuddea 

147 

Goloke Hoy 

Nutuon Hurcka ... 

Kotwali 

ditto 

148 

Matabdoo Sirdar 

Soekree 

Kaguzpookhoor ... 

ditto .. 

140 

150 

Toon cowrie .lengeo 

llurrish Ghose alias Golakata II ur- 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


rish 

Moyakool 

K otwali 

ditto 

151 

Bhoobun Ghose 

Dcvasliin 

ditto 

Burdwan . . 

152 

Ohhorsy Bagdoo 

Chundeypoor 

Poorubstol 

ditto 

153 

Kamkooiuar Pan Chassa 

Austaye 

Solamabad 

ditto 

154 

ftoshun M undid 

Modonpoor 

Sajcealee 

Jossoro 

155 

Suklm Mussulman 

L’awnpara ... S 

kantipoor « . ' 

Nuddea 

156 

Madliub Chung . . 

Mamoodpoor ... ] 

Benipoor ... 1 

Hooghly . . 

157 

llamkoomnr Chung 

Khulsee 

ditto 

ditto 

158 

llissonath Chung ... 

LJhaptah .. 1 

Pandooah 

ditto • . 

159 

Nussoeram Chung 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

160 

Doenoo Dooley 

Dasspoor 

ditto 

ditto 



( xvii ) 


Commissioner's Office. 

Sessions Court. 

' 1 
■ j 

Nizam ut Adawmjt. 

s 

◄ 

a 

U4 

Committing 

Officer. 

Date of Com- 
mitment. 

Sentence or 
final order. 

Date. 

| 

Sentence or 
final order. 

Date. 

J. a 

Ward, 








Esq. 

... 

21st April 1856 

Fourteen yoars’ 









imprisonment 

29th May 1856. 




ditto 


22nd ditto 

Referred to Ni- 









zamut 

1 7 tli ditto 


Transported 

13th June 1856. 


ditto 

... 

24th ditto 

Acquitted 

29 th ditto. 





ditto 

... 

28th ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


27 th ditto 

Referred to Ni- 









zainut 

ditto 

, , 

Transported 

5th Sept. 1S5& 


ditto 

... 

29th ditto ... 

ditto . . 

30th ditto 


ditto ... 

ditto. 


ditto 

... 

ditto 

ditto ». 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 


30 th ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto ... 

3rd ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

. , 

Acquitted ... 

ditto. 


ditto 


6th May 1850 

ditto 

30 th ditto 


Died 

23rd Aug 1856. 


ditto 


ditto ... 

ditto 

ditto 


Transported 

3rd Sept. 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 


Baboo Chiuidor 






.. 


Sekur Roy... 

ditto 

ditto 

28th ditto 


ditto 

6th Aug. 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

Security 

3rd June 

1856 

Acquitted ... 

1.9th Nov. 1856. 


ditto 


10th ditto 

Referred to Ni- 









zamut 

4 th ditto 


Transported 

6th Sept. 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. ’ 


ditto 


ditto 

Security 

ditto. 





ditto 

... 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 





J. R. 

Ward, 








Esq. 


22nd ditto ... 

Referred to Ni- 









zamut 

3rd ditto 


Transported 

5th Sopt. 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

20 th May 

1856 

ditto 

30 tli ditto*. « 


Baboo Oh under 








So lair Rov... 

6th June 1856 

ditto 

17th July 

1 856 

ditto 

6th Aug.ltow 


ditto 


lltli ditto 

ditto • . 

19th Juno 1856 

ditto ... 

ditto. 


ditto 

... 

13th ditto 

ditto . . 

20th ditto 


ditto 

6th Sept. 1850. 


ditto 

... 

21th ditto ..., 

ditto . . 

22nd July 1856 

ditto 

6th Aug. I860. 


ditto 

... 

20th ditto 

Security 

15th Sept. 1856. 




J. U. 

Ward, 





! 



Esq. 


1st July 1856 

Referred to Ni* 









zainut . . 

10th July 

1856 

Transported 

4th Sopt. 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

7 tii ditto 

, . 

ditto 

6th ditto. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto . * 

ditto 

•• 

ditto 

. ditto. 


ditto 


2nd ditto 

ditto 

2nd ditto 


ditto 

5th ditto. 


ditto 

... 

17th ditto 

Sixteen years’ 









imprisonment 

23rd J *co. 





ditto 


1 9th ditto 

Security 

16th Sept. 18o6. 

| 



Baboo Chun doi 








Sekur Roy ... 

30th ditto 

Referred to Ni- 









zami! t • . 

15th ditto 

, , 

Transported 

2nd Oct. 1856.< 


J. R. 

Ward, 








Esq. 


11th Aug 1856 

Acquitted 

ditto. 





Baboo Chunder 








Sekur Roy ... 

12th ditto 

Referred to Ni- 



| 






zamul 

15th Scut. 1856 

Transported 

3rd Oct. 1856. 


J. R. 

Ward, 



1 


i 



Esq. 


15tli ditto 

. ditto 

! 16th Auer. 1856 

j ditto .., 

26th Sept. 1856. 


ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto. 


Baboo Chunder 








Sekur Roy .. 

16th ditto 

ditto 

20th Sent. 1856. 

ditto ... 

24 th Oct,’ 1856. 


ditto 

... 

ditto , ... 

ditto 

j ditto 


ditlo ... 

ditto. 


ditto 


26th ditto 

ditto 

24th ditto 

• * 

ditto ... 

ditto. 
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u 

$ 

Names. 


Residence. 


a 

^ 

Village. 

Thannah. 

Zillah. 

101 

Jadoo Gl)03e 

Teoluckpoor 

Ilatra 

Nuddea 

102 

Go bind Doy Telec 

Kind sco 

Beni poor 

llooghly . . 

163 

Isliwar Ghoso 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

104 

1 >oorga Chum Chose 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

105 

Govind Burn ok ar 

Joy poor 

Bansberia • . 

ditto 

10b' 

Hara<i lion Bagdoo 

Muggrali 

ditto 

ditto 

107 

Bootlusuth alias Boota Bagdee ...1 

.lovpoor 

ditto 

ditto 

108 

Bcclioo Chung ..J 

Putee Kajavambatoe 

Benipoor 

ditto 

169 

Shagor Dhawoa 

Sool tan poor 

Banslnsria 

ditto 

170 

Gliooran it Has Roop Cliainl Doss 
Kyburt 

Naraianpoor • . 

IToogldy 

ditto 

171 

Lokcnath Chose 

Copaulpoor 

Benipoor 

ditto 

172 

Sham Chand Ghoso 

Paukry 

ditto 

ditto 

17a 

Isliwar llareo 

Koolingram 

Sclainabad 

Burd wan - * 

174 

Bhubanno Singh 

Bassoodoopoor 

Bansberia 

llooghly 

175 

Bhogo ban Chose 

Doss poor 

Pundooali 

ditto . . 

170 

Jadoo JVloudol Chassa Sutgopc 

Alleepoor 

( languor 

H uni ivan 

177 

Konarani Bngdco 

Aiuolemoiiry 

Bumiooah 

llooghly 

178 

£ 

c 

c 

r; 

c 

lviddcrpoor 

Auguvdeep 

Nuddea 

179 

Sworoop Pufladnr 

Rugghoonathniig* 

Kaguzpnoklioor 

Nawabad 

ditto . . 

J assure . . 

180 

Jlaran Siiah 

gur 

Donlutpoor 

181 

llnmneedhoe Shah 

Chandpoor . . 

Lohngura 

ditto . . 

182 

Sworoop Siiah 

Dowlutpoor 

ditto • . 

ditto 

188 

Lshwar Shah 

Moiigolpoor 

ditto 

dilto 

184 

Bhngwan Siiah •• 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

185 

Knlloo Sheikh 

Bayerparah 

Nawabad . . 

ditto 

180 

Dliuriuonarain Shall 

Dowlutpoor 

Lohargum 

ditto 

U7 

N add oar Chand Month d 

Sittanunjioor 

Tangrakona 

Fureedpoor . . 

188 

Ilamsoondur Mondol 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

181) 

Uoop Chaml Mondol 

ditto 

ditto « • 

ditto 

190 

Kuinuikasro Mtmdol 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

191 

liusseoroodecu Sheikh 

Joogurhaut 

Nawabad 

.1 assure 

11)2 

Titoo alias Bissumblmr Bov 

M ohisghoony 

ditto 

ditto 

m 

Borajdi Sheikh 

Sliirgattoo 

ditto 

ditto 

194 

Sheikh Menjan Fatpiecr 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

195 

KaJlny Khan 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

196 

Sheikh Kasscenruddy 

Doss Gan toe 

ditto 

ditto 

197 

Neein Chand Muzoomdar 

Aurinoye 

ditto 

ditto 

l98|Shama alias SuiuMuidoon Sheikh ... 

Shirgattec 

ditto 

ditto 

l99 ; Toofan Mollali 

2oO j boo k liecrai nil aroo 

Doorjunymehal ... 

ditto 

ditto 

Panchrah 

Selamabad 

Burd wan ... 

201 Sumbhoo 11 aree 

ditto 

ditto t 

ditto 

202/lshwar Bagdee 

jlvnotarali 

ditto 

ditto 

203 Beni Sinlar Bagdoo 

Nandi ngram 

Pundooah 

Hoogldy ... 

204 

, Taruu Chose 

Banatly 

Santipoor 

Nuddea 

205 

Jadoo Nodu Bagdeo 

Amlool 

Gaugoor 

Burd wan ... 

20G 

Hurrish Gbose 

Satgaon 

Bansberia 

Hoogl.ly ... 

207 

Jadoo Chose 

Dingulhaut 

ditto 

ditto 



( xix ) 


COMMISSIONER'S Of-TIOK. 


Sessions Court. 


Nizami;! 1 Adawlijt. 


Committing I)ato of Coqn- 
Officor. mitmont. 


Sontenco or 
final order. 


Sentence or 
final order. 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Ruhoo Cliumle 
ttokur Roy .. 
ditto 


ditto 

liahoo Chunder 


28th ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
i ditto 

| ditto 

; ditto 

ditto 
ditto 


6 th ditto 
!>th ditto 
10th ditto 
llth ditto 


ditto 

21t.hdi.tlo 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
30t.h ditto 


Referred to Ni* 


gamut 

1 9th Sept. 1851). 

ditto 

20th ditto .. 

ditto 

ditto 

dit to 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

25th ditto 

ditto 

20th ditto 

ditto 

10 th ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

llth Nov. 1851). 

Security 

ditto. 

A equitted 

23rd Sept. 185G. 

Sixteen years’ 


imprisonment 

23rd Oct. 1850. 

Acquitted . i 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 

Sixteen years’ 


imprisonment 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 

Acquitted 

ditto. 

liiglit. years* im- 


prisonment ... 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 

ditto 

ditto. 

Referred to Ni- 


zamut 

31st ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto ..| 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 

ditto 

Acquitted 


ditto 

ditto 

Pending. 


•10th Sept 1850. 

21st Oct. I860, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


I ’Jithditto. 

, . ditto. 

, .iOtliScpt. 185(j, 


. ditto 
. Acquitted 
. Referred to Ni- 
gamut 

ditto . * 


Sokur Roy 

23rd Oct. 1856 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

24th ditto. • 


ditto 

23rd ditto , . 

Acquitted 

ditto 

25th ditto 

Died 

ditto 

R. Ward, 

4th Nov. 1856 

Referred to Ni- 
gamut 

Esq. 

llth ditto 

Pending. 

ditto ...j 

ditto 

ditto. 


‘JtliNov. 1856. 


Remarks. 
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IU 

1 

X 

Names. 

Residence. 

Village. 

# Thannah. 

Zillah. 

208 

Deenoo llarco 

llurryrampoor 

Rajapoor 

Howrah 

209 

Kisto Bagdoc 

Tuktipoor 

Gangoor 

Burd wan ... 

210 

Radhapotooley Bngdoe 

0 hetgatohy 

Sooksagor 

Nuddca 

211 

Amuid Sirdar Chung ...iKbufinyau ... 

Pundooah 

lloughly ... 

212 

Bungsoedoss Kyburt 

Narichey 

Benipoor 

ditto 

213 

Gunnesli Kowrali 

Sheikhpara 

Bansberia 

ditto 

214 

Mudhoo Sirdar Chung 

Mamoodpore Putee, 





Rajarainpoor Bale 3 

Benipoor 

ditto .1. 

215 

Lall Miv fiulman 

Mamoodporo 

Bansberia 

ditto 

216 

Shistecdhur Chung 

Futtehpore 

Benipoor 

ditto 

217 

MacDmh Chose ... 

Mamoodpore Putee, 





Kajarampore Batoc 

ditto 

ditto 

218 

Momrez Gazee 

llakeempoor 

Lubsha 

Baraset 

219 

Man irk Mussulman 

Uuttpara 

Kullingah 

ditto 

220 

Rnjoo Guroewan 

Gossainpoor 

Kuduuigatpliec ... 

ditto 

221 

Soioom Mondol 

Moynau 

ditto 

ditto 

222 

M ohun Boss Kyburt 

Godogatehy 

Benipoor 

Ilooghly ... 

223 

Dukowry Shah I'aqueer 

Pundooah 

Rcadooah 

ditto 

224 J CosKinatli Chuu^ ... 

Shurgurmih 

Benipoor 

ditto 


Tloo< in Lif r 

Thelith February J857- 
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Commissioner's Office. 

Sessions Cockt. 

Nizam ut 

Adawlut. 

95 

Committing 

Date of Com- 

- 

Sent once or 


Sentence or 

Date. 

w 

Officer. 

mitntont. 

final order. 


final order. 

as 

J. R. Ward, 







Esq. 

12th Nov. 1856 

Roforrod to Ni- 





Baboo Chinnier 


zamut 

14th Nov. 1S56 

Transported 

17th Dec. 1856. 


Sokur Kov 

ditto 

ditto 

27th ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


ditto 

14lh ditto 

Bonding. 





ditto 

15th ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 

18th ditto 

Referred to Ni* 







zamu t 

27 111 ditto 

Transported 

19th Dec. 1856. 


J. R. Ward, 







Esq. 

22nd ditto 

Pending. 


1 


i 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


1 



ditto 

i 

ditto 

ditto. 


! 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 

24tli ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 





ditto 

25th ditto 

ditto. 





Baboo (/hunder 


* 





Sokur Roy 

1st Dei*. IS 56 

ditto. 





ditto 

ditto . . 

ditto. 





ditto 

17 Lh ditto 

ditto. 






(Signed) J. It. WARD, 

(Jo mm imo tier for the Suppression qf Dnco'd>j. 





APPENDIX E. 

Showing the number of Prisoners arrested and the manner in which they have been disposed of. 
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sentenced by Sessions 
Court to terra imprison- 
ment and to give secu- 
rity, released on appea’ 
to Sudder. 


fcb 

(3 

•^uipuo tI pijoj, 

i- 

00 

•4- 

CD 

04 


c 

a* 

04 

•SUOISStlg UJ 

CO 

UO 

CD 

pH 


3 

H 

•aoppny ui 

CO 

o 

H 


*o:y ‘padeoKfl- ‘poi(j ‘poxjojsuvjj; 

r-i 

CD 

ari 

H 

y. 

w 

5 'V 

•pojjiub.ns pjjoj, 

tF 

CO 

CO 

S3 

H 

»-l 

a 

a 

o 

o 

Cm 

*KU 0 T 8 f?«>g Xp[ 

CO 

CO 

1 - 

rH 

O 75 

s 

•aoppn^X'sr 

1 - 

04 

+ + 

fK 

o 

B 

w 

"C? 

”05 

’p.ynimi .laqumu pijoj, 

04 

o 

04 

‘O 

rH 

1 

•SUOIfiK.')^ 

Xq A’||jnoos’ joj no p.q|U;") 

O 


tf 

P 

a» 

C 

o 

•aoppn^ 

Xq Xjunnas joj uo pojp'p) 

o 

<M 


A 

■SUOlKSf)^ 

X q jtnrainosudiuj uuo^ 

04 

CO 

© 

rH 


o 

u, 

a> 

uoppu^ 

Xq juoimiosuduij uuoj 

o 



3 

2 

*°JH * ,0 J pojJLodsnn. 1 ^ 

o 

CD 

04 

04 

H 

PS 

u> 

•poppm 

-tttoo suouosi.tj jo .[oqumu p.qojr 

CO J - i - 

CO CO CO 

r* *4— r—i 

-1* 

04 

04 

o 

o 

m 

•SllipilOJ 

co 

04 

* 

04 

*cs 

w 

v; 

o 


podras^ ‘poi([ t po.uojsuT!JX 

CD 

-F 

~o' 

Crt 

05 

3 

■poserqojj 

c; 

00 

04 

o 

s 

o 

O • 

•\v.u\ aopuu 

R.uuiosiaj jo aa<pauu jujop 

rH~ CO — “ 

o> Ol o 

*"* # . 1-1 

214 


jIo : 

Ss 2 

»1o 

xJ S ^ £ c» 

r£> 0> £ rH 

^P to 

£ CO 

3 rH -* 

u. co « 

l-H v-t 



Hooghlt, ) (Signed) J. R. WARD, 

The 14^/i February 1857. ) Commissioner for the Suppression of Da coif y. 
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APPENDIX P, 


Number of Dacoities committed in the under-mentioned Districts 

during 1856. 




mmmmm 



mmmm 

mmmmm 

MW 



^ sri 

Districts. 


CO 



o 

X 

X 


11 

O 

GG 

o 

* 

H 

*o 

GO 

o 

00 

•X) 

r-S 

o 

c 

■1^ 

Remarks. 









C5 



Patna 

5 

0 

2 

4 

10 

( 

0 


-i K 

1 foliar 

8 

8 

10 

i: 

7 

(.) 

8 


Yi J 

Sftrun 

I 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 


a i 

1 

Shalinbad 

J 

0 

1 

5 

4 

0 

1 



Oliuiupanm 

( 

12 

0 


3 

< 

0 


P M t 

Hhangulpoor 

10 

12 

13 

0 

0 

3 

0 


ogi 

Tirhoot ... 

] 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 


i|2) 

Mouthy r 

<•> 

0 

4 

3 

8 

5 

0 


3 ( 

Pwrneah 

<; 

4 

lo 

4 

0 

5 

0 


p 

A' 

Rajshahye 

27 

00 

27 

20 

30 

4 

0 


w 


Pubnali 

o 

17 

10 

14 

10 

5 

0 




Rungpoor 

3(i 

34 

30 

33 

47 

li 

0 


ft 


llogra 

17 

35 

3d 

58 

21 

0 

37 


f/J 


Dinngepoor 

5 

27 

17 

17 

17 

0 

0 




iMaldah 

2 r, 

47 

25 

0 

31 

2- 

0 


p 

r 

Backergungc 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

3 

0 


j \ 

Dacca ... 

l 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Not received. 

a 

Furreodpoor 

4 

2 

O 

0 

1 

1 

0 



j\I vuionsigh 

Sylhct 

8 

(» 

2 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

8 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 


c 

liar a set 

48 

23 

]< 

3 

5 

2 

0 


t \ 

J essay e 

33 

43 

44 

08 

02 

0 

0 


p P 

XI oorshedabail ... 

(>:: 

58 

3;t 

54 

05 

n 

0 


p i 

u / 

24 -Fere/ umiaks 

li 

7 

2\ 

5 

3 

0 

o 


l 

Ftnhlca 

07 

7 1 

4 1 

<r>J 

8 

J> 

! i *> 




Ifoerbhoom 

r>i 

OP 

3; 

21 

31 

7 

0 


Vs 


Bancoorali 

103 

4:. 

27! 

42 

24 

0 

18 


k 


JJnrdwan ... 

8(< 

67 

(rj 

27 

12 

1 0 

15 


P H 

tA 

t-> 


Jloocjhh/ 

lot* 

05 

0| 

33 

41 

8 

(> 



Howrah 

40 

27 

n 

5 

3 

0 

2 


P 1 


Mid napoor 

2<! 

37 

27 

i* 

20 

5 

0 


1 ^ 

H 1 

Chittagong 

0 

5 

0 

2 

4 

2 

0 


a o j 


Alowaklially 

( 

0 

(■ 

0 

0 

0 

0 


« s < 


Tippevah 

2 

4 

1 

*> 

3 

1 

0 


i £ j 

Cuttack 

0 

0 

( 

1 

(i 

u 

1 


Poo roe 

( 

0 

( 

0 

0 

0 

0 


o H ( 

Balasore 

•t 

1 


v 

2 

0 

0 



Total 

82( 

817 

57;: 

507 

510 

114 

105 



lioouill.Y, 

The 1 Uh February 1857 


.} 


(Signed) J. R. WARD, 
Commissioner fur the Sttjprcssiun of l)acoi(y. 


JS'ote.— T1r j Distrids in italics aiu i-ublo.-t to the oj'cratjviiv of this Office. 
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Extract from a Letter from the Magistrate of Patna. 

* As this crime was not hitherto so general here as in Bengal, and particularly, as the 
Police have failed to obtain any cine of the offenders in almost all cases, I am unable 
to give you any information worthy of your notice. From recent events, however, it 
appears that the Dosadhs of Ghazcepovc have been concerned in some of these Daeoities, 
one of their gangs being now under trial at Barh. 

(Signed) J. M. LOWLS, 

Officiating Magistrate. 


PUBNAH. 


The Magistrate has favoured me with some interesting information regarding the 
crime. His letter is annexed Appendix I. 


J. R. W. 


BoGllATT. 

I am inclined to think there must he some clerical error here ; cither only the number 
of cases brought to trial arc entered, or the mode of computing changed. If not, it 
would he instructive to know the cause of this remarkable decrease. They are proba- 
bly given in tbe Police Yearly Report. 

J. R. W. 


Extract from a Letter from the Magistrate of Mymensingh. 

Although rather a large number of Daeoities have occurred during the year, yet now 
there are no regular organized bands of Dacoits within the District. 

(Signed) C. E. LANCE, 

Magistrate. 


Extract from a Letter from titk Magistrate of Beerrhoom. 

The prevalence of Dacoity in this District is, J think, to be attributed to two 
causes : — 

lx/. — The great number of Railway Coolies employed. 2nd . — The success of your 
Office in surrounding Districts. 

The HaiKvay Coolies, I am convinced, commit a very large proportion of the crime, 
though their Daeoities are generally of a comparatively insignificant description. They 
are numbered by thousands, are known to no one, and therefore not recognizable ; and 
even if they should make one part of the District too hot to hold them, they have only 
to move twenty miles up to the line, which they can do without exciting any notice or 
suspicion and commence again ; whereas an ordinary villager changing his abode 
becomes an object of comment, and probably of suspicion. Moreover, it is well known 
that a great number of escaped prisoners and runaway bud-mashes avail themselves of 
the incognito the Hailway offers, and there naturally carry on Dacoitv whenever they 
can collect a few companions around them. The natural effect of your Office would he 
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to drive those whom you do not arrest to the surrounding 1 Districts, to carry on their 
profession, and this result was prophesied by Mr. Jackson in his Deport of the year 
1854. 

(Signed) B. J. WIGRAM, 

Officiating Magistrate. 


Extract fbom a Letter from the Magistrate op Balasobe. 

Captain Keiglily visited the District for about a month, and was engaged in prelimi- 
nary enquiries, from which he anticipates, I believe, a good chance of apprehending and 
bringing to justice the chief leaders and gangs, as soon as he can spare time to under- 
take the work. 

(Signed) V. H. SCITALCH, 

Officiating Joint Magistrate. 


Extract from: a Letter from the Magistrate of Monghyr. 

Of the eight cases of Dacoity, three only wore of a serious nature. It is not impro- 
bable that two out of throe were committed by ltiver Dacoits. The perpetrators of 
the third are known to be Patna and Gya men, and have been convicted. 

Without a special agency, the crime of Dacoity will never be suppressed in Behar, 
for with such wretchedly inefficient Police, the Dacoits of one District have only 
to avoid plundering any house in their own District, and then, owing to the want of 
systematic communication between the Police of one District and those of another, 
there is scarcely a chance of the robbers being detected. I presume that you have 
more than enough to occupy your time and attention in the five or six Districts adja- 
cent to Calcutta. On this supposition, I some months ago recommended to the Com- 
missioner of Circuit, that Mr. F. A. Vincent be appointed for the special duly, and tho 
late captures made by that gentleman support the recommendation. 

(Signed) II. U. BROWNE, 
Official i n g M agist rate. 
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APPENDIX J 


To 


No. 31. 


Sm, 


The COMMISSIONER for the SUPPRESSION of DACOITY, 

HOOUJILY. 


I have the honor to furnish the information called for in your letter, 
No. 597, dated 8th ultimo. The results shown in the Statement are, 1 regret to say, 
the reverse of satisfactory. 

2. Although my first Dacoity seasonal Pubna is only commencing, 1 have sufficient 
grounds on which to form an opinion as to the nature of Dacoity in this District. It 
may he sub-divided into three heads : — 

1st . — Dacoities committed by the immediate neighbours of the party robbed. These 
are, as far as my experience goes hitherto, the least numerous of the three kinds aud the 
least mischievous. The sufferer is generally a person in ordinary circumstances, such 
Dacoits preferring a little plunder without opposition to the chance of a richer booty 
for which they may have to light. In these Dacoities old leps, clothes, and petty articles 
of furniture are carried oil*. If the Police were but moderately good, and if the parties 
plundered would not invariably put th$m on a wrong scent by professing to have 
recognized their enemies, the Magistrate ought to be able to deal with these Dacoities. 

2 nd . — Dacoities committed by gangs of Lattials. When there is a prospect of a 
dispute between Planters or Zemindars, the professional Lattials collect from all parts of 
the country, and hang about in the hope of employment. The extent to which such 
disputes prevail in these Districts, and the length of time to which they are protracted, 
can hardly be imagined. There is scarcely a Thannah in which one or more feuds 
between influential parties do not exist. When the chance of employment, is over, the 
Lattials go homewards generally in boats ; a Dacoity is committed ; the boat goes down 
stream $ and beforo information has reached the Police, the Lattials are out of the 
District, and dispersed in every direction, at their own homes, which are per- 
haps twenty or thirty miles from one another. Such cases are full of difficulties 
for the Magistrate and his Police. It will be remembered that it is a peculiar 
feature of these Districts, or ratlior of portions of them, that every village contains a 
number of men who are professional Lattials and live by going on such expeditions. It 
is impossible, as in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, to keep a strict watch on ten men or 
a hundred men, because you know they are bud-mashes and Dacoits. Here it would be 
noeessary to watch a quarter of tho population of half the villages in the District. Again, 
the Lattials do not collect in the neighbourhood and commit the Dacoity, nor is 
the property in the neighbourhood. After a number of men arc discharged from 
Scrajgungc (tho Northern Thannah of the District,) they go down the Jumna quietly ; 
on the second or third evening they stop a little below a village on tho River (lorai; 
in the night the Dacoity is committed ; by daylight their boat is far out of the Pubna 
jurisdiction, and three men on their way by land to their home in Furrcedpore ; two 
more to Magoorah, and two or threc to Jessorc. The Lattials are, of course, aware of 
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Iho advantage of committing * Dacoities in another District from that in which their 
homes are, and of getting out of the plundered District as fast as possible. This, of 
course, makes it almost impossible for a District Magistrate to trace them ; but the 
limits of Districts will be no impediment to the working of your system, which you 
will see appears to be exactly what is wanted to check this species of Dacoity. 

3 rd ,— -Dacoities committed by bands of Up-countrymen passing up and down the 
Ganges and Jumna in boats. These are very frequent ; lately such a Dacoity was com- 
mitted in the Western part of the District, on the banks of the Ganges, on the 24th 
of the month ; another at the Eastern extremity on the 25th. My Darogahs follow, 
ed the Dacoits down the Ganges, and came on a Furreedpore Darogali, investigating a 
Dacoity which they had committed on the 26th. The two Darogahs worked together, 
going down the different branches of the River, and came upon a Dacca Darogali, 
investigating a Dacoity of the 27th. The Dacoits were lost in the Sunderbund Rivers. 
Although I tried to cut them off by Rooboocarries to the Magistrates of Backergunge, 
24-Pergunnahs, <fcc., no clue has been obtained ; probably they sunk their boat, and 
returned by land to their own country, or went to Calcutta for service. With such 
Dacoities I fear you would have as much difficulty as a Magistrate has. 

3. I shall be obliged by your communicating with me when you expect to visit this 


District. 


Pujbna ; 

Foujdarce Adawlut t 
The 19 tli January 1857. 


! 


I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. L. DAM PIER, 

Officiating Joint Magistrate . 


RESOLUTION by the LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR of BENGAL, DATED 
17th APRIL 1857. 


Read a letter No. 35, dated 5th March 1857, from Mr. J. H. Young, Officiating 
Commissioner of Circuit, Burdwan Division, submitting, with his remarks, the Annual 
Report of Mr. J. R. Ward, Commissioner for the Suppression of Dacoity, regarding 
the operations of his Office for the year 1856. 

1, The Statement in the margin shows the number of Dacoities reported in each of 

the Districts to which the powers 
of the Commissioner for the Sup- 
pression of Dacoity have been ex- 
tended during the last five years. 

2. There is a decrease, though 
a small one, in the total number 
of cases in the last, as compared 
with the previous year. The re- 
port of the operations in each 
District will be reviewed in detail 
below. 


District. 

1802. 

1803. 

1804. 

1850. 

1856. 

24-PorgunnaliB. 

11 

Y 

o 

5 

3 

Dataset 

39 

23 

9 

3 

6 

Howrah 

37 

27 

9 

0 

3 

Tlooghly 

Burdwun 

128 

65 

93 

00 

59 

47 

33 

27 

41 

12 

Nuddea 

72 

71 

40 

23 

8 

.J assort* 

33 

43 

44 

68 

02 

Miduupoor 

21) 

37 

27 

15 

20 

Total .. 

414 

301 

237 

179 

104 
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3. In lli is District only throe eases of Dacoity were reported during tin* year. 

These eases were successfully dealt with bv the local 
.4-1 atfumulw. Police under the able management of the Magistrate, 

Ls.» 2 . Lv*!. is.. .. is. »•». Mr. Fergusson. The prosecution of an old case of Dacoity 

committed in 1S.V2 in this District failed when the case came 
before the Sudder Court, though the Sessions Judge had not the slightest doubt of the 

guilt, ol the prisoners. The decision of the Sudder Court is severely impugned by 

Mr. Ward ; hut tin* ])risom*rs having been act] nit ted, and their acquittal being absolute 
by the law, the Lieuteinnt-tiovernor has no power to re-open the case. 

4. Mr. Ward observes that this District remains tolerable free from crime. In 

the offences which have been commit led in the Eastern part 

n.'TJisi’t. * ....... 

ot the District, it is suspected that the Dacoits came from 
** nV»7' 1 g’.V*' 1S *l the Jessorc District. The central Tlninnahs, which were 

formerly infested by Dacoits, have hi*eit perfectly free from 
the. crime since the local gangs were broken up by Mr. Jackson. 

*>. 3VT r. Ward has related tin* history of one Anumlo Kayef, of Charghat, whom 
in* characterizes ns a man whose villainy exceeded any thing lie has yet ha I to deal 
with, and who acted as a. spy to form different gangs of Dacoits. lit* has now been 
transported. 

(i. Mr. Ward attributes the decrease of Dacoity in flic North of this District to 
the activity' of the local Police, though he suspects the 
existence of more crime than is reported near the contlu- 
-r cnee of the Damoodah and the ilooghly, in . the South 

oi‘ the Dist rict. The CommisMoncr of Circuit is of opinion 
that flu* people in f hat part of the country are too poor to afford much scope for the 
exercise of the trade of the DaeoiL The operations of the Magistrate, in the cases 
which occurred close to Howrah appear to have been unsuccessful. 

T1 , . 7. There has been an increase in Dacoitvin this District 

1SiV , lsr j j as coiiipansl with the previous year, in explanation of 

iva. .vi. u. which Mr. "Ward has gone into most careful details. 


is isr.:;. ism. is 


8. AV it h regard to the Deputy Magistrate of Serampore, in which Sub-division 
the chief increase of Dacoity has occurred, Mr. "Ward write*—** I have, known the 
** Deputy Magistrate go out but on one occasion, and when in another case an in- 
spection of the hou**e doors was necessary, lie positively ordered the Police to scud 
“ them into his Court-- a distance of twenty-eight, miles as the erow Hie*. 

9. The Commissioner of Circuit; will be requested to forward to Mr. Stephen a 
copy of paras. Id to IS of Mr. Ward's lieport. for any explanation ill if. he may wish 
to oiler, regarding the increase of Dacoity in Serampore, The Commissioner will 
have tin* goodness to forward this -explanation, with such comments from hinist If 
and the Commissioner for the Suppression ol Dacoity, as may he requisite. 

10. With reference to Mr. Cockerell, Mr. Ward makes no charge personally. Mr. 
Cockerell appears to have accepted Mr. Ward’s offer of : 8 istuncc in the Daxe.-durga 
Dacoity, in which the efforts of the Dacoity Commissioner were so successful, as noticed 

L 
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m the? 27th ami 28th paras, of his Report. With regard to the Ilooghly Police, however, 
he lias observed in para. 33 : — 

** Without wishing to impute to their neglect and inefficiency an } 7 of the unsatisfac- 
“ tory results of the year, I must say that the Hooghly Police is by far the worst we 
** have to deal with. Few Officers afford such opportunities of testing the real merits 
“ of a body of Police as mine does, and the Police of this District certainly contrasts 
u very unfavourably with that of Nuddea, Baraset, and Howrah. T have brought 
“ instances of inefficiency to your notice, and need say no more than that the objection 
“ is no new one, my predecessor having in 1854 complained that tins Darogahs in 
” Hoogldy did not afford him assistance equal to that he received in- oilier quarters.” 

11 . The Lieutenant-Governor will be glad to hear the result of th <4 measures adopted 
against the Zemindar who is accused in para. (5 of the Commissioner of Circuit’s letter, 
of harbouring Dacoits. The circumstances stated in para. 2 G of Mr. Ward’s Keport 
would appear to be such as if judicially proved might Insure the offender’s conviction. 

12. The Lieutenant-Governor regrets to notice the unsuccessful issue of the trials 
of tho three Daooits from Dhnnyaklially Thannah, to whom Mr. Ward refers in his 
2()Lh, 21st, 22nd and 23rd paras. A copy of the Judge’s Keport of the trial of Bozo- 
hurree Kagdee should be submitted by Mr. Ward, in order that it may he printed with 
this Report. 

13. There is a sensible decrease in Dacoity in this Zillah, and of the twelve Dacoities 

which have occurred, only seven were committed in the 
iJurdw.'in. Thamiahs in which Mr. Ward’s proceedings were carried on. 

: '^ 2 ' ^J 4 * Tlie ojieration in Thannahs Guugon and Jvoolna have been 

very successful. The Lieutenant-Governor regrets that 
evidence was not procurable sufficient to satisfy the Court of the guilt of the Sudder 
Bnxce of Kooltia as a receiver of stolen property. 

1 1 . The history of Sreemunt (those, who carried on the joint professions of Lattial 
nnd Ducoit, affords a striking instance of the danger to society arising from the Lattial 
system, which encourages ruffians of this description. A copy of the confession and of 
the Commissioner Mr. Ward’s remarks will he forwarded to the Legislative Member 
for Bengal, for consideration in connection with the Penal Code. 

15. The decrease in Dacoity in this District is also highly satisfactory. Mr. 
„ . , Ward’s Report of the conviction of Nussroo Meah affords a 

Is mid on. 1 

strong proof of the successful working of his system. The 
lSf>2. 1803. 1804. 1855. lSf>6, # J 

punishment of three such notorious characters as Kauai 
72. 71. 40. 113. 8. 1 

Ghose, Goluck Jemadar, and Golakata Hurrish from this 
District entitles Mr.. Ward to the greatest credit. 

10 . The Lieutenant-Governor observes with regret the results of the commitments 
noticed in para. 48 of Mr. Ward’s Report. The circumstances stated by Mr. Ward 
regarding the trial of Okurslmn Bagdee are, however, of such an important nature, that 
the Lieutenant-Governor requests that a further and special Report on the case may be 
submitted with copies of the proceedings of the Nizamut and Sessions Court to which 
reference is made. 
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Midnajxuir, 

IS .52. 1853. 1854. 1S55. 1856, 
2I». 37. 27. 15. 20. 


17. The state of Dacoity in this District is extremely unsatisfactory. An attempt 

Ji'ssore. ina< ^ e ^ ^ r * to prosecute the members of one gang 

1852. 1853. 1854. 1S55 1856. terminated unsuccessfully at the Sessions. Baboo Gooroo- 
churn Dass, the Deputy Magistrate of Ivoolna, was, liow- 

o4. 44. 44. Oo. 02. 

ever, very successful in two cases in his Sub-di vision, and it is 
to be hoped that his services, which have now been placed specially at the disposal 
of Mr. Ward, may he equally effectual hereafter. 

18. Though an increase in the number of Dacoitics is shown, it is fully explained N 
by Mr. Ward, that the greater number of these offences 
were committed very early in the year before Captain 
Keighly’s operations hud had time to take effect, and there 
has since been a marked decrease. 

10. The result of the commitments made by Captain Keighly is highly creditable 
to him, and the Lieutenant-Governor is fully satisfied with his explanation of those 
cases in which acquittals occurred. 

20. The Lieutenant-Governor has read with much interest Captain Koighly’s remarks 
on the crime of Burglary as quoted in the 50th para, of Mr. Ward’s Report. The 
subject is well worthy of the consideration of the Commissioner of Dacoity, whose 
extended sphere of operations will afford him a wider opportunity of testing the opinion 
ky the result of his experience in other Districts. 

21. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe the very high character which the 
Commissioner has recorded in favour of Captain Keighly. 

22. Mr. Ward observes that this District is overrun with Dacoits. Baboo Obhoy 
Churn Bose, Deputy Magistrate, has been specially deputed, 
under Mr. Ward’s authority, to this District, and a com- 
mencement has been made by that Officer in his work since the close of the year under 
report. 

23. The general results of the operations conducted by Mr. Ward during the year 
is as follows : — 

Under trial before Mr. Ward ... 214 


Moorriliedabiul. 


Released by Mr. Ward 


... GO 

Died 


5 

Committed to the Sessions 


... 137 

Pending 


... 12 


Total 

214 


24. Fifty-six persons committed in 1855 were pending trial in the Sessions Court 
at the close of that year. These, added to the one hundred and thirty-seven committed 
during the year, give a total of one hundred and ninety-three for trial, who were disposed 
of thus: — 

Acquitted ... ••• ... 17 

Died ... ••• ••• 4 
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1*2 

24 

120 

K) 


Total 15)3 

25. In the Sutler Court there were ponding at the dose of 1855 ... 81 

Referred during the year ... 120 

Total 151 

Those sveie disposed of as follows: — 

Acquitted ... 15 

Died . . 2 

(Jailed on for security ... 2 

Sentenced to Term Imprisonment . . I 

Transported for life .. 121 

Pending .. 10 

Total 151 

t 


(Jailed on for security 
Sentenced to Term Imprisonment 
Referred to S udder Court 
Pending 


2G. To this must be added the result of Captain Keighly’s commitments at 
Midn&poor, in which forty-five Daeoits were sentenced to transportation for life, so 
that altogether one hundred and sixty-six Daeoits have been removed from the country 
during the year under review. This is, on the whole, a very satisfactory result of the 
operations of the period. 

27. The propositions noticed in paras. GO and G7 of Mr. Ward’s Report, for the more 
exclusive services of a Sessions Judge, and for the hotter prosecution of the cases com- 
mitted by him to the Superior Courts, have been already under the Lieutenant- 
Governor's consideration, and measures have been taken, which will practically ensure, 
for the most part, what Mr. Ward seeks to obtain. 


28. The general statement of Dacoities committed in the whole of the Bengal 
, upn i0 ... 1Ufl lur . , Qn . Districts exhibits a slight increase. The only Districts 

(except those subject to the Dacoity Commissioner) in 

SlIO . Sj. ,u ,5. 

which any decrease of this crime is exhibited, arc Bogra 
and Bancoorah. The Districts of Pubna and Furrcedpoor have recently been added 
to Mr. Ward's jurisdiction at h\s request, and the Lieutenant-Governor would be 
glad to place Beerbhoom under his orders on the terms proposed by the Magistrate, 
if Mr. Ward, on further consideration, is not disposed to object to such an arrangement. 

29. With regard to the observations on the inadequacy of term punishments, 
recorded in the 72nd para, of Mr. Ward’s Report, the Lieutenant-Governor desires that 
a copy of them may be forwarded to Mr. Currie, the Legislative Member for Bengal, 
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with his strong recommendation in favor of their consideration in connection with the 
Penal Code. 

30. The conduct of the approvers during the year is reported to have been remark- 
ably g n od. 1 Tlieir health, and that of the guard, is also stated to have been very favor- 
able, whilst the mortality among the prisoners is attributed to the sudden change of life 
and want of the stimulant to which they have been accustomed, aggravated by depres- 
sion and other moral causes. 

31. The Lieutenant-Governor has much satisfaction in conveying to Mr. Ward his 
full approval of his proceedings during the year. Captain Keighly's services have been 
already noticed. Baboo Chunder Sekur Hoy is also entitled to credit for his share in 
the Cilice operations. 

32. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe that Mr. Ward acknowledges the 
assistance afforded liim by the following Magistrates : — Messrs. Kergusson, Elliott and 
Grev, and by the Deputy Magistrates — Baboos Gooroo Clmrn Doss, of Koolna, and 
Gobiml Chumler Bose, of Balasore. 


Nos. 1602-1(103. 

Ordered, that a copy of this Desolation he forwarded to the Oiliciating Commissioner 
of Circuit, Burdwan Division, and to the Commissioner for the Suppression of Daooity, 
for their information and guidance. 


No. Idol. 

From 

The J UN loll SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 
To 

E. CURRIE, Esquire, 

J^egi. si alive Councillor for Bengal. 


Bill, 


Dated Fort William, the 1 7th April 18*>7. 


1 am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward for your rmisidera- 


Para. 9 of a Letter No. So. of rail ulti- 
mo, from Comim«(iioiuT of Circuit, liurd- 
wun. Division. 

Para. 40 of a Letter N<*. 71, of ilth 
February lawt, from CominisKumor for the, 
Suppression of Dacoity, with Appendix A. 


tion, in connexion with the 1*1*1011 Code, a copy 
of the papers noted in tin* margin, regarding 
the career of a notorious Detroit named Sree- 
munt Chose, by whom the professions of Lattial 


and Dacoit were jointly followed. 


I have, etc., 


(Signed) C. T. BUCKLAND, 

Junior Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal, 
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From. 

To 


No. 1605. 

TnE JUNIOR SECRETARY to tiie GOVERNMENT or BENGAL, 

E. CURRIE, Esquire, 

Legislative Councillor for Bengal* 


Dated Fort William, the 17 Ih April 1857 
Judicial. * 

Sir, 

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of an Extract (para. 72) from 

N«. 71, dated 14tli February “ ^ f ** S «l-P«-ssio„ oflWy 

last. the operations of his Office for the past year ; and to state 

that the Lieutenant-Governor desires strongly to recommend 
that the observations therein contained, in regard to the inadequacy of term punishments 
in cases of professional offenders, should be taken into consideration in connection with 
the provisions of the new Penal Code. 

I have, Ac., 

(Signed) C. T. BUCIvLAND, 

Junior Secg . to the Govt of Bengal 


No. 249. 


To 

The JUNIOR SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 

Fort William. 

Dated Hooglily , the Vlth Mag 1857. 
Sib, 

As directed in para. 13 of the Lieutenant-Governor's Minute on rny 
Report for 1856, 1 have the honor of submitting a ’copy of the Sessions Court’s judg- 
ment in the cast; of Bozolmrree Bagdee, for the purpose of being printed with the 
Report. 

I have the honor to be, Ac., 

(Signed) J. R. WARD, 

Commissioner for the Suppression of Dacoity. 

y 

Government versus Bozohurree alias Boza Bagdee. 

I AM compelled to acquit the prisoner on all the three counts of the Calendar . 

He is charged, in the first count, with participation in the Dacoity at Berhampore in 
' March 1847. The only evidence to connect the prisoner with this Dacoity is the 
testimony of the two approver witnesses. No. 1 witness confessed on 18th April 1854, 
and named the prisoner as “ Bhoja Bagdee.” He now calls him Bozolmrree Bagdee ; 
omits to name three Dacoils lie named before, and adds the name of Paunchkowree. He ' 
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says the prosecutor recognized a stick loft behind by on/ of the Dacoits, but that through 
bribing the Darogah, (Birasshur Bannerjee or Mookorjoc,) no one was taken up for the 
offence. Witness* confession of 18th April is very short and bold ; but as far as it 
went, he now corroborates it in bis evidence. Witness No. 1, amongst others in this 
case, named in bis confession witness No. 2. No. 2 witness’ confession to this Dacoity 
was taken down exactly one month after the last witness’. In that confession he 
denounced a great many persons (sixteen), hut not the prisoner among them. 1 le denounces 
him as concerned in this Dacoity now for the first time. He says lie did not remember 
him then. \ wonder bow the Dacoity Commissioner knows an approver will give 
evidence against a prisoner whom he has not named before?* For an approver 
attached to the establishment of the Dacoity Commissioner to name, for the firstf time, 
an accomplice, after he lias been arrested by that Department, always seems to me most 
suspicious. The two witnesses are of the same caste, and their homes but two miles 
apart they tell me. 

Beyond what I have above detailed, then* is no evidence whatever, direct or corrobora- 
tive, to connect the prisoner with this offence. 

To the second count, tins Dacoity at Ghuneshampore, on l*th February 18.10, there is 
again but tho evidence of these approvers, with t!c*ir confessions respectively of 18th 
April and 22ml May 1854. The evidence iTotv given t allies Sufficiently with the con- 
fessions as to details and names of persons concerned. No one was sent in at the Fine 
for this offence, this time, says the second approver witness, from a bribe having been 
paid to Darogah Kamchunder Palit. There is no evidence of any kind corroborative of 
the above testimony to connect the prisoner with this Dacoity either, and I am-umvilling 
to rely solely on the latter. Both witnesses s:iy, the prisoner was a Daeoit ringleader; 
but to prove this too, something more is necessary than their word on oath. The papers 
produced by the Committing Officer prove the prisoner was often susjx*ctcd, and some- 
times arrested tor ot her Daooities ; but I am of opinion, no amount of mere suspicion, 
or number of acquit tah,\ will prove the crime charged in the third count of 
this indictment. In the Chuck I lajee case, “some Bagdees’ y were recognized (2«‘lr<l 
February 1817.) but not prisoner by name; but be was arrested on suspicion never- 
theless, awl the prosecutor said he recognized him; but the Magistrate would not 
commit him. There was then an inquiry into li is character; but the result is not 
known. It was probably satisfactory. In 1841), he was arrested for the Dacoity at 
Kowtarah, the prosecutrix hearing he was a hud mash after the Dacoity, and having 


* By his having named him i^hia. confession to several other Dacoities, and sworn on 
previous trials of other Dacoits oJUie same gang, aud before prisoner was arrested, that 
he was a professional Daeoit: — J. Jl. W. 

f No ! Not for the first time. The approver had confessed in April 1854, and in that 
confession denounced the prisoner as concerned in several ^acuities. Prisoner was not 
arrested till 21st October 1855. — J. R. W. 

£ Ilo was only once acquitted. In the other cases he was not prosecuted for want of 
sufficient evidence. — J , U. IF. 
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recognized him as having come the day before to her house under pretence of wanting 
fire. He was again released. Once more there was an enquiry into his character, 
which turned out favorably for him. The prisoner was next named by a confessing 
prisoner in the Joysing Chuck Daeoity, but was not even brought to trial. In 1852, he 
was arrested for the Sliawgram Daeoity, committed to the Sessions, and acquitted. The 
prosecutor said he recognized ..him, but not till the third day after the Daeoity ; the 
Gomashta of the village and Durkundauz having reported the previous day there had 
been no Daeoity (which was false), and no one suspected of having set fire to prosecutor s 
house. Lastly, in October 1854, a confessing Daeoit again named the prisoner, hut lie 
was never arrested,* or even sought for. I am of opinion that the testimony of the 
witnesses as to the crimes charged in this Calendar not having been confirmed or sup- 
ported iu any way, all the above suspicions and acquittals will not, supply the omission. 

The prisoner denied all the three charges against him, and cited live witnesses to 
character, who all speak well of him. 

The prisoner is acquitted and discharged; but I am unwilling to say the commitment 
was made on insufficient, grounds. 

(Signed) G. D. WILKINS, 

( ]fg. Additional Sessions Judge. 

The r>(h April 1850. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) T. C. LOCH, 

Additional Sessions Judge . 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) J. R. WARD, 

Commissioner for the Suppression of Daeoit g. 

* The Darogah reported he had done bis utmost to arrest him, but that lie had absconded. 
This report was before the Court. — J. A. If . 


•John 


Calcttta Gazette” Office. 






